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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
June 13, 2019 
 
JIN YOUNG KO  ( -4) 
 
 
Q.  So you played, what, even par front nine and then four birdies on the back nine.  
What changed for you? 
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  We had bet something about who you think was going to win for U.S. 
Open, so we picked three players already, but I want to change, so he said if you hit 4 under 
on back nine, you can change. 
 
Q.  Really? 
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  So I tried 4 under, make four birdies, but I did it.  So he a little bit sad, but 
he will be fine, yeah. 
 
Q.  Well, I have to ask, who's your pick now? 
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  I want to change -- I want to pick Louis Oosthuizen, but he said you have 
to -- you can't pick just only top-15 outside.  So I think Louis is inside top-15, so I think I can't 
pick one. 
 
Q.  Who did you have before? 
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  I did Brooks Koepka and then Jason Day and then Molinari.  
 
Q.  So even if you don't get to change, even with the bet, that was an amazing back 
nine for you.  Tell us about the chip here on 18. 
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  Well, it was downhill and then I think it big kick, so I had a little bit smooth 
chipping, but it's a really good line but a little bit hard speed, but hit at pin but still I can 
birdie. 
 
Q.  About how far do you think it was? 
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  Fifteen meters. 
 
Q.  Just to turn that round like that after a day like today, how important is that for this 
weekend? 
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  Many players, today morning was delayed seven hours or eight hours, so 
I wake up 5:00 and then I had nap two hours or three hours after 7:00 to 10:00 a.m.  So I'm 
better, I'm fine, but other players will be tired.  So I will rest tonight and then tomorrow 
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morning, too, so keep the energy and then focus on the course. 
 
Q.  How did the round change from beginning to end?  When you started it was still 
maybe raining a little bit and now it's beautiful.  
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  Now this weather is like this 1:00 p.m. or 2:00 p.m. wasn't really was 
good, so Katie and me just always talking on the course about U.S. Open or food or Rolex 
watch or something, so we had fun.   
 
Q.  Kept your mind off the craziness?  
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  Yeah. 
 


