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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW 
June 28, 2019 
 
PETER MALNATI  ( -10) 
 
 
Q.  Peter, 66 today, you're 10 under going into the weekend.  How do you feel about 
the position you've put yourself through 36 holes? 
 
PETER MALNATI:  I mean, I feel great.  I feel better about the position I was in through 27 
holes or whatever.  I didn't have a great finish out there.  I mean, if you told me starting the 
day that I was going to shoot 6 under and get to 10, I would have been thrilled. 
 
Played really, really well until the last three holes, I hit some sloppy shots.  But I'm very, very 
happy with the way I'm playing and the position that I'm in. 
 
Q.  Going into the weekend, scores are going low.  It seems like in the morning people 
are really, really taking advantage of a fresh course.  What do you look at this 
weekend on how low things can go? 
 
PETER MALNATI:  I don't know, I try not to think about it much.  I try to go out and do my 
best.  Yeah, I mean, it's not an easy golf course, per se.  Like you have to step up and hit it 
in the fairways.  There's plenty of ways and places to get in trouble, but it also -- it's in such 
good condition, if you're able to put the tee shot in position, a lot of short irons, the greens 
are perfect, so scoring of course will be low.   
 
But it's the kind of golf course, you do have to play well, you have to earn those good 
scores.  So I like that a lot.  Like I said, as far as, you know, I'm not thinking about any kind 
of score I want to shoot or anything like that, just go out and try to do my best every shot. 
 
Q.  Golf fans have been waiting for you guys to come here for years.  What have you 
made of the reception of golf fans out here and maybe just the reception that you got, 
especially as things started to roll for you today? 
 
PETER MALNATI:  Yeah, I've been particularly impressed with, for a first-year event, to 
have full lineup of volunteers on every hole.  They're taking good care of us.  That's super 
impressive.  I know sometimes it takes a few years to get that established, and it's really, 
really impressive to see here how this feels in every way like a long-term Tour event.  So 
that's really impressive. 
 
I played yesterday in the afternoon and yeah, Detroit was out.  There were a lot of crowds.  
I'm kind of, you know, a pretty big-name group when you've got me and Sam Burns and 
Denny, but even in our group there were quite a few good spectators.  And then you could 
see four groups behind us where you've got your Gary Woodlands, and DJs and all that.  I 
mean, it's an impressive turnout, really, really good. 
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Q.  Do you feel like you've been trending in this direction the last four, five weeks? 
 
PETER MALNATI:  I've been trending in this direction like the last 18 months.  I went 
through some times there where I was pretty bad at golf.  Honestly, I won the tournament in 
Jackson in 2015 and it was the most awesome thing that happened to me because it gave 
me essentially at that point a three-year exemption.   
 
But it also, you know, it also teased me a little bit into thinking I was more ready than I was 
to play.  I mean, obviously I was good enough to win that week; it wasn't a fluke, it wasn't 
luck.  I shot the lowest score, but my game needed some work.  And for the last 18 months 
it's really, it's been so close to being good.  Yeah, I mean, what you've seen when you say 
the last four or five weeks, it's really, really starting to come together and that's great, but I've 
been feeling like this is coming for a while. 
 
Q.  Cam Champ is up in the leaderboard and he's had a similar situation where he 
wins Sanderson and he had a couple months where he struggled to adjust.  Can you 
speak to what the biggest challenge is for that, being a guy like him winning as a 
rookie so early? 
 
PETER MALNATI:  Honestly, I think it's just mindset.  I think you go -- you go out as a 
rookie, or as me, like my second time being on Tour after falling off it as a rookie, you go out 
and you're just trying to scrape by.  You're trying to like, you know, play well enough to earn 
your next start when you're coming out of that Web category.  And so that mindset of I'm 
trying to play well enough to earn my next start, you're out there and you're grinding.  Then 
all of a sudden you win, you've got your starts locked up for three years, and the mindset 
goes to, well, I should win -- I should compete every week, I should contend every week.  
Then when you don't, then sometimes frustration can build in.   
 
What happened to me was I felt like I should contend every week after I won and I didn't, so 
then, well, something must be broken.  So I went trying to fix things that weren't broken and 
sort of spiralled a little bit.   
 
So I can't speak to -- obviously Cam's a little different, a little different situation than mine, 
but I'm sure there's a little bit of that, too, going on.  Just his expectations had to have gone 
through the roof not because he won, but because he won and then he's cover of Golf 
Digest and stuff that he very much deserves, but also stuff that just -- it just changes the way 
you're approaching the game a little bit.  It doesn't matter how mentally tough you are, I think 
it does that.  Seeing him play well this week, I know it's just a matter of time for him.  He's 
going to do just fine. 
 


