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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
June 27, 2019 
 
SO YEON RYU 
 
 
THE MODERATOR:  Welcome back to the media center.  I am here with six-time LPGA 
winner So Yeon Ryu making her eighth start of the Walmart Northwest Championship.  
One top-10 finish, runner-up, and a top-5 finish including a win in 2017.  Welcome.   
 
SO YEON RYU:  Thank you.   
 
Q.  How does it feel to be back here for your eighth year?   
 
SO YEON RYU:  It's feeling really great.  Also one thing I love about coming here is I 
think this is one of the longest tournaments that we have had other than Major, so I feel 
like I'm being part of the history.  We built new thing all the time together.   
 
We never had that, like, five years ago when I was here, I guess, and like concert is 
going on every year, and 17 hole wasn't that big, and right now it's big and it's fun to 
play the 17.  So I think that's why I enjoy coming here, being part of the community and 
the community's history and being part of this be tournament's history, and when I walk 
into the locker room, I see all the past champions, and I saw my picture and special 
feeling.   
 
Q.  Can you elaborate a little more on what it's like to come to an event where you 
have claimed victory and like you said, so many community events going on.  We 
have 34 events in a season.  What makes this event special for you?   
 
SO YEON RYU:  Yeah, just the fact I've been -- I won this tournament was definitely 
made everything perfect.  Every time when I come back here I feel like this is my 
positive energy going on.  This is the place I definitely can play well.  So that confidence 
just automatically gives me enjoyment more and more.   
 
A lot of the players -- even though I'm not doing housing, a lot of the players staying with 
host families.  The atmosphere already feel like I'm just part of this community.   
 
Q.  Can you take us back to your win in 2017?  What made that year special for 
you to claim victory at Pinnacle Country Club?   
 
SO YEON RYU:  I didn't know that but I ended up because of that winning I was able to 
become No. 1 player in the world and since I decided to become professional golfer, I 
always wanted to become No. 1 in the world some day, and then this tournament just 
brought me to the gift.  It's huge gift.   
 
This tournament helped me out to achieve my dream and then dreams come true at this 
place.  Just having all that feeling here is very special and then hopefully I can win again 
at this tournament, it's going to be even more special.   
 
Q.  Can you talk about what it was like to reach No. 1 in the world, your goal for a 
long time, since you became professional?  What did you learn from that 
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experience and of course it is an awesome position to be, but also some of the 
challenges that you faced?   
 
SO YEON RYU:  I guess just like whoever playing professional sports, like, I think 
everybody have to deal with this situation.  Even though I'm playing for myself, it's kind 
of like you're not exactly just playing for yourself, you have to consider as your family, 
sponsors, friends, like so many people and then ended up like you kind of learn how 
you focus on yourself instead of think of other people.   
 
I guess when I was No. 1 that's the time I learned how to be myself, because that was 
very challenging.  Even though I only wanted to think about my own goal, a lot of people 
talking about, oh if you finish outside of top-10 today you might slip to No. 2 or No. 3.  I 
never played golf like that, I never played golf as like I have to finish top-10 to secure 
my position or I have to finish top-3 going out, but I never played that way.  But that was 
the most challenging situation when I was No. 1, because the people's expectation level 
was so high.  At the same time that's the time I learn how to be myself.   
 
I think everything have a good side and bad side and maybe that was one of the bad 
side, but at the same time, like, I enjoyed every single thing, you know, having Rolex 2 
No. 1 player, the caddie bib, with my caddie was so special, and then people announce 
my name as No. 1 player in the world, just that make me feel special.  A lot of things so 
special, so because of that I'm still looking for becoming No. 1 player in the world again, 
and then I'm doing my best right now, but only thing I can do is just do myself at the time 
and then step by step and I feel like my game is getting better and better and then 
improve.   
 
So I think it's really great to have a higher goal to make yourself better all the time, so I 
am looking forward to becoming No. 1 in the world again some day.   
 
Q.  You said it yourself, this tournament helped to propel you in the right 
direction.  Last year's winner, Nasa, for someone that young, how have you seen 
a win for her kind of go in the right direction?   
 
SO YEON RYU:  First of all, it was amazing to see how she played last year, because I 
remember her rookie year was 2017 and she was struggle for sure.  Like I cannot 
remember any of tournaments she finish top-10 or top-5, but like all of the sudden she 
started to play super, and then she won the tournament here, and she went to play at 
the KPMG Women's PGA Championship last year with me, and then she won again this 
year, and all of the sudden she play very consistent.  Then I play with her in Japan, then 
she played a tournament in Japan, the Tokyo Classic, and I guess having a winning 
under your belt just make your whole life different.   
 
Q.  Have you been out on the course yet and what is different than in the past 
couple of years?   
 
SO YEON RYU:  I actually only played seven holes yesterday but some of the holes 
actually got longer, so I'm going to play Pro-Am right now so I want to see how it's 
different.  But I guess sort of like fresh feeling because we always played this golf 
course the same set up, the holes different so I feel like we don't know if it's going to be 
tougher or easier, but I kind of like feel fresh so looking toward to it.   
 
Q.  This time last year you had just come off a win at the Meijer LPGA Classic, 
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and you talked about the mental preparation and training you went through.  Are 
you continuing that?  How important is that to you in comparison to your working 
on your golf game?   
 
SO YEON RYU:  Last year was very interesting one because my coach offer me to do 
something I'm really afraid to do which is going to theme park as one of the things to do, 
which is opposite of other people.   
 
Somehow my coach's suggestion worked well, and then I won the tournament, the 
Meijer.  So I think as we all know, golf is such a mental game, and for me toughest 
challenging this year was once again, like, I couldn't really focus on my golf game, and 
then I sort of worked hard for other people, like other people were like, oh you've been 
so consistent, you finish top-10 all the time, so that made me thinking about I have to 
finish top-10 all the time, and if I was not finish top-10 I sort of feel myself as I was 
failure, which is not true.  No matter how you played, as long as you did your best, I 
think you can just walk away with the succeed.   
 
But these days I feel much better with it.  I feel like I could get over it, and these days I 
feel much more positive so that mental set up really helped me out to play a little better 
since I would say the U.S. Open, so I want to keep this positive mental and then I want 
to climb myself to victory in the LPGA.   
 
Q.  So this is the only Tour stop where you have so many players connected to a 
local college like they have here at Arkansas.  How does that make this 
tournament different for you?  Does it make any difference at all if you're playing 
with one of them, and you're going up 17 and the hog call goes up?  How does 
that affect your game?   
 
SO YEON RYU:  To be honest I'm almost jealous to see, like, one of the Arkansas girl.  
I almost feel like I hope I play with them, because everybody just cheering on that girl, 
and it's amazing, you know?  I guess we are here to competing, and then we are here to 
show off our ability, but at the same time, like I said, I really feel like we are here to 
communicate with the community and then, you know, that's the perfect way to 
communicate with the community.   
 
I love 17 hole, and I feel like because I've heard that "Go Hogs" for such a long time I 
know like how to follow it.  It's such a special feeling.   
 
I love 17 hole, and I feel so thrilled when I hear the people and I know the people are 
sort of drunk, but they are shouting and this is just festival.  So I happy to see this 
tournament really well connected to the university, and then like Maria Fassi is one of 
the girl who went to college and then she played well at the college tournament and I 
guess she started to play really well at the LPGA Tournament as well, and I guess one 
day she could be one of the players who dominate on the Tour.  It's really great to see 
the local people support their local girls really well.   
 
Q.  Kind of along that same thing, there are so many younger players on the Tour, 
teenagers, whatever.  What kind of advice do you give someone like Maria Fassi 
or Nelly Korda?  You've been there and done that.  What kind of advice would you 
give them about staying grounded?   
 
SO YEON RYU:  I think if I look back when I was 19 or 20, one of the biggest benefits I 
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was able to have was like I had no fear, because I didn't have much experience.  I never 
had experience to fail so that made me confident to do everything.  I want to say enjoy 
every single thing and then I guess at some point they will learn, like, how to, like, 
manage the golf course a little better and then how to manage professional life as well.   
 
For sure they're good enough and looks like they're smart girls, for sure they can deal 
with it even without my advice.  I want to say they inspired me more than I inspired 
them.  Because a lot of the young players started to hit longer and started to have better 
swing than us and better short game skill than us, so that made me keep thinking about 
how am I going to improve myself?  This is my 12th year as a professional golfer, and 
some point you sort of losing motivation how to improve yourself, but those girls inspired 
me.   
 
Like I want to hit long like those girls, and even though I'm shorter or smaller than them, 
whatever, I want to do my best to hit longer like them as well.   
 
I'm thankful to see the young girls on the Tour and I guess we started to have more 
depth of the players.  We started to have more mom professional golfer on the Tour, 
and someone 18 years old, so it's really, really great to see the variety of players on the 
Tour.   
 
Q.  With this championship in particular having such close ties with local college, 
can you talk about the difference that maybe you've experienced in Americans 
that go to school for college as opposed to Koreans and what is that process like 
and how is that different for South Koreans that are also athletes?   
 
SO YEON RYU:  I think one of the good things about the American sports is not just 
about golf, like I think just college sports is really, really strong here.  I think college 
league is really strong, like for example I was in shock, everybody was so excited to 
see, like, final game of basketball, like college basketball.  To me I was like it's only 
college basketball, not even NBA, what are you so excited about?   
 
But I think because of that American sports can be really, really strong.  It's kind of 
like -- kind of sad but at the same time so many people do same sports.  Not everybody 
can be No. 1 in the world.  Not everybody can be the main tour.  Some of them have to 
keep grinding at the secondary tour like third tour, but because college golf is so strong 
in American that means they also can have other experience other than their own 
sport.  That means even though they couldn't achieve their goal as an athlete, they still 
able to do something else other than like their own sports.   
 
I guess because we don't have -- Korea don't have that strong sports league, like 
college sports league, a lot of the athletes kind of struggle when they quit what they 
have done for, like, ten years, and they don't know what to do, but like in America it's a 
little different story.  I think my country has sort of started to have better direction so I 
hope one day, Korea could have really strong college sports league like America.   
 
Q.  On Tour this season we had two of the three Majors winners in South Korea 
on Tour.  What would you attribute that to, being someone from Korea and the 
experience as a Major winner, because I think with all the news lately with the 
dominance of the South Koreans on the LPGA, have you gotten that question?  
How would you attribute the success?   
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SO YEON RYU:  I got the question quite a lot, and then first of all, I think we have 
really, really great support from home country.  We don't need to worry about, like, how 
are we going to manage the money to travel, or how are we going to manage to, like, 
travel or fly and everything because we have good support in home country.   
 
Second of all, I think because we always had the really good role model, we always can 
follow, so I think those two things are the reason why Korean golf can be really, really 
strong.   
 
At the same time every time they ask me about Korean golf, I don't know, maybe I'm on 
the Tour long enough to feel like no matter where you come from we are all just same 
golfers.  So these days I sort of feel like less thinking about it, because it's more matter 
of who you are instead of where you are coming from.  
 
Like, for example, when Hannah won tournament last week, even though I'm not Aussie 
I was so happy for her last week.  I first met her at the Lancaster, she was there for one 
of the Karrie scholarship girls, and right now she is Major champion.  So seeing those 
stories kind of like so special.   
 
I am thankful to all the support from home, at the same time I am so thankful to a lot of 
the colleagues from everywhere in the world.   
 
Q.  You talked about being true to who you are and struggling with knowing who 
you are out here, but for golf fans and people that want to cheer you on and 
follow you, how would you describe yourself and how did you want to be 
remembered as a golfer and as a person?   
 
SO YEON RYU:  I guess what I found out recently is just I'm the one really want to 
enjoy myself all the time and then I have no fear to face challenging thing to do.  Like, 
for example, I decided to change my swing in 2016, and that was a lot of confusion 
going on and I decided to do it and then I was able to become No. 1 I believe because 
of the swing change.   
 
I'm the one always working hard to improve myself.  When it's being process to 
improve, like sometimes you, like, you know, fail, having go through a lot of thing, so I 
just want to remember it as someone who loved to golf so much and I have so much 
passion in this game and because of that I never stop grinding and then I just keep 
enjoying this game.   
 
THE MODERATOR:  Good luck this week.   
 
SO YEON RYU:  Thank you. 


