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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
June 26, 2019 
 
STACY LEWIS 
 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  Welcome to the media center here at Pinnacle Country Club for the 2019 
Walmart Northwest Arkansas Championship presented by P&G.  I am so excited to be here 
with Stacy Lewis, making her 12th start of the event.   
 
Almost like a homecoming for you, Stacy.  Two top-10s, three top-5s and also a win 2014.  
For someone that has never been to this particular event, how would you describe this?  
 
STACY LEWIS:  Well, it's not just a golf event.  You know, there's so much going on in the 
community from the food events, the run on Saturday morning to this pro-am's a big event 
being two days.  So there's a lot going on other than just a golf tournament.  We're raising a 
lot of money for charities in this area.  So for me it's a lot of fun, though, to come back here, 
and I can't go anywhere without being recognized, which is great, I love it. 
 
Just looking forward to playing here again.  Comfortable with the golf course obviously with 
the results, so excited to be back and hopefully get some good momentum coming up going 
out of this week. 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  You just completed the pro-am, playing in the pro-am.  How does the 
course look for you this week?  
 
STACY LEWIS:  Well, the golf course is wet.  They've had a lot of rain the last week or so, 
so it's pretty wet.  But we've had it like this in years past.  Just facing some different 
challenges into the greens of controlling spin and you can hit longer clubs off tees.  They've 
moved quite a few tees back actually this year, so I think it's going to play a little bit tougher 
and scores won't be quite as low, which I think is a good thing.  But the golf course is in 
great shape, it always is when we come here. 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  Since 2014, your win, life has been a little different. 
 
STACY LEWIS:  Yes. 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  Can you give us any life updates?  
 
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah.  Well, even since last year life has changed.  We were doing a 
gender reveal party about this time last year and now we have an eight-month-old girl.  So 
life has changed, life is really busy.  She's traveled with me, though, to every event I've 
played so far this year, so she's been to Hawaii, California, Arizona, Minneapolis.  
Everywhere we've been, she's been.  It's been fun to kind of take her places.  She's been 
great adapting to the life, traveling and everything. 
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But it does present challenges.  It's less sleep, you're more tired, more things going on.  Just 
trying to still figure out how to balance everything. 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  Well, that's a great testament to the resources that the LPGA and 
tournaments provide to moms on Tour.  Can you talk about the childcare development 
center and how you've been able to utilize those resources?  
 
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah.  Bardine and the ladies, they've done an unbelievable job, and they 
have for 26 years, which I don't think people realize how long the daycare's been around.   
 
When I go to drop Chesnee off, she immediately sticks her hands out and has a big smile on 
her face to go see them, which is a great thing.  The fact that she's not crying when I'm 
leaving to go play, so I know she's safe, I know she's taken care of.   
 
Smucker's does a great job of providing financial support so that we can have that every 
week.  But we're always looking for more help, we're always looking for donations.  P&G 
was great last year, they gave me some cards, lifetime supply of diapers and wipes, so I've 
been able to use that to take some wipes into the daycare, so they're using Pampers there, 
too. 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  We'll open it up to questions. 
 
Q.  Welcome back.  To piggyback off of that, how has having Chesnee changed your 
perspective on and off the golf course, and how has it kind of changed life at home 
and how you and your husband go about your day to day? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, life at home is actually harder because I don't have daycare.  So life 
at home is really tough, trying to find somebody to watch her so I can practice and figuring 
out our two schedules of where we need to be.  He's down recruiting at my junior 
tournament right now and I'm here and she's at daycare.  It's kind of a circus of figuring out 
where everybody needs to be.   
 
But the perspective of golf and life is just so different.  I played horrible last week and walked 
into daycare and she had a big old smile on her face and came crawling up to me.  I mean, I 
didn't care what I shot.  The golf doesn't really matter.  The fact that she's healthy and she's 
adapting to all this, that's all I can ask for right now. 
 
Q.  The letter on ESPN that you penned to her, which was beautiful, but I remember 
the past couple of years you've had your nieces and nephews here and you've been 
so interactive with them.  How special is it now to have your own daughter? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  Well, I can't wait until she's a little bigger and she can get a golf club in her 
hand and get her out there on the green and to putt a little bit.   
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My family's always been a big part of what I do, and for me, I wanted -- whether Chesnee 
remembers it or not, I want her to know that she was a part of what mom did, what mom did 
on the golf course.  You know, that I was able to do this with her.  We'll have pictures and 
we'll have videos to show her later on.  
 
But I've always been surrounded by my family, so it's just what I do.  I mean, I want her out 
here, I want her to see what I do. 
 
Q.  Stacy, what does it mean to you having like Maria win the NCAA tournament and 
just kind of having these players that you've really mentored as a coach to be doing 
so well here and in the pros? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, we have six Razorbacks this year in the field, which is a record.  I'm 
just really proud of it.  To think of where we were 12 years ago when I was the only name for 
probably three of those years, we didn't have any other players coming out.  To have six, it's 
a big deal for the girls on the team, it's for the girls that are coming up that are committing to 
play here.   
 
You know, this is such a great opportunity.  One, to get to see how the pros prepare and to 
get to experience that.  And, you know, I love being around the girls and helping them as 
much as I can.  I played with Kaylee yesterday and Dylan a little bit, too.  Just helping them 
kind of navigate the next step of going to Q-School and kind of figuring out their schedule 
and where they're going to live and how they're going to do things.  There's a lot of -- for 
them, there's a lot of things up in the air right now.  Just trying to help navigate that next step 
for them. 
 
Q.  Brooke Pancake is kind of in your situation coming on maternity leave, said that 
she's lost some swing speed.  Have you experienced anything like that coming back 
from having the child? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I did a little bit initially.  I think it's slowly coming back.  You know, it's 
been a lot harder getting my body back in shape than I thought it was going to be.  You 
normally, you know, if you have an injury or you take some time off of golf, golf seems to 
come back pretty naturally and pretty quick, but this has been a little tougher.  The muscles, 
everything got moved around there for a while in different positions, so that part of it has 
been a lot harder. 
 
I've had trouble keeping weight on, which I know most women will be really mad hearing 
that.  But just being so busy and going from one thing to the next, I literally don't stop until I 
lay down in bed at night.  That's been the biggest thing for me is to try to get some weight on 
so I can have a little bit more energy. 
 
Q.  One more.  I noticed Jim Hallett here.  Is there anything you're working on this 
week with your swing? 
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STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, we're kind of working on stabilizing the hips on the takeaway.  That's 
the biggest thing right now and that's coming out of the pregnancy is the hips have been the 
main issue.  So trying to get a little bit more stability there to get the club in a better position 
at the top. 
 
But just haven't -- I haven't played very well the last few weeks, so we needed to make some 
changes and get things going in the right direction, and I feel like we've done that over the 
last four days. 
 
Q.  Stacy, how impressed have you been with Maria and the way that she's been able 
to play her first three tournaments?  Read an article and someone compared her to 
Tiger in terms of just the fire that she plays with on the course. 
 
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  What do you think of her play?  And then Gaby also said she's playing her best 
golf as well right now.  
 
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, I'll start with Gaby.  I played with Gaby a couple times this year and 
she's playing probably some of the best golf of her career.  I'm excited for her.  She seems 
to have kind of come into her own in her personal life and just with being comfortable 
traveling and being on Tour.  You know, takes a little bit.  It takes a couple years of learning.  
So I'm excited to see what Gaby can do because she's really trending in a really good 
direction right now. 
 
Maria is -- Maria's just a talent you don't see hardly at all.  A lot of -- I've had sponsors and 
girls, other players and caddies come up to me and say, "Holy cow, she hits it far."  It's just a 
powerful golf swing and she plays aggressive.   
 
She is kind of, I wouldn't say it's cocky but she's got some swagger to her and there's belief 
in what she's doing.  She's not afraid to come out and say she wants to be the best, which I 
love.   
 
So I'm excited to see what she can do out on Tour.  She's going to have to learn some 
course management because she hits it so far.  Especially on a golf course that's shorter 
like this, I think driver's going to be out of her hand and so she'll kind of have to learn some 
patience there.  But really, she's a talent that that you probably see once in a generation.  I 
mean, it's unbelievable how far she hits it. 
 
Q.  Back to the mom question, what for you are some personal things, like moments 
of being a mom that you've treasured, maybe Chesnee started crawling or moments 
like that that you personally treasured with her so far eight months in? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  Gosh, it seems like every day she's doing something new.  I go to daycare 
and she's pulling up on something.  Oh, man, trying to think of like specific moments. 
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I don't even know, I don't know.  I just, I look forward to going to pick her up every day, I 
really do.  She's so happy all the time.  I don't know if that's -- it's definitely not me because 
you don't see a smile on my face all the time, so it's probably more my husband's 
personality.  She honestly has a smile on her face all the time and I love it.  It makes me 
want to do my work and go and get her.  It's just been great to provide some balance for me 
in my life. 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  Any other questions?  All right.  Well, we'll let you go pick up Chesnee.  
 
STACY LEWIS:  Thank you.  
 


