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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
June 27, 2019 
 
BUBBA WATSON  ( -4) 
 
 
Q.  Bubba, thank you for your time.  Good start out there today.  Before we get to your 
round, it's been a busy couple days.  Are you enjoying Detroit, and first impressions 
of the golf course? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Gosh, there was a lot of questions there.  Let's see here.   
 
First one, yeah, Detroit.  It's amazing.  Gosh, nothing but all the sports and different things 
that's happened in this area.  Then when you talk about the Ford Museum where my kids 
loved and seeing some of the old history and different things.  Gosh, what's there, the first 
F-150.  It's pretty neat when you think about some of the stuff that's happened in the city.   
 
Then go back to the golf.  Yeah, I started off pretty good, made a couple mistakes right there 
in the middle, and then finished it off.  You know, making that eagle was nice.  I was trying to 
get a birdie, but when it dropped in for eagle, helped out a little bit. 
 
And then the golf course is a beautiful golf course.  It's a great test.  I think when the wind 
picks up it makes it even harder or more fun, however you want to word it.  But the greens 
are where you get in trouble real fast, so that's where you've got to pinpoint your irons in the 
right spot and then try to make a couple putts here and there. 
 
Q.  Before we let you go, having a debate in my head, we just went live a few moments 
ago, our broadcast just started.  Considering the rough is down in most areas and 
you've got some overhanging trees, is it more important to be in the fairway or more 
important to be on the right side of the hole to avoid canopies and access hole 
locations? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Yes.  I mean, fairway's always the best, but you would rather be on the 
right angles because these greens are pretty small and they have some humps and bumps 
in them, you know, so you're trying to get to the right tiers.  And if you're coming out of the 
rough, it's a little bit harder to stop it.  So I think as the week goes on, you're going to see the 
greens are going to firm up, the ball's going to roll out in the fairway a little bit, so it's just 
going to make it a little bit tougher and you're going to have to make sure you play for 
position. 
 
Q.  Strong finish for you today, Bubba.  What were your keys for turning in that 68? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  You know, I hit my driver pretty well.  I put it in the right positions and I 
made some putts early.  Making the 10-footers, 12-footers is key around here.  Putting the 
ball in the right positions on the greens.   
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I hit the driver well, so I had a lot of short irons in here.  And again, for us there was no wind.  
This golf course is the greens and the wind.  If the wind picks up, it makes it more difficult to 
get it in the right tiers on the greens and that's what we're all trying to fight, trying to get it in 
the right positions so we have an easy up-and-down if you miss the green or a close birdie 
putt. 
 
Q.  You're part of the morning wave, you're at Detroit Golf Club.  For someone who 
hasn't experienced this place, what's it like? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Gosh, it's fun.  Around the greens I love it because there's so many 
different shots you can play.  Tee shots are very, I don't want to say easy because I might 
mess up, but I would say it's very fair, very generous.  But man, around the greens is where 
it is.  The rough's higher just off the greens.  If you miss the green, it's tough. 
 
And then the I call them humps and bumps on the greens, you know, trying to get it to the 
right tier.  These pin locations can be tough and difficult.  You could have a 20-footer that 
breaks three different ways and up over a hump and then back down.  So the iron play is 
key. 
 
Q.  What type of challenge is there for you on a week where maybe the sight lines 
don't match up with what fits your eye and you can't really have that type of creative 
recovery shot compared to a week like this? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  You know, it's one of those things where you're trying to miss the ball in 
the right spots.  For me right now, I'm hitting my driver well so I love the driver off the tee.  
I'm looking at just having a lot of short irons in here.  And just like last week, you know, 
you're going to have a lot of short irons, so you've got to play the ball in the right position and 
then make a few putts.  And the front nine -- or the back nine but my front nine I made some 
putts.  I mean, I kind of hung on for a second and then made a nice eagle putt to finish it off. 
 
Q.  Bubba, excellent start.  If we can get some comments on your round, please. 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  I thought it was pretty good.  I hit the driver well, so I got myself some 
good irons in there, some low irons in there.  Made some putts.  The key around here is just 
making some putts, and I made some 10-, 12-footers on that front nine, the back nine, which 
kept me in there. 
 
And then got a little loose, which this golf course can do with these trees and rough, so 
made a couple bogeys.  The par 5's the one that hurt me the most.  Even if I make a par 
there, the energy's a little different, but driving it right next to the lip where I had to chip out is 
the hard part.  But I still shouldn't make a bogey like that.  But then finishing off with that 
eagle coming down the stretch was nice to get the round going and made me have a good 
finish. 
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Q.  Bubba, now that you played the course through Round 1, any idea what kind of 
number it might take to win this weekend? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  No, I have no idea.  The last I checked, the weather tomorrow is iffy.  
Wind can be picked up.  If the wind picks up, that's the defense of this golf course, the 
greens and the wind, and so you never know.   
 
Right now guys are lighting it up just because it's the first round, it's usually a little softer in 
the morning and we got blessed with just barely a breeze.  So it's just one of those things.  
We're trying to guess.  It's like trying to guess the weather, you don't know that.  Whatever 
the score is, I don't care if it's over par or under par, as long as it's me, we're good. 
 
Q.  Par 5s pretty gettable? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  Not for me.  I played them over par I think today.  Yeah, I mean, if you 
hit tee shots.  I mean, these guys are pretty good, the top whatever they are.  I think Dustin 
might be -- he's No. 2 in the world and he hits it long.  So these guys are pretty good.  Any 
par 5 is gettable for good players like these guys. 
 
Q.  What about being here in Detroit, how's it feel? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  It's unbelievable.  Gosh, when I think back on the history of sports, 
when I think back of cars in general, when I think about different things like that, the Ford 
Museum, gosh, the first F-150, that was pretty cool to see that, think about that.  That just 
seems like it's been here since I've been born. 
 
So yeah, it's cool.  Some of the histories of the different things.  Gosh, who doesn't love 
M&Ms?  (Inaudible) pretty good, too.  So it's the history and the things that have come out of 
this city has been amazing, what I've learned.  So to be here to play golf is fun.  It's pretty 
neat. 
 
Q.  (Question about pin placements.) 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  I thought they were good.  I think usually they go, you know, what they 
call easy, medium and hard.  I thought they were very good.   
 
And again, like I said, it was easy to attack or to make birdies out there, which the 
leaderboard shows just because there's no wind.  I mean, you get 10-mile-an-hour winds, 
you start guessing yourself.  And the trees start going one way but you know the forecast is 
the other way, that's when a golf course gets difficult.  So right now we just got blessed to 
have very light winds so we can make a couple shots here and there. 
 
Q.  Is it surprising how some of these par 3s play a little bit longer? 
 
BUBBA WATSON:  You've got two long ones and then you've got two shorter ones, but 
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they're very nice.  It's just one of those things where you've got to hit a long -- like I hit a 
7-iron on the last hole there, the tee was up today.  So I think I hit 6-iron on the other long 
one.  But during the practice rounds and pro-am I hit a 5-iron and a hard 4-iron, so that can 
change in a heartbeat.  Like I said, the wind makes these holes a lot tougher. 
 


