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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
July 17, 2019 
 
JIN YOUNG KO 
MINJEE LEE 
 
 
Q.  Alongside Team Holy KoLee of Minjee Lee and Jin Young Ko.  Four under and 
bogey free over the final 17.  What clicked for you both after the opening hole? 
 
MINJEE LEE:  I think we finished 3 under, but we played pretty solid all the way around.  I 
feel like when we were in trouble or had tough shot, we could both save each other pretty 
well.  So I think we did a great job out there.  
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  Yes, we had great time out there.  I had a little miss shot but she can 
great recovery and she had really great up and down, so thanks for Minjee.  And then 
looking forward three days. 
 
Q.  What kind of energy does it give you when you pick your teammate up after a bad 
shot? 
 
MINJEE LEE:  I think it's just great momentum.  Obviously playing foursomes, I mean, it's a 
little tougher to get in that rhythm because you're alternating shots, but I think just being out 
there together and having a good time, I think it just pumps you up and just is so much nicer. 
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  Yes, first time is a little bit tough because not really kind of tough, and she 
shot (inaudible) and I had a shot and rest.  It's hard, but we had a really great time, so yeah, 
happy. 
 
Q.  What was the funnest part of the day? 
 
MINJEE LEE:  I think just walking the fairways with her.  We chatted pretty much the whole 
way around and we usually don't get to get this opportunity to, you know, play with our 
friends too much, so I think that was the best part. 
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  Yes, I agree. 
 
Q.  And what are you both hoping to take away from today's round heading into 
four-ball tomorrow? 
 
MINJEE LEE:  Obviously four-ball's a little bit different, we get to play our own ball.  I think 
just make as many birdies as we can tomorrow and just have fun again. 
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  Yes, I agree.  
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Q.  So which one of you is odds and which one of you is evens? 
 
MINJEE LEE:  I was odds. 
 
Q.  What was the strategy on that? 
 
MINJEE LEE:  Well, I actually didn't get to play the back nine and I don't think she saw a 
couple of the holes on the front nine, so it pretty much worked out pretty well.  Our caddies 
said it would work out the best if I took the odds and she took the evens.  So yeah, that's 
pretty much what we went with. 
 
Q.  You talked about this with Kent a little bit, but what were some of the fun moments 
out there, some of the challenging moments that you found yourself having to work 
together to get out of? 
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  We had always like straight balls, so we had a lot of hit the fairway.  Then 
greens, too.  So we had a lot of opportunity for birdie, but a little miss, but we had a really 
great time. 
 
So tomorrow is four-ball, so we have to more birdies, get more birdies.  I think she's a little 
more like -- 
 
MINJEE LEE:  I'm a little more aggressive. 
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  We're a good team. 
 
Q.  You guys wanted to be paired together for a long time.  I know you were one of the 
first groups I heard about.  Why did you guys pick each other as partners?   
 
MINJEE LEE:  Actually, she asked me in Phoenix, but I sort of -- 
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  Not Phoenix. 
 
MINJEE LEE:  Was it before that? 
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  Phoenix, yeah. 
 
MINJEE LEE:  And I wasn't sure if I was going to be playing in the event, so I think I decided 
maybe like the week -- she won an event. 
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  Phoenix. 
 
MINJEE LEE:  She won Phoenix and then I replied.  But that's not why.  It just happened 
that my schedule was right and we got to play, I got to play in this event, so yeah. 
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JIN YOUNG KO:  My caddie and then her caddie's are really close.  I think they were talking 
already and then -- 
 
Q.  Behind the scenes? 
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  And leading up into this event, what is your experience in foursomes and 
four-ball?  I mean, UL Crown and various other events.  Did you play Inbee's event 
previously? 
 
MINJEE LEE:  Yes. 
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  We both did, yeah. 
 
MINJEE LEE:  But I played a lot of foursomes growing up doing like the state team event, 
interstate series.  Yeah, I've done it a lot before.  I know how challenging it could be, but I 
know how fun it could be, too, so I was really excited for the format. 
 
Q.  Seems like it's just a fun week.  The crowds are great.  What was the experience 
like for you today? 
 
MINJEE LEE:  I feel like just because it was the first day, it was probably not as busy as I 
think the tournament is anticipating come the weekend.  Yeah, I think it's just been a great 
atmosphere.  Everybody's been really like cheery and I think it's maybe one of, I don't know, 
maybe one of the bigger events that come here.  Yeah, I think everybody's really excited to 
watch us play. 
 


