
1 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
June 12, 2019 
 
SO YEON RYU 
 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  All right, everyone.  We're back with World No. 9, So Yeon Ryu; most 
importantly, our defending champion here at the Meijer LPGA Classic for Simply Give.  Took 
a two-stroke win last year and coming in off a tie for second at the U.S. Women's Open a 
couple weeks ago.  It's always got to be a good feeling to come back to a golf course where 
you've won before.  What are your feelings as you return here? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  First of all, I cannot believe already a year ago, just time flies.  I was here 
actually like almost two months ago to have a media day, and then when I just first came I 
was like, wow, this is a place everything just started, and then I was very overwhelmed.   
 
Then actually because this year the routing has been changed, 18 was No. 9, so it was a 
little different atmosphere compared to what it was last year, but still like when I just stood up 
there I got just kind of goosebumps and then I just loved it.  I just love to be back and then 
hopefully I can play as good as last year. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  And this place is extra special with Simply Give, with their program.  I 
know you made a big donation to that program.  What does that mean to you, especially to 
win an event that gives so much back to the community?  
 
SO YEON RYU:  I think, well, to be honest, a lot of the company and a lot of the golf has 
been helping us out to show our dream to the world, but we never really get the chance to 
just give back.  Even though we're always trying to gathering more with spectators and like 
junior golfers, we never really had enough time to do it.   
 
Then I play pro-am with the president of Meijer and then I knew about the Simply Give 
program better than before.  Then when I shot 8 under the first round, that was my 
motivation, I really want to give it back.  And then if I going to win the tournament, I really 
want to donate some of the money and then I did it and I just kept my promise.   
 
And then I felt like because of what I did I felt more involved with this community and that I 
feel like even though I never grew up here, I never lived here before, I feel like I'm just kind 
of home.  It's really nice to have a special place to have in your life, I guess. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  So Yeon Ryo Drive, the sign when you drive in, so it is home. 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Yeah, well, actually I really want to take a photo but I thought yeah, well, 
it's kind of embarrassing and I'm not sure if I want to do it or not.  And then like quite a lot of 
my friends came up to me and was like, "I actually took a selfie with it," and I was like, then 
I've got to do it, so I actually did it after I finished the pro-am. 



2 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  Now you're through the pro-am you've seen all 18 of the rerouted 
holes.  What's your take, how does it look out there?  
 
SO YEON RYU:  I always thought the greens were so awesome, and then I was sort of 
disappointed like when we get to No. 18 we sort of losing that feeling because we are kind of 
like apart from where all the Grand Taste is.  But I think it's a really great idea, the rerouting, 
because we can more -- even though we cannot really go in there, we might can feel like 
we're more involving.   
 
And then also it's like extra entertaining for them to watching us like who's going to win.  It's 
really good to see some of the hole as 11 or 16, but it's kind of like more special to see like 
18 hole, especially when it's the place to decide who's going to win kind of stuff.  And then 
18 is going to be a fun hole.  It's a reachable par 5, but if you're not going to have a good 
second shot, it could be really tough third shot as well.  So, well, a little confused, but I like 
the idea. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  You'll get used to it eventually. 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Exactly. 
 
Q.  When you win at an event or a place, a course, how does that change your 
experience?  And now since you've won here and you came back, I know you kind of 
touched on it, but now that you're here this week, you're coming back, you're out here 
as the champ, how does that change your experience at a venue, with the people, the 
fans and just this whole week? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  First of all, you definitely got more comfortable to play the golf course 
because, you know, you know you've done it.  You feel like this golf course is suit for your 
game, so I feel like I'm more comfortable to doing like whatever I want to do.   
 
And then you see a lot of the local fans out here and they're like cheering for me.  "It was 
really nice to see you win last year and I hope you're doing it again."  And I just feel like 
that's going to be my motivation to play well again.   
 
Like once again, I feel like it's really like home.  I feel like even though I never really met 
them, I feel like they're like my friend who like always supporting me, always pulling for me.  
So come back as defending champion is always special and I feel very blessed to be here. 
 
Q.  You said when you were here for media day that to win here you have to have all 
aspects of your game, but you especially attributed your putting last year to your win.  
How close do you feel to having your game where you want it to be able to contend 
this week? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Well, actually, beginning of the season I wasn't really comfortable with my 
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game at all, but I think like since ANA Inspiration I feel like my game was slowly getting 
back, and finally I play some great golf at the U.S. Women's Open, I finished tied for second, 
which means I think it's a lot.   
 
So I feel a lot more confidence right now and I'm really -- I'm really happy to be back as a 
good confidence, I mean having a good confidence, so hopefully my confidence can show 
off on the golf course and then play good game. 
 
Q.  Why do you like this course? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  This golf course, I would say none of the hole look same, every hole have 
different character.  Then because a lot of trees around, you have to play a lot of different 
type of shot and that's the golf course I always like.   
 
And then greens very kind of like severe; you better to know where is good spot to go, where 
is not good spot to go.  So I guess to play well at this golf course you have to think a lot, so 
that's one of the reason why I love this golf course. 
 
Q.  When you're preparing for a tournament, how much do you look at the weather 
forecast and does that alter your preparation?  Tomorrow doesn't look very good.  
Does that affect the way you're getting ready at all? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  So before coming into the tournament we always check the forecast for a 
week and then we kind of like figure it out, what's the temperature going to be like.  So if it's 
going to be, let's say if it's not cold like Monday through Wednesday but if it's going to drop 
down on Thursday, I'm trying to play in the morning to have a similar temperature because 
depends on temperature, ball flying a little different.  
 
Also, like if it's supposed to rain on Thursday, I better to play in the morning to have some 
sort of like wet condition because in the morning we have a dew.  So playing in the rough 
without like wet condition and then dry condition is quite different.  So I think that's the only 
thing we can adjusted.  Then just hoping for good weather even though forecast supposed 
to be bad. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  We all have our rain suits with us. 
 
Q.  If you get a bad weather day Thursday early in the tournament, can that dictate 
how the weekend goes?  How do you account for that, I guess, if you have a tough 
day on a Thursday?   
 
SO YEON RYU:  Well, like of course if we're having kind of like bad draw, we are 
complaining about it, but at the same time it's fair, everyone having the same situation.  This 
is not like someone get a good draw all the time, someone a bad draw all the time.  We 
cannot even like figure it out which one going to be better.   
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So I just think everything's fair.  Even though I have a bad day, maybe I'm going to have a 
good day.  So I just try to think it's normal.  Then if I'm going to have a bad day, still I'm 
going to do my best to play my A-game with a bad day.  
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  Questions?  Before we wrap up I want to ask you real quickly about 
our Aon Risk-Reward Challenge hole this week, which is No. 17, the dogleg right, par 4.  
What are your thoughts on that hole and how will you step up to the challenge of the 
risk-reward on that hole?  
 
SO YEON RYU:  Actually, that's really tough tee shot because you have to be at the right 
position.  And then you actually, if you go to a little right, you actually can take the corner a 
little bit, so you might can hit a little shorter club than when you're hitting from the left.  But at 
the same time, if you're not long enough, the trees all going to cover it.   
 
So I think it's really about the tee shot.  And then I think the reason why LPGA picked that 
hole as a risk hole is because of the tee shot, like you can take a corner if you're not long 
enough.  Like I said, the tree's going to be in your way.  It's actually extra fun to play the 
tournament having that Aon Risk, the challenging.  Then I think if I look back, I don't think I 
am doing really great right now, but hopefully I can do better for the future and then hopefully 
I can be the one to win the challenging. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  Anything else before we let So Yeon go?  Thanks very much, have a 
great week. 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Thank you. 
 


