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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
July 15, 2019 
 
JESSICA KORDA 
NELLY KORDA 
 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  Speaking of jelly, we are here at the Great Lakes Bay Invitational with 
Team Jelly, Jessica Korda, World No. 15, Nelly Korda, World No. 10.  It makes sense, Team 
Jelly, but whose idea was it?  Who cam up with Team Jelly?  
 
NELLY KORDA:  Actually me.   
 
JESSICA KORDA:  We were walking, actually playing a practice round at KPMG and we're 
like, all right, well, we've got to figure out a team name or an announcement or something, 
and we literally did with in one hole.   
 
NELLY KORDA:  Yeah.  We're like, jelly, that's perfect.    
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  Makes sense.  We were talking outside, you said this is your first 
opportunity to do anything like this, to play together in a team event.  Jess, we'll start with 
you.  Were there any thoughts about playing with anyone other than Nelly.  
 
JESSICA KORDA:  No, not really.  It's either play with Nelly or don't play.  I've always 
wanted to play some sort of team event with my sister and what a great opportunity to be 
able to do that.  Obviously also kind of good prep for Solheim, but we're really excited. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  And Nelly, I'll go over to you.  This is the first time we've had a team 
event like this, certainly we have Solheim, which this will be your first time on the team.  I 
know you both played Curtis Cup, Junior Evian, some of the junior events.  How excited are 
you to have something different like this, just not a regular straightforward 72-hole event?  
It's got some quirks to it.   
 
NELLY KORDA:  Yeah, I think it's going to be a really exciting event.  It's definitely 
something new and we'll see how this week goes, but today we already played alternate 
shot together and it went well, so that was good. 
 
JESSICA KORDA:  We didn't argue at all.  
 
NELLY KORDA:  Yeah, it was good.  We hit a lot of fairways and greens, I guess that's 
good.  I think it will just be a lot of fun and I think it'll bring a lot of like new fans to the golf 
course. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  What is the dynamic out there on the golf course?  First time learning 
it of a different format, how do you attack a practice round? 
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JESSICA KORDA:  Well, actually went out and played nine holes yesterday with my caddie 
and her caddie.  Nelly stayed back yesterday.  We just already looked at the golf course and 
kind of made a decision and then brought Nelly in obviously today and then kind of was 
asking her what her opinions were.   
 
Front nine obviously playing a lot different than the back nine with a lot more hazards, a little 
bit more positional than I think the front nine is a little bit more straightforward.   
 
But yeah, just trying to figure out a game plan.  I mean, for four-ball I think we all know what 
we're going to do, it's just depending on how they're going to set it up.  More just the 
alternate shot, trying to figure anything out.  We have such similar games.  There really 
wasn't that big of an issue at all. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  So you think your games will complement each other out here?  
 
NELLY KORDA:  Yeah, she hits it long, I hit it pretty decently long as well.  I mean, we've 
played so many times together.  I mean, we used to practice together until she left me and 
moved over to the other side of Florida, but that's okay.   
 
But no, I mean, we know our games really well.  We actually played a couple times together 
my rookie year.  So over the years we've just learned our games. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  We were joking outside that you guys never get paired together.  Are 
you looking forward to it, to being out there 18 holes together?  It happens so rarely. 
 
NELLY KORDA:  Yeah, I just hope she doesn't push my buttons. 
 
JESSICA KORDA:  I know where they are, you know where my are.  Stay far, far away from 
them.   
 
I think honestly our caddies are really easy going as well and we're taking this as a really fun 
opportunity for us.  Obviously we want to win and play our best, and, you know, if we just 
keep playing our own games, we're going to be just fine.  In terms of having fun out there, 
that's just a given. 
 
NELLY KORDA:  Yeah. 
 
JESSICA KORDA:  It's really nothing serious. 
 
NELLY KORDA:  We have a pretty solid team this week.  It's really light and I think it will 
just be a lot of fun. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  We'll open it up for any questions.    
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Q.  When you guys were growing up, I'm sure you were very competitive.  How did 
that play out in your family?  You had a lot of athletes.  Were you like competitive with 
each other and how did that look? 
 
NELLY KORDA:  You know, she's five years older so her rookie year was 2011.  So that's 
kind of when I started playing a lot of tournament golf, so really we didn't kind of like grow up 
together.  She was on the road a lot.  So my brother and I were really close growing up.   
 
So these past couple years traveling together, being on tour together have really brought us 
a lot closer, I think.  Yeah, you know, it's very competitive in our family, but it's all really 
healthy.  We push each other. 
 
JESSICA KORDA:  We're always there if the other one needs anything.  I think that we 
don't say that enough.  We always -- if she needs me for whatever it might be, I'll always 
drop what I'm doing and come out and she'll do the same for me.   
 
In terms of competition, we're always trying to lift the other one up, but when it's go-time, 
obviously we want to beat each other, but at the same time we're rooting each other on. 
 
NELLY KORDA:  Which I think we actually push each other as well when we're trying to 
beat each other. 
 
Q.  First question, have you heard from other golfers whether they're intimidated that 
two sisters are teaming up?  Do they think you have an advantage given that you've 
been playing together for so long? 
 
NELLY KORDA:  No, not at all actually.  There's two pairs of sisters out here this week.  No, 
we haven't heard.  We haven't really talked about it too much. 
 
JESSICA KORDA:  No.  I mean, we announced it pretty late.  Weren't really sure.  And also 
we've taken a couple weeks off, I've taken two weeks off, Nelly hasn't played in three, so we 
actually haven't seen a lot of players.  But there's some good match-ups this week.  I think it 
will be really interesting to see, especially alternate shot.  I mean, when do we ever play 
alternate shot where you actually have to finish everything out.  It's just a very fun format, 
but it will be very interesting as well. 
 
Q.  What are your impressions of the community of Midland so far? 
 
NELLY KORDA:  It seems like everyone really knows each other and it seems like a really 
friendly town.  We're really excited.  Looks like the town's going to get behind this event and 
really support it. 
 
JESSICA KORDA:  Ditto.  
 
NELLY KORDA:  Times two. 
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Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
NELLY KORDA:  No.  I mean, our parents just kind of let us do whatever we wanted.  We 
grew up playing a lot of sports.  We were all really active.  My brother played hockey pretty 
seriously until he got into tennis.  Our parents just kind of let us pick what we wanted to do.  I 
was that annoying little sister, I say this a lot -- 
 
JESSICA KORDA:  All the time. 
 
NELLY KORDA:  -- but I always wanted do what Jess was doing and it just kind of worked 
out that way. 
 
JESSICA KORDA:  And I wasn't allowed to go anywhere without my little sister. 
 
NELLY KORDA:  She loved it. 
 
JESSICA KORDA:  We were always very much encouraged to play a sport, it didn't matter 
what it was, but go outside, be active, do whatever it needed to be.  Tennis just was not 
something -- I love watching it, I think she loves watching it as well, but we're just not into 
playing it.  We play maybe once a year, that's about it.   
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  Speaking of watching, were you able to watch the men's final 
yesterday? 
 
JESSICA KORDA:  I was.  I was all heartbroken for Fed, but it's an incredible match, it was.  
I was kind of hoping it wasn't going to go into a fifth set tiebreaker, but at the end of the day 
that's just how it is.  You don't want another Isner match. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  That match was crazy. 
 
Q.  What's your first impression of the golf course for the alternate shot and for the 
best ball, and do you think you can bring it to its knees, or what's your first 
impression of the course?  
 
NELLY KORDA:  I've only seen the back nine, so I have yet to see the front nine, but Jess 
said the front nine's pretty straightforward.  It looks really narrow from what I've seen, but the 
back nine seems like it has a lot more character to it, I guess.  I mean, you're hitting a lot of 
like 3-woods and rescues off the tees, even iron occasionally, depends where they put the 
tee boxes. 
 
JESSICA KORDA:  Yeah. 
 
NELLY KORDA:  But yeah, it's going to be I feel like a placement golf course.  But it's pretty 
narrow off the tee and the greens are small.  I think the greens are going to be really tricky 
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this week.  They're kind of hard to see and you don't really see a lot of the break in them, so 
you're going to really have to read the greens a lot.  I think it's going to be a good test of golf. 
 
JESSICA KORDA:  I think it's interesting because, what, there's only two par 5s.  As of right 
now, neither one of them are reachable.  There's some shorter par 4s, longer par 3s, some 
sorter par 3s, so there's like a mix of kind of everything.  Looks like they might put up a 
couple of the par 4s to be drivable as well, so that will be interesting.  See what game plans 
girls are going to be choosing for those holes.  I think you'll get a good mix of everything.  
But again, it just depends on how they decide to set up the golf course for the formats that 
we're playing. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  Anything further for Jessica and Nelly?  Well, good luck this week.  I 
hope you're still friends when this is over. 
 
JESSICA KORDA:  Sisters, definitely.  Friends, we'll see.  
 


