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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
June 11, 2019 
 
JIN YOUNG KO 
 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  We are here with World No. 1, Jin Young Ko, playing in her second 
Meijer LPGA Classic, tied for 13th in 2018 and she is, of course, a two-time winner so far in 
2019.   
 
Jin Young, you come here off a week off.  I know you were visiting with your family in 
Atlanta.  How do you feel as you come to Grand Rapids?  
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  I'm always happy to be here in Grand Rapids, and then last year was 
really good weather and a great course.  And then I went to a Korean in Atlanta with my 
family because my mom's first time to (inaudible) a Korean, so we had great time.  So I'm 
happy playing golf again, so I'm looking forward like this week and the next week, too. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  So you come here fresh with the time with your family, but you come 
here to a little different golf course.  The golf course, the routing has been changed.  Have 
you been out to see it yet, and what are your thoughts on coming here to a place you've 
been before but maybe a new feel to the golf course?  
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  Yeah, it's different.  I played yesterday.  I thought there is like nine holes, 
but 17 really confusing a little bit, but still fine.  A little bit far to the first tee from the putting 
green, so we have to using the cart or shuttle, but I'm happy. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  You are happy, it's a beautiful day, but we're looking at maybe some 
weather this week.  How do you get ready for maybe playing in the rain?  Do you like to play 
in the rain?  
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  I don't like cold weather, so I bought some jacket and then, yeah, long 
jacket yesterday at the Dick's.  It will be fine. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  You're all prepared for the week.  Something that is very important 
during this time, we have a lot of golf going on right now, is to pace yourself, to take your 
time.  How do you manage your play as we're going into this long stretch of golf?  How do 
you take care of yourself?  
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  I think it's tough by myself but goal, and then some players, my goal is 
fight to other players, but me, just fight by myself, like on the range or just try like 115 -- 115 
116 or like just try by myself, not other players.  Also I'm just try all the tournament made a 
cut and then top-10 or top-20 or win.  Like just, yeah, I think I had mental trainer, so I'm 
always talk to with my trainer every night.  So she said just try, what is your happiness, what 
should you do on the course.  So I'm just every day thinking this is happy.  I'll take this and 
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try on the course. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  What do you do to relax when you're not on the golf course?  What 
do you like to do to help keep your mind off golf?  
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  With my friends or my dogs or my mom.  I like watching movie or comedy 
show something, so I see every night. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  Do we have any questions for Jin Young?  
 
Q.  You've been No. 1 in the world for a little over two months now.  What's that been 
like for you and have you noticed any differences being No. 1 in the world? 
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  I think that the (inaudible) with the volunteers and just No. 1 world ranking 
that is different.  But I think I try same feeling on the course.  Different thing is (inaudible) 
and then comment. 
 
Q.  We talked a little bit the course has a different layout this year.  The 18th hole is a 
par 5 and a somewhat reachable par 5.  Does that change anything for you on how 
this tournament may finish? 
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  I liked it because other players was short behind.  They try can be equal 
or (inaudible) so it is really exciting.  Nobody knows about future. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  One of the big things here is, of course, the Grand Taste festival.  I 
know you said last year, your first time, you didn't make it over.  This year what are you 
hoping to see at the Grand Taste festival?  
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  If I tee off in the morning on Thursday, I can go, but afternoon I can't go 
there, or try to go there. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  It looks like a lot of fun, lots of different food from the area.  You were 
posting some great pictures about food.  What are some of the favorite things you like to try 
when you're someplace new? 
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  Always I like (inaudible).  I like everything.  I like everything food in the 
States. 
 
CHRISTINA LANCE:  Well, we'll get you there, we'll get you over and try something at the 
Grand Taste.  Anything else for Jin Young?  Well, thank you so much.  Good luck this week. 
 
JIN YOUNG KO:  Thank you. 
 


