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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
July 4, 2019 
 
TONY FINAU  ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  When you got to this golf course, you had to kind of like what you saw, didn't you? 
 
TONY FINAU:  Yeah, I did.  It was soft and it was long and I don't mind that.  There's some 
beast of holes out there and this is a beast of a golf course.  Fairways aren't playing firm, so 
some of those 500-yard holes you're hitting into the wind today and mid irons in there, 
5-irons, 6-irons, 7-irons.  So not really the clubs I'm used to hitting in on par 4s, but I did like 
the look of it when I first saw it. 
 
Q.  I know you struggled a little bit the last couple of tournaments, but you were 
working on your game.  What have you been working on and what sort of came to the 
top today? 
 
TONY FINAU:  Yeah, I had my coach out with me last week at home and then the first two 
days here early in the work.  Just trying to keep it as simple as possible.  I think when you're 
trying to get better, sometimes you complicate the process and you think about too many 
things, try to change too many things at one time.   
 
Just keeping it simple, and that's a lot easier said than done when you're trying to get 
incrementally better in this game.  But I think we've done a good job of that in the last couple 
weeks to say, hey, those swing thoughts that have worked, stick with those, and I was able 
do that today. 
 
Q.  Earlier this week the Minnesota Timberwolves presented you with a jersey with 
your high school number on it.  How cool was that? 
 
TONY FINAU:  It was incredible, it was awesome.  I was thinking about doing a funny free 
agency Tweet or Instagram story saying that I signed with the Minnesota Timberwolves.  
That would have been pretty funny.  Really thankful that they were able to do that.  It's pretty 
cool.  I'm a huge NBA fan, and even though I'm a Lakers fan, I'll take a jersey from any 
team. 
 
Q.  The PGA TOUR hasn't been in Minneapolis for a long time.  What were the crowds 
like out there today? 
 
TONY FINAU:  They were great, yeah, they were great.  Obviously they love Phil, as they 
should.  And I had a few fans out there as well, so yeah, I thought they were great. 
 
Q.  Tony, just some thoughts on your round today.  Are you happy with the way you 
started with a 5-under 66? 
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TONY FINAU:  Yeah, real happy.  Didn't feel great on the range this morning, didn't hit a lot 
of solid shots, but sometimes that's how it goes.  You've got to muster up something to play 
with and I was able to find something out there and play well.  I made some key putts I feel 
like were the biggest things.  And then coming in I parred hole 6, which was my hole 14, and 
that was huge after hitting an errant drive, hitting out of thick grass, you know, rough over 
the green and I was able to hit it and get it up and down.  I think that was a huge turning 
point in my round and I was able to finish with two birdies after that coming in.  Pleased with 
that start. 
 
Q.  How would you describe your comfort level on this golf course? 
 
TONY FINAU:  Yeah, I mean, I wouldn't say my comfort level's too high.  There's water on 
almost every hole, but I do like the golf course.  I think it fits a guy with length.  It's a big golf 
course.  I think three or four holes are 500 yards plus into the wind today.  I was hitting some 
5- and 6-irons into some of those par 4s, which is not something I usually do on par 4s.   
 
But I do like the golf course, but I wouldn't say I'm extremely comfortable.  Obviously there's 
a lot of water to deal with and trying to keep away from that. 
 
Q.  Do you have relatives in this area? 
 
TONY FINAU:  Yeah, I do. 
 
Q.  Did you have your own gallery at all? 
 
TONY FINAU:  Yeah, I think I had a few fans out there.  Not nearly as many as Phil, but I do 
have family here in Minneapolis and we'll probably catch up with them, maybe have some 
dinner later this week. 
 
Q.  Do you remember where you've played around here when you used to come up? 
 
TONY FINAU:  Actually, I've never played here.  This is the first time I've played golf in 
Minnesota.  I've been here many times as a kid when I used to do luaus and shows and 
stuff.  I used to dance out here.  So it's been a while, but first time I played golf out here. 
 
Q.  Do you still dance? 
 
TONY FINAU:  Yeah, I still dance Polynesian dances, yeah. 
 
Q.  And what did you make of the crowds?   
 
TONY FINAU:  I thought they were great, I thought they were great.  Very cheerful.  I didn't 
hear anything negative.  They were very pro our group, so it was a lot of fun to be in front of 
them.  Look forward to playing and performing in front of them the rest of the week.  


