
1 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
July 16, 2019 
 
INGEE CHUN & LYDIA KO 
 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  We're going to start on here back at the Dow Great Lakes Bay 
Invitational with our next team, Lydia Ko and Ingee Chung.  I did some digging, I couldn't 
find it.  Do you guys have a team name yet?  
 
INGEE CHUN:  Yes, we have. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  Do you mind telling us what that is? 
 
INGEE CHUN:  Let's Ko -- 
 
LYDIA KO:  -- Dumbo.    
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  Let's Ko Dumbo.  I like it, I like it very much, off Lydia Ko and Ingee 
Chun, affectionately known as Dumbo.   
 
You guys just finished up your practice round, or excuse me, your pro-am round.  What was 
it like out there?  I don't think I've ever seen so many people out here for a pro-am day.  
What was it like out there with all the pink and all the fans? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, obviously a lot of people are wearing pink for breast cancer, so it's 
always great for an event, you know, to be involved with a charity and a foundation like that.  
Hopefully throughout the week there will be a lot of pink out there to support it. 
 
We played with chief of a tribe not too far away from here, which was really cool; their close 
friends and his wife.  Not often that you play with a chief of a tribe, and to kind of hear how 
he became the chief and their roles.  I think he was saying there's 12 tribes in Michigan 
state.  New information, new cool things that we learnt about.   
 
There were some pretty good shots on the front nine and I'm pretty sure they did on the 
back.  It would have been great if we had some extra time to kind of bond and get used to 
the golf course, but we were able to do that a little bit yesterday, which was nice, and kind of 
strategize our plan for these upcoming few days. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  Ingee, can you tell us some about your strategy?  How does your 
game complement Lydia's and how are you going to play together over the next few days?  
 
INGEE CHUN:  I think we have pretty similar game style, and then I think this golf course is 
our type of course.  I think we can make good teamwork, good score maybe.  We'll try, do 
our best. 
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CHRISTINA LANCE:  Yes.  What is both of your experience in events like this?  Have you 
played a lot of team play?  I know unfortunately not able to play in the Solheim Cup, but in 
the U.L. International Crown and various other events, what is your experience in team play 
like this?  
 
LYDIA KO:  I think Ingee has played a few more team events since turning pro than I have, 
especially being involved with, you know, the International Crown, and, you know, being the 
winner as last year. 
 
We were on the same team playing Inbee's event at the end of last season and that was my 
first team event as a professional.  It was great, a lot of fun.  Golf is a very individual game, 
it's just you and your caddie out there.  It's nice that you have a partner that you can rely on, 
and even if it doesn't go your way, you're out there supporting each other.  I think that's the 
great thing about team play.   
 
Ingee has kind of been like an older sister to me on Tour, so I think, you know, we get along 
really well.  Like she said, we have pretty similar games.  So it's hard, sometimes they say 
when it comes to best ball, you need a very opposite style of game play, but I think it's really 
all about the consistency and how well you can feed off each other.  And if you're out of it, 
how the other partner can pull you through.  I think it's a combination of all different things, 
especially you're on a golf course where it's a pretty traditional style course.  It's not really 
open and the mixed variety of the length of holes.  Hopefully it will work in our favor and I 
think we're just going to have a lot of fun and a lot of laughs, so I'm super excited for it. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  Ingee, I have a question for you before we open it up for questions.  
You came here from Lancaster, Pennsylvania, where you set up your foundation following 
your U.S. Women's Open win.  I know you've given out six scholarships now to students.  
What does it mean to you to really be able to work closely with the people there in the place 
where you got your first big win?  
 
INGEE CHUN:  Last month at Hazeltine Golf Club during the KPMG Women's 
Championship week, one young guy was following me through the 18 holes, and after finish 
golf he came to me and introduced himself and he was one of the -- my foundation 
scholarship recipients.  Said thank you for everything.  Without scholarship and he 
couldn't -- because he work, now he work in turn for PGA of America now.  He said thank 
you.  That makes me happy and even more thankful for all the Lancaster community.  It was 
very meaningful.  I always happy to be there.  So I had another great time from over there 
last week. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  I know they're happy to have you there.  It was a great week in 
Lancaster.    
 
Q.  You mentioned earlier today you played in the pro-am.  I'm sure the participants 
ask you about your culture.  Was it pretty cool for you to turn the tables a little bit and 
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be the interviewer and learn about other cultures as well? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah.  You know, when we saw the names on the first tee, I was like, "Oh, 
chief, you don't see that very often."  I told my caddie, Johnny, I was like, "Can you ask him 
if he's like from a local tribe?"  And then they kind of got talking and Johnny said he didn't 
want to be rude, but wanted to ask like how do you become a chief of a tribe.  You don't 
really know what the process is like.   
 
He said that they elect the chiefs.  So I was like, "Oh, so he's kind of a people's man," and 
you could see that in the chief's personality.   
 
It's just great to be able to learn about different cultures.  Obviously every country, every 
area has different cultures themselves.  I'm very lucky to be a part of both the Korean and 
New Zealand cultures.  It's great to learn about other people and their lifestyles.   
 
I think that's a great thing about the LPGA.  We have a vast variety of international players 
and we get to visit different spots on Tour, whether it's domestic events or internationally.  I 
think it's a great way for us to learn about, you know, the local people and their cultures.  It's 
one of my favorite things of traveling and being a part of the LPGA. 
 
Q.  You said this course is a course almost designed for your games.  Can you kind of 
elaborate on why you think this course is, quote unquote, your type of course? 
 
INGEE CHUN:  Actually, me and Lydia not super long distance driver -- drive.  Both we have 
a really good short game around the green.  It works really well from this golf course.  They 
have kind of big slope on the green and a small -- I think we can make the scoring on the 
course. 
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah.  I mean, obviously Ingee has proved herself in any type of golf courses, 
you know, from U.S. Women's Open to Evian and many other events.   
 
You do kind of want to go into the week hoping that the golf course suits you, but like she 
said, we're not the longest hitters off the tee.  Around this golf course there are some 
run-outs and trees and bunkers, so it's not necessarily the person that hits it very far.  I think 
accuracy off the tee's going to be important as the greens aren't really big.  So being on the 
fairway and giving yourself opportunities to shoot at some of these greens are important.   
 
I think my partner here is one of the best putters and I think one of the best clutch putters on 
Tour.  It's always nice that, hey, you know, if I stick it or hit it somewhat close or on the 
green, I feel like she's always got a good chance of holing it. 
 
I think it's not a golf course that suits one type of player.  I like that because it opens it up to 
many of the groups out here.  And there are definitely different combinations of players, so 
you really don't know which way it's going to go.  With alternate shots and best ball, it's really 
the combination between the two players. 
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So, yeah, hopefully we're going to go out there, try to make as many birdies as we can and 
just enjoy ourselves.  We're going to try and stay positive and I think that's the great thing 
about this course.  (Inaudible.)  You're kind of playing your game and not worried about what 
shot does she have next.  I think because we're pretty close even before officially partners of 
this week, I think it just makes it an easy transition and, you know, we tried to message and 
go, hey, what's our walk-up song, what's our team name?  So it started more than just 
Monday of just from yesterday, it was kind of a good lead-up for us.  
 
Q.  Two questions for Ingee.  How did you get the nickname Dumbo? 
 
INGEE CHUN:  Because I have a lot of curiosity, so this -- my coach gave me this nickname 
Dumbo because I did a lot of question for him before and I heard elephant is most curious 
animal.  When I was with him, he goes, "oh, you look like baby elephant, like Dumbo."  That 
how it start. 
 
Q.  And the second question, I see that you're matched with the 1016 Network for 
the -- is it the charitable, your beneficiary?  Have you been able to connect with them 
or do you know anything about the organization? 
 
INGEE CHUN:  Pardon? 
 
Q.  1016 Recovery Network you're matched with.  Do the two of you know anything 
about the organization? 
 
LYDIA KO:  We actually haven't gotten a lot to connect with them, but we've got the next 
four days to get to know more about it.  And obviously I think, you know, that's great that all 
of us players are not just representing ourselves and just our team, but somebody else, I 
think, and a foundation like that.   
 
So it's a really great cause for all of us to be involved in and I think, you know, it's like every 
birdie or every shot really counts at that point.   
 
Yeah, no, I think we're excited to get to know a bit more over these next few days and I think 
it's a great thing, part of this event, and I think Dow has done an incredible job of these kind 
of cool initiatives.   
 
Yeah, no, it doesn't happen at every event.  So I think as players, we're honored to 
represent different teams and different researchers and foundations and I think it's a great 
way to know more about the charities and everybody involved with Dow here. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  Well, thank you very much, ladies.  Wish you best of luck this week, 
enjoy yourselves.   
 


