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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
July 17, 2019 
 
BROOKE HENDERSON 
ALENA SHARP             
 
 
Q.  With the Eh Team, 5 under par.  A lot of people thought that might be the low 
score in alternate shot.  How much more fun, Alena, or how much more intense is this 
form of competition?  
 
ALENA SHARP:  I think it's intense, but then we got out our tension and then we played and 
we were freewheeling it.  I think the first few holes we didn't really know what to expect and 
we had a lot of adrenaline, and then we calmed down and played really nicely together. 
 
Q.  I was talking to one player, she said it felt like you're hitting the first shot after a 
rain delay, you're not -- so long between full swings.  
 
ALENA SHARP:  Yeah, especially with the format, I don't think I hit an iron shot in until No. 
15.  Like we started on 10 and I didn't hit an iron shot in until 15.  I don't think Brooke had a 
long putt until 15.  It's just weird how it works out, but I think it was a good first day. 
 
Q.  I think the team that takes the inaugural title here is going to be the one that has 
the fewest "I'm sorrys."  How many did you have today? 
 
BROOKE HENDERSON:  I had a few right at the start, I was struggling a little bit.  Alena 
really bailed me out.  But after that, you know, like she said, we really got it going, kind of fed 
off each other.  She hit some good shots, I made some putts and vice versa.  So it really 
worked out nice and it's a good way to start and I'm looking forward to the weekend. 
 
Q.  Will it be an easy transition to go from this format to four-ball, or best ball as we 
call it? 
 
BROOKE HENDERSON:  I'm actually a lot more excited for best ball, so I'm looking forward 
to tomorrow. 
 
Q.  All right.  So, Alena, you guys finished up here at the top of the leaderboard.  Tell 
us what the experience was like out there. 
 
ALENA SHARP:  At the beginning I felt like it was kind of, like, nerve wracking a little bit to 
get going.  Then once we got a good game plan out there, we kind of helped each other 
read some putts.  At the beginning we didn't really know what we were doing, like we didn't 
really help each other out a lot.  Then we got into a nice roll, a nice rhythm and hit some 
good shots, made some putts.  Really never got into huge trouble.  
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Q.  Brooke, what are your big takeaways from this first round? 
 
BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah, I think we just got more and more comfortable as the round 
went on, as Alena mentioned.  I feel like we finally figured out, you know, our good strategies 
and how we were helping each other throughout the course for alternate shot.  So we can 
look forward to that on Friday, just being a little more comfortable out there. 
 
I think we were both hitting it well and making some putts, which is a great feeling.  I think if 
we can kind of keep the energy and momentum going to tomorrow and the next couple 
days, I think that's key. 
 
Q.  What do you guys think of the course from what you've seen obviously today for 
the first time actually in tournament play? 
 
BROOKE HENDERSON:  You know, the course played a little bit firmer than I was 
expecting it to.  It was quite soft yesterday, but we were getting release on both tee shots 
and approaches today.  But it's a great course, it's in great condition, so I think there's going 
to be definitely a lot of birdie opportunities and hopefully we can capitalize on those.  
 
ALENA SHARP:  I agree.  The course is playing I think into our game just nicely.  There's 
some long par 4s where we can take advantage because we hit it a little bit longer off the 
tee.  Then having an iron in as opposed to a hybrid to some tucked pins, I think it plays to 
our advantage.  And it's in great shape.  The greens are nice and speedy, which is a good 
plus for us.  I love putting on fast greens.  So really looking forward to the next few days. 
 
Q.  What are you most looking forward to tomorrow with the change of, I guess, the 
way the play is, the four-ball? 
 
ALENA SHARP:  I think we can maybe play a little bit more aggressive; one player's out 
there, you can go at it.  If the tees are up -- there's a couple par 4s that potentially could be 
moved up to be drivable, so I think we'll -- our games match each other that way, so we'll 
definitely have some more strategy talks tomorrow.  But we're just going to play our own 
game because, like Brooke said yesterday, if we play our own game well, the team will do 
well. 
 
Q.  You had a good following here, a lot of fans, signing a lot of autographs? 
 
BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah, it was a good start today with the crowds, and I'm sure 
over the weekend they'll continue to grow which is really exciting. 
 
Q.  What are your thoughts overall on just the community, the atmosphere here so far 
this week? 
 
BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah, the community's really excited to have us here, which is a 
great feeling.  I think just as it gets a little bit more exciting throughout the weekend, I'm sure 



3 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

there will be a ton more people out there.  I think it's just a great atmosphere and it's just a 
little different than a typical week out here on the LPGA Tour. 
 
Q.  A girl that you two met from Ontario that said she had all the open heart surgeries.  
How cool was it that she came down just to see you guys play? 
 
BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah, that's amazing, everything she's been through.  She's 
incredible.  To have her want to come and watch us play golf is pretty cool.  So it was 
special to meet her and just spend some time with her. 
 
ALENA SHARP:  Definitely gives you some perspective that we're just playing a little golf, 
hitting a little white ball around and there's other bigger things in life to be worried about.  So 
I think it's nice to have fans like that.  Just makes you humble, for sure. 
 
Q.  Most of the time you guys are teamed up, it's kind of match play.  Did you guys 
catch yourself like, "Oh, don't pick that up," or anything like that?  Was it a little bit 
different from that perspective where you guys were playing stroke play and not 
going 1-up and 1-down and all that? 
 
ALENA SHARP:  Yeah, I didn't find that because we don't play match play much anymore.  
We didn't have that issue where one person was going to go tap it out after missing a putt 
because we made all our putts. 
 
BROOKE HENDERSON:  True.  That was the thing I was most nervous about was just 
missing and going up and tapping it in, so glad I didn't do that. 
 
Q.  Alongside the Eh Team posting seven birdies over foursomes and that was a 
judgment worthy look for a bad Eh effort, but incredible play today.  How did you 
guys lock in to get seven birdies in alternate shot format? 
 
BROOKE HENDERSON:  You know, Alena was really hitting it well right from the start and 
she kind of bailed me out right at the beginning and we kind of just got going.  We felt the 
energy and the adrenaline.  Made a couple putts and we just kind of kept it going, which was 
fun.  It's cool to make seven birdies out here definitely in alternate shot. 
 
ALENA SHARP:  I think once we made our first birdie, we were just off to the races and we 
relaxed into the round and started hitting it really close and gave ourself a lot of 
opportunities.  So it was nice to do that during alternate shot.  You don't really know what to 
expect because we haven't played alternate shot together before. 
 
Q.  What kind of energy does the new format give you two? 
 
BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah, you know, I think this week I'm definitely looking forward to 
the best ball maybe a little bit more, but it was fun and a different experience I think for both 
of us.  Just kind of you're thinking all the time you want to put your partner in a good 
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position.  Sometimes you've got to just put that out of your mind and play your own game. 
 
ALENA SHARP:  Exactly, I feel the same way.  You have to play your own game and go 
with your gut feeling just like in regular stroke play.  I think we did that well today once we 
got going. 
 
Q.  Yeah, what did you learn from your foursomes round today when we're going back 
to foursomes in two rounds? 
 
BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah, you know, I think we just kind of got comfortable on how 
we started helping each other read putts maybe a little bit more and talking about some of 
the shots, so I think that was good, just being comfortable to be able to do that.  I think just 
continuing to talk through some strategy on some holes.  I don't know if we'll keep the same 
even-odds.  I think it worked pretty well today, so I think we'll do that again on Friday. 
 
ALENA SHARP:  Yeah, I feel the same way.  I feel like the way we set it up doing even and 
odds was nice because Brooke hits it longer than me and she got it down there.  On the 
par 5 we had an eagle putt from like eight feet.  So I think the way we had it out, you drove it 
really well today and kept us in play all day and gave me a lot of wedges in my hand, which 
was nice. 
 
Q.  What was the best piece of advice you gave your teammate throughout the round 
in talking strategy? 
 
BROOKE HENDERSON:  I don't even know.  I think Alena just kind of came up to me and 
just told me to relax a little bit on those first couple holes because I was pretty tight, and I 
think that was great advice because I just needed to kind of settle into the round a little bit. 
 
ALENA SHARP:  I think when we first started we were really quiet, and then on this hole 
here, No. 12 was our third hole, we started talking a little bit more and I think that relaxed 
both of us and I think that's something we just need to do from the get-go on Friday when 
we're out here.  It just eases the tension.  Not necessarily talk about golf, but just chatting, 
have a good laugh, and we did that and started making birdies.  It's a good recipe. 
 
Q.  Yeah, that recipe turned into a 65.  Thanks for the time. 
 


