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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
July 16, 2019 
 
MARIA FASSI 
JENNIFER KUPCHO 
 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  All right.  Welcome back to the media center at the Dow Great Lakes 
Bay Invitational.  We're here with Jennifer Kupcho and Maria Fassi, or as they're known this 
week, #TheFassiAndKupShow. Who came up with that?  Whose idea was that?  
 
JENNIFER KUPCHO:  Well, we actually put it on Instagram and then it turned out that my 
assistant coach, who's my caddie this week, came up with it. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  Okay.  What were some of the other ideas?  I like this one, but were 
you playing around with some other things?  Were there some other things that came in that 
you might have liked?  
 
MARIA FASSI:  I think we liked Kupsi was one of them, which is cute.  Was it Palmers 
Blessings, that was a nice one because our friendship started at Palmer Cup and last 
collegiate tournament was at Blessings.  
 
JENNIFER KUPCHO:  Another one was a Kup of Fassi.  That was a good one. 
 
MARIA FASSI:  That was a good one, too. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  I like what you ended up with, TheFassiandKupShow.  You're going 
to put on quite a show out there.  It's been quite a show for both of you the last couple 
weeks.  Maria, I'll start with you.  Since you both made your pro debuts at the U.S. Women's 
Open, I would imagine it's been a bit of a whirlwind for both of you.  What have the last few 
weeks and the last month or so been like?  
 
MARIA FASSI:  Well, it's definitely exciting to be on the LPGA now.  I have been dreaming 
about this for a very long time, and starting at the U.S. Open and actually getting paired with 
Jennifer the first two rounds was really special.  It was a lot of fun.  And then just seeing how 
the LPGA goes about things and the tournaments and all that has been very exciting.  
Definitely overwhelming at times, but I think we're trying to just figure out how to deal with 
some of those things and how to stay organized and balanced.  But overall it's just been so 
much fun to be able to be doing my dream. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  Jennifer, you're both here on a sponsor invite.  Maybe a little media 
interest out there, a lot of fan interest for getting you both out here playing together.  What 
was it like when you guys got the call that you were being extended this invitation to play 
here?  
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JENNIFER KUPCHO:  I think we were both excited.  Obviously we had a great time at 
Augusta together and we were just excited to get out here and play as professionals 
together. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  Whichever one of you wants to answer this.  We're so used to seeing 
you playing against each other, NCAAs, and granted you were in the same group at Augusta 
but ultimately competitors.  What's the dynamic like now playing together?   
 
JENNIFER KUPCHO:  Go for it. 
 
MARIA FASSI:  Well, I think especially at Augusta, I mean, we showed that, I mean, yeah, 
we are competing against each other, but we're friends and we understand that the one that 
shoots the lowest score's going to win and there's no need for like that mean 
competitiveness, if you will.   
 
So I think the fact that we both understand that is very important, because now that we're 
teaming up together for this week, we're on the same page with a lot of those things.  So for 
us it's just going out there and making as many birdies as we can and enjoying ourselves, 
enjoying our time out here, enjoying the crowds.  I think that if we do that, it's going to be a 
great week for the both of us. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  Jennifer, what's your takeaway from this experience so far?  
 
JENNIFER KUPCHO:  It's been really fun to walk the fairways with her again and be a team 
with her.  We're supporting each other out here and obviously we both want to play well, so 
it's just a fun experience. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  I'll open it up for any questions. 
 
Q.  This year the LPGA changed the rule which allowed you to stay in school and then 
become an LPGA member; you had, I believe, something like six months.  At first 
when I read that they made that change, I said, wow, this is great, they get to stay in 
school and become an LPGA member.  But looking at it now, it really puts you at a 
disadvantage, you can't win Rookie of the Year really.  You only have like nine 
full-field events before the tour goes to Asia and you basically you want to finish in 
the Top 80, you have to make somewhere around $220,000, which seems crazy.  
Wouldn't it have been a lot easier just to go to Q-School this year, start out fresh and 
have a good chance of winning Rookie of the Year?  It would have been between the 
two of you, I believe.  
 
JENNIFER KUPCHO:  I mean, Rookie of the Year, I always wanted to get my degree, so 
that really never crossed my mind.  Based on how hard it is, good things always come hard.  
Obviously I haven't played as well as I wanted to, but I'm starting to come back and I think I 
still made a great decision on going back to school. 
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MARIA FASSI:  Yeah, I think I would agree with Jennifer on that one.  I mean, of course 
being Rookie of the Year would be great, but nobody's taking away my degree and I think 
that, let's say we were not to finish inside the Top 80, we still have these four months or 
three months of experience that we didn't have before now going on to Q-School again at 
the end of the year.   
 
So I think even if it goes not the way we planned or if it ends up going well and we both end 
up in the Top 80, I think that the experience that we're living right now and just being out 
here and knowing what it is to play for money and knowing what it is to be playing with like a 
target in mind of staying inside the Top 80, I think it's teaching us a lot more than we think. 
 
So I think, yeah, it's going to be harder, for sure, to keep our card.  But like she said, we're 
definitely going to have to work harder for what we want.  But I think at the end of the day it's 
a great opportunity that we have to finish our degree, play for our school the last six months 
and then be out here. 
 
Q.  Last week in Toledo, Jennifer, you were on the first page of the leaderboard going 
to Saturday.  I think that's, what, your first taste of being on the leaderboard that late 
in the tournament.  What was going through your mind?  You slid a little bit on 
Sunday, but, I mean, I thought you had a really good tournament.  I was rooting for 
you. 
 
JENNIFER KUPCHO:  Yeah, earlier this year at the Meijer I was playing really well as well, 
up there on the leaderboard.  Last year at the Marathon I actually played well as an amateur.  
Obviously I know that's different.  It came with a little bit of familiarity just because I had 
been up there at that tournament, so I was pretty calm.  If you don't put yourself in the mix, 
you're never going to win a tournament.  So it's always a learning experience. 
 
Q.  Is there going to be any competitiveness?  I know you guys are on the same team, 
but is there still going to be that competitive edge where you want to have the best 
ball and you want to outshoot the other person?   
 
And the second question is, I know you said you have a tee time later, but have you 
gone out on the course and have you played the course yet and what are your first 
impressions of that? 
 
MARIA FASSI:  Well, I think this week it's not about Maria Fassi or Jennifer Kupcho, it's 
about The Fassi and Kup Show.  So it doesn't really matter if she goes out there and makes 
18 birdies.  I mean, that's amazing.  I'll be clapping and cheering her on.  Or if it's the other 
way around, I know it's going to be like that.  It's a team, it takes effort from the both of us.  
It's not only effort on putting up a birdie or a score, there's so many things behind it that 
allow that score to show, you know? 
 
So I don't think that's going to be a problem with us because, like I said before, we're on the 
same page and we understand what this is about.   
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And yeah, we got around the course yesterday.  It was nice.  I think we got a good game 
plan, so I'm excited for the week to start. 
 
Q.  Your first impressions of the golf course?  Sorry. 
 
JENNIFER KUPCHO:  I thought it was really nice.  I mean, pretty straightforward, goofy 
placed bunkers a little bit in the fairways, but other than that, greens are a little tricky.  I think 
it's definitely scorable. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  What do you think the scores are going to be out there?  We see so 
much difference between foursomes and four-ball.  What are your thoughts on the play out 
there we're going to see the next few days? 
 
MARIA FASSI:  I think like Jennifer said, we can definitely see some places where you can 
go low.  There's some holes that we're having to hit wedges in there so you can be a little bit 
more aggressive.  The greens are kind of soft, so that's going to allow us to be more 
aggressive as well.  But then there's some other tricky holes where you have to take a par 
and just sprint out of there. 
 
I think it just depends on the weather and on how the course is playing, but I think we can 
see some low numbers out here, for sure. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  Coming out of the collegiate game recently, you both do have 
experience with foursomes and four-ball I would think.  Do you like playing this kind of 
format?  It's different.  It's something we don't get to play every day. 
 
JENNIFER KUPCHO:  Yeah, I definitely played it with my college teammates just during 
practice and stuff.  Obviously I've played on U.S. teams and so I've played that as well. 
 
I think just the main thing in alternate shot is you never say sorry because you can't -- you 
don't do that and your partner's going to do their best.  So you just have to trust and go out 
there and play every shot like you can. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  It's a great point, you never say sorry, it's the give and take, it's the 
give and take.  How are you figuring that out in a partnership that is 48 hours old?  
 
MARIA FASSI:  I think, like I said, we had a good game plan yesterday.  We were both 
hitting our tee balls and she was playing my ball, I was playing her ball only when she hit the 
fairway.  No, we were just playing each other's balls and just to get a feel of how that goes.   
 
And I agree with her, we're both trying to do our best.  And I mean, if I hit in the trees, it's not 
like I was trying to hit in the trees.  The fact that, like I said, we're on the same page so I 
think that's going to be key this week, just understanding and staying very patient with each 
other. 
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But it's good.  We're good friends, we know each other and I think that helps a lot.  It's just 
going to be a fun week, so I think we don't really have to be putting a lot of thought into it, 
just enjoying it.  I think if we do that, it's going to be good. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  Any further questions for Jennifer and Maria?  All right.  Well, Team 
Fassi and Kupcho, good luck out there. 
 


