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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
July 15, 2019 
 
CATRIONA MATTHEW 
SUZANN PETTERSEN 
 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  All right.  Welcome back to the media center at the Dow Great Lakes 
Bay Invitational.  We're here with Suzann Pettersen and Catriona Matthew.   
 
I should say to Suzann, welcome back.  We haven't seen you in a while.  Has some stuff 
been up in your life?  Has some stuff changed with you perhaps?  
 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Well, I haven't been playing golf for about a year and a half.  I had 
a little baby boy in August last year and it's definitely changed my life.  And I love being a 
mom.  I've loved every second with him being at home.  It's just the greatest gift, to be 
honest.  We've had an easy ride so far, he's been a good boy.  You get what you deserve, 
they say.   
 
But life is great.  I've been very happy being at home, not playing, and I feel this was a good 
tournament to come back and make an appearance. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  We're really excited to have you back.  Herman is running around 
outside with your husband.  I'm sure it's a lot to take in this week.   
 
Catriona, have you given your partner any advice?  You've been out here on the road with 
your girls, you know what it's like. 
 
CATRIONA MATTHEW:  Yeah, it's just great fun.  Obviously it's different, completely 
different.  Everything revolves around them now rather than yourself, which it used to do.  I 
think everyone learns and does it their own way.  Obviously Christian and Suzann's mom 
and dad are out, which does make it a lot easier.  But yeah, you wouldn't miss it, you 
wouldn't change it for anything. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  What has life been like for you now?  You are back here this week, 
we're happy to have you back, but I ran into you earlier and you said you haven't necessarily 
been playing a lot of golf. 
 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I have to be honest, I didn't play for about 12 months.  I had a few 
complications during the pregnancy so I wasn't allowed to fly, so at that point I was stuck in 
Norway where my doctor was and I couldn't really get back to the U.S.  We just had made a 
decision to kind of stay there until kind of Herman was due.  We thought nine months is a 
very short time of your life and you've got to do what the doctors tells you to do.  I guess for 
once I listened, which was a good thing.   
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Been slowly picking it back up.  Yeah, we play golf forever, but when you haven't been 
around it for a long time, it's like starting working out.  It's tough until you kind of get over the 
hurdle and the more you kind of practice, the more frustrating it gets.  That part I definitely 
didn't miss.  But once you kind of get going, you start feeling like you've done this before and 
some automatic instincts come around and you start -- at least, I mean, game is getting 
better and better.  I feel awfully good.  I'm surprised, I haven't really lost too much distance, if 
anything.   
 
So the game is almost where I left it, surprisingly, but it's been a lot of hard work to get here.  
The only thing that's different is the time, the time.  My time schedule is very different, but for 
the better, of course.   
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  And I'm sure that's always going to be a work in progress now.  
You're never going to know what your day is going to be like. 
 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I guess it only gets harder and harder.  
 
CATRIONA MATTHEW:  Wait until you have another one, traveling with two.  It is.  We've 
both done this for so long, you do learn to adjust.  And you perhaps practice for a little bit 
less but you're more quality practice.  So yeah, we do adjust.  It's definitely doable out here. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  Catriona, this is a preview of what we're going to see you two 
together later this year at the Solheim Cup with you as the captain and Suzann as the vice 
captain.  If I was doing my research right, you both played a lot of team golf, but I don't think 
you were ever paired together at the Solheim Cup. 
 
CATRIONA MATTHEW:  No, I don't think we were.  I don't think we ever did play together.  I 
played with lots of different people, but never Suzann. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  So how did this come together, this partnership, and how do you think 
this will help as you start looking ahead to Gleneagles?  
 
CATRIONA MATTHEW:  I think we were just chatting perhaps about Solheim Cup things 
one time, I think I was asking her, "Are you going to come and play."  She said, "Oh, I'm 
going to come and play at the Dow," and I said "Oh,"If you're looking for a partner," so that 
was kind of how it came about.  
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  Suzann, this has got to be some good practice for you, a good 
opportunity for you to get back out on the golf course and then to see the state of the games 
of these European players as they head over. 
 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Yeah, I think this is a good time, first of all to spend a time with 
Beany; our other vice captain, Kathryn Marshall, who's standing there back in the corner.  
It's also just nice to catch up with the other players.  I kept in touch with a fair share of the 
players while I've been gone so I kind of know what the scoop is out here, but it's always 
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nice to see people in person.  Most of all, just to kind of spend some time and have some 
fun and play some golf. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  We'll open it up for questions, raise your hand and we can bring 
around a microphone.  While we're working on that, Suzann, I wanted to ask you, you have 
been a Dow ambassador for many years.  I know Dow has done a lot for your professional 
career.  It's got to be pretty fulfilling and pretty awesome to see them now as part of the 
greater LPGA family. 
 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  You know what, this has been a dream of mine, a dream of ours, 
the Dow family, to finally have an official LPGA tournament.  We've talked about it for years.  
Things don't happen overnight, so first thing to how -- to have Dow here in Midland, their 
headquarters, the community, everyone stands right behind the tournament.  Everyone's so 
excited, couldn't be in a better place.  The course is fantastic, it's in great shape.   
 
I just want to thank Dow for the continued support, and obviously on behalf of the LPGA, to 
bring a team event to the schedule.  It's been, I don't know, have you ever played a team 
event?  
 
CATRIONA MATTHEW:  The only team event I played was the mixed team where you 
played with a PGA pro.  That finished a while ago.   
 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  It's years ago.  
 
CATRIONA MATTHEW:  I think this event is great fun.  I think it's great that golf's trying 
different types of events.  We'll see how fun the foursomes is, but no, it will be good. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  This is the first time we have official team play on the tour.  What is 
that dynamic out there?  You both have Solheim Cups and other team events.  What is the 
dynamic out there now in a 72-hole stroke play event where you're not just playing for 
yourself, where you're playing for your partner?  
 
CATRIONA MATTHEW:  I think scores are a little different from a Solheim Cup.  
 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Very different. 
 
CATRIONA MATTHEW:  Match play sometimes is a slightly easier format, so we'll see what 
it's like being out there taking a score.  I think it's just fun.  I always think that's why I've loved 
the Solheim so much, because you've got a teammate there and obviously you've got more 
than one, but it's just different because golf is so individual usually that to have that 
camaraderie out on the golf course is good fun.  
 
Q.  Suzann, you being a new mother and this being your first LPGA Tour since having 
your son, is there going to be any more nerves maybe than usual knowing that you 
have taken so much time off. 
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SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I've gone through a few phases of anxiety, nervous, but you know 
what, I'm very relaxed.  I feel like I've done my fair share to kind of come here and be 
prepared.  You're always nervous because you care, and definitely when you have a partner 
alongside that you don't want to kind of let down too much.  So I told Beany I'll definitely do 
my best to be as well prepared as I can.  I feel like I have and that's all I can do.  At this point 
I'm probably as relaxed as I've ever been and I think it's for me maybe a little bit better. 
 
Q.  This isn't your first time in Midland, so how happy are you to be back in this 
community? 
 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  No, I've actually been around this track a few times before.  I was 
here in the wintertime, we did some marketing and kind of a kickoff to kick off the event in a 
lot of different places.  We were at the tennis, we were at the hockey game, we were all over 
the community.  And yesterday I strolled through the street for the street festival, food 
festival just to see all the people.   
 
The weather, I mean, it's great.  I couldn't be more happy, and I just have to thank Dow for 
supporting me over the last 11 years and also now starting a new chapter with the LPGA 
family.  
 
Q.  Suzann, you're playing with Jim Fitterling in the pro-am tomorrow, I think.  Are you 
going to have any advice for him? 
 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I've actually been able to play with Jim a few times before, so I 
think he knows his game fairly well.  This is his track, so he should probably show us 
around, show us where not to hit it.  I'm looking forward to it, it's going to be a great day 
tomorrow.  Tuesday or Wednesdays are what tournaments are all about.  So just excited to 
get one more look at the course tomorrow and excited to see how much Jim has practiced 
his game lately. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  I know you've also got Commissioner Whan with you.  He tweeted 
earlier that he's on his way, and threw out a team name of FitterWhan.  Jim, if that's okay 
with you.  Do you two have a team name?  
 
CATRIONA MATTHEW:  I noticed she left that for me at registration.   
 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Yeah, yeah.   
 
CATRIONA MATTHEW:  We're working on it. 
 
SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Our song's probably going to be from the '70s and none of the 
other players even know who it is. 
 
CATRIONA MATTHEW:  Works for me. 



5 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  I've got one more for you, Catriona.  I know, unless things have 
changed, you were saying this is going to be your final event, LPGA event on U.S. soil.  
We're certainly sad to see you stay home, but understand.  What does it mean to you to 
have this event, to be here with Suzann and now as you wrap up your time over here playing 
full time in the U.S? 
 
CATRIONA MATTHEW:  Yeah, it's great fun.  As you say, it's a team event, which is good 
fun.  No cut, which for me lately's a good thing. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  Sorry, there is one. 
 
CATRIONA MATTHEW:  Oh, there is a cut? 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  Yeah, there is a cut.  Sorry to tell you.  
 
CATRIONA MATTHEW:  Oh, no.  Oh, gosh. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  Surprise. 
 
CATRIONA MATTHEW:  I'm worried now.  But no, I mean, I'm looking forward to it.  
Obviously this is my 25th year on tour.  I've had a great time, had a great run.  My two 
daughters at home, they're 12 and 10 now, just getting to that age where they need you at 
home a bit more.  It just seemed like the right time.  I'll play a few events perhaps here and 
there in Europe, maybe the Senior Open next year. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  There you go. 
 
CATRIONA MATTHEW:  I know, I'm getting to that vast age. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  It's good to know you're not going away and not coming back.  We'll 
always take you back whenever you want.   
 
We're excited to have you back, Suzann.   
 
And with that, we'll wrap it up.  Thank you, ladies, so much.  Enjoy your week. 
 


