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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
June 27, 2019 
 
NASA HATAOKA 
 
 
THE MODERATOR:  Welcome back to the media center here at Pinnacle Country 
Club.  I am here with our defending champion, Nasa Hataoka, who is a three-time 
winner on the LPGA Tour.  She is making her third start of the event this week, her 11th 
start of the season.  You are No. 5 in the world, Nasa.  How does it feel to come back to 
where it all started, where you claimed victory for the first time of your professional 
career?   
 
NASA HATAOKA:  (Through interpreter.)  Feels like one year came by in a flash.   
 
Q.  How has your game developed?  How have you changed over that past year?   
 
NASA HATAOKA:  Yeah, I'm definitely full of confidence and have also been able to 
contend at the Majors as well.   
 
Q.  You won the Kia Classic this year, had two runner-up finishes, top-15 finish at 
last week's KPMG Women's PGA Championship.  How would you rate your game 
and how have you become more adapted to life on Tour?   
 
NASA HATAOKA:  For this week I feel very good about my game, and this is my third 
year on the LPGA, and I've gotten to know a lot of the courses, and I really should get a 
good balance Touring, for instance, like taking Monday off and taking breaks as 
needed.   
 
Q.  We talked, I think, a couple months ago how you celebrated each of your wins 
by eating fast food.  Can you tell us where you've been able to -- where you've 
eaten after each of your wins?   
 
NASA HATAOKA:  Last year I had to move, or I had to fly, and also it got late on 
Sunday, the restaurants got closed, so I went to Panda Express.  The second win I was 
in Japan.  The finishing time was pretty quick, so I was able to eat at home.  This year 
at Kia, it was In-N-Out Burger.   
 
Q.  Last year, Nasa, your mom traveled with you a lot.  Is she still traveling with 
you?   
 
NASA HATAOKA:  Yes, she still travels with me.   
 
Q.  Coming into this week, you're one a number of young golfers on the LPGA.  
How does it feel to be one of those rising stars among all the young players?   
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NASA HATAOKA:  I don't feel like it's just me.  There are great players like Brooke and 
Minjee, also rising stars, so it just feels like I'm competing against them every week.   
 
Q.  You have a new caddie, Greg Johnson.  How is that relationship and how do 
you feel like it's helped your game?   
 
NASA HATAOKA:  Last year with Dana, Dana was a very experienced caddie but this 
year with Greg, Greg has caddied for Juli Inkster as well as other greats and he has a 
lot of experience winning on this Tour.  It's only my third year on this Tour so I feel like I 
still need support from these caddies, so he's been a great help.   
 
Q.  With the Olympics coming up in 2020 in Tokyo, how much is that on your 
mind?  Is that a goal for you?  What would it mean for you to represent Japan in 
Japan at the Olympics?   
 
NASA HATAOKA:  I feel like with the Olympics being in Tokyo in 2020, it almost feels 
like destiny.  There aren't many opportunities like this to play the Olympics in my home 
country, so right now I'm focused on my world rankings so I can play the event.   
 
Q.  Part of the fun of traveling and playing on Tour is getting to travel to other 
countries and different states, spending some time off time, visiting places that 
you had never been before.  A couple months ago you went to Disneyland with 
a friend, Hannah Green, who just won the major last week.  Can you talk about 
your friend ship with her and your experience maybe at Disneyland and some of 
the fun times you've had?   
 
NASA HATAOKA:  I don't really remember the first time we met, but it's probably about 
2015, and we were both national team members and Team Japan has an Australian 
coach and we played together on the Asia versus European team event, as well and 
she has been a good friend of mine since then, since I was an amateur.  She has been 
a real nice girl, and I was so happy to see her get her first win last week.   
 
Q.  What was your first ride at Disneyland?   
 
NASA HATAOKA:  It was my first time going to Disneyland, but I didn't really go on 
many rides.  It was more like attractions.  But I like more hard core rides, so maybe I 
went to the wrong theme park.  But don't get me wrong, it was definitely fun.   
 
Q.  No kiddie rides for you.  What are you looking forward to the most coming 
back here at the Walmart Northwest Championship?   
 
NASA HATAOKA:  I like the golf course here.  It reminds me of the courses back home 
in Japan.  I have a good image about this golf course.  For this week I'm going to try to 
focus on my own game.   
 
Q.  You've been out on the course, you've either practiced or played in the 
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Pro-Am. They have moved the tee boxes back on about four holes.  How will that 
affect your game, do you think?   
 
NASA HATAOKA:  Definitely the 4th and the 8th hole some of those tee boxes got 
pushed back, and last year the trees weren't really in play, but this year with the driver 
the ball could be right behind the tree so that could be on my mind this year.   
 
THE MODERATOR:  Thank you, Nasa and good luck this week. 


