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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
June 27, 2019 
 
MARIA FASSI 
 
 
THE MODERATOR:  Good morning, everyone, and welcome to the media center at 
Pinnacle Country Club for the 2019 Walmart Northwest Arkansas Championship, 
presented by P&G.  I am so excited to kickoff today's interviews with Maria Fassi, one of 
six Razorbacks, making her third start of the event, her fourth start as an LPGA 
professional.  You have had such a whirlwind start to the LPGA Tour.  Before you came 
on, you finished runner-up at the Augusta National Women's Amateur, you won the 
national individual title at the NCAA Championships.  You won the 2019 Ping Women's 
Golf Coaches' Association Player of the Year.  You just received the Honda Sport 
Award from the Collegiate Women's Sports Awards.  You are now a two-time ANNIKA 
Award winner.  Maria, how has it been these past couple of months for you?   
 
MARIA FASSI:  Well, it's been very busy and kind of overwhelming at times to manage 
all the golf that I had to play and then school and finals and trying to get my degree and 
then getting ready for professional golf.   
 
But it's been a lot of fun.  I think last few months have been amazing.  It's like a fairy tale 
story, honestly, it's just so nice to see where golf is taking me, all of the things that I 
have won, the awards that have my name on them now.  It's been very exciting to finish 
my amateur career that way and of course I had a fast track and start to my professional 
career as well and just that transition was very quick.   
 
It's been a lot of fun.  Being on Tour is busy, it's craziness at times, but it's very exciting.  
I'm happy to be out here.  I think it's great to be playing and learning from the best in the 
game and very excited to be back here in Arkansas playing this tournament for the third 
time but for the first time as a professional and just very excited for the week to start.   
 
Q.  Can you talk about what it's like to come back to almost your home town and 
make your start as a professional here in front of all your fans and schoolmates 
and other players?   
 
MARIA FASSI:  Yeah, it's definitely a home away from home for me.  I spent four years 
here, and I would have not done it any other way.  I think it was the best choice for me 
to come here, and the support from the Northwest Arkansas community and even just 
the whole state is insane.   
 
They do love the Razorbacks, and they support us through good and bad, and it's just 
very exciting to see how happy they are to have six of us playing in the field this week.  
I'm just very happy to be back to be able to play as a professional.  To be able to tee it 
up on 17 again and make them go loud and hopefully golf helps and they can enjoy it as 
well.   
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Q.  How does it feel to be earning a paycheck for playing golf?   
 
MARIA FASSI:  It's pretty good.  It's awesome!  I mean, it's funny, because I'm staying 
with one of my old teammates, and all of us are staying there, there are five of us there, 
and this morning I was like, okay, I'm going to work, and they're like, well your job is 
pretty damn good, and I'm like, yeah, it is.  It is a good job to have.  I do what I love, and 
I get paid for doing that, so I'm very lucky.  I mean, I feel it's as good as it gets, so it's 
exciting.   
 
Q.  Maria, read some articles the lately and some people have compared you to 
Tiger Woods in terms of your energy on the course, and we talked to Stacy 
yesterday and she says you can be a once in a generation kind of golfer.  When 
people are talking about you so early on in your career, why do you think that you 
deserve that kind of recognition for the way that you're playing golf right now?   
 
MARIA FASSI:  Well, first of all, it's just an honor to hear even people coming close to 
staying the things that they're saying and thinking that I have something that Tiger had 
back in his days.  I mean, he's the best player to play the game.  To hear people saying 
that, it's very humbling.  It's amazing, honestly.  When I heard that I was like, okay, 
kinda took me by surprise.   
 
Then I heard the press conference of Stacy yesterday and hearing her say those things, 
it's just so inspiring.  It just motivates me to work harder and to get after it every day, 
because I admire her.  I think I respect her in so many levels and she is an amazing 
person, an amazing golfer.  I think people just talk about me because I play different.  
It's just a different kind of golf.   
 
I don't know, it's just -- I would have never said anything like that about myself and 
hearing people say that, it's very exciting and I feel like at the same time there is a 
responsibility I have now, not to keep up with their expectations, but I know I can 
accomplish so many things, so it's just, like I said, a motivation for me to work harder.   
 
Q.  As long as I've known you, you've been fiery, you've been driven.  I think your 
personality and your charisma attract people and why you've been such a big 
name for a short amount of time on the Tour.  I know you have expectations for 
yourself and you kind of talked about that, but your aspiration to be the best 
player on this Tour, can you talk about that a little bit as well?   
 
MARIA FASSI:  Yeah.  Since I was a little girl I wanted to be out here, and I wanted to 
be the best there was.  Back then I didn't think it was going to be a possibility.  It was 
just more of a dream, and an aspiration that I had as a little girl, and now that I'm here 
on Tour.  I'm like, well, I'm one step closer, one day closer from getting there.   
 
It's been so exciting to see how, like, coming to Arkansas has helped me grow and get 
closer to those goals and to those dreams.  Now doing it as a professional and seeing 
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that I can shoot under par, that I can make that putt to make the cut and come back and 
play the weekend under par to climb however many spots I climbed at the Open, it's 
exciting to see that I have some things that can be very helpful out here.   
 
At the same time I have so many other things that I need to work on and get better at.  
Of course, I think there is always room for improvement, but it's just very exciting to see 
that I can do it.  It's just very exciting.  I'm very happy to see where the rest of the 
season goes and the future as a professional.   
 
Q.  Maria, as far as Stacy Lewis, what impact did she have as a volunteer coach.  
She didn't get to work with you much I guess, but some.  Is it different playing 
with her as a professional peer, doing better than her in a tournament recently?   
 
MARIA FASSI:  Well, I think she was key in our program.  She helped us in so many 
ways.  She was always there for us.  She always was reaching out and even though 
maybe she wasn't reaching out to us directly, she was going through Shawna or through 
Mike and always on top of what we were doing.  And some of the professional 
tournaments I played as an amateur and just getting to play the practice rounds with her 
and hearing some of the things she had to say about the course or about course 
management, I think she is great at that, and she has taught me so many things in that 
regard.   
 
Seeing her want to help is very nice because she doesn't have to do any of that, but yet 
she takes the time.  She will text us, like at the Open, my first start, she was very, very 
helpful.  I was practicing, it was 110 degrees outside and she was like, "Go home.  You 
don't need to be here.  You've done the work, just go rest."   
 
She was, like, "I'm not asking you.  I'm telling you to do it."  I'm like, "Okay.  I'll go 
home."  So little things like that, she doesn't have to do any of those things, yet she 
does them.  They mean so much, because like I said, she is someone I admire and 
respect so much.  Watching her help me and watching her wanting the best for me, it's 
very nice and it's very humbling and hopefully I can do that for some future Razorbacks 
one day.   
 
Q.  Obviously they moved the tee boxes back this week,  
here.  
 
MARIA FASSI:  Yes.   
 
Q.  We know you like to hit it far.  How do you feel like it helps you this week?   
 
MARIA FASSI:  Yeah, I was surprised about how many holes they've moved back.  
And, like you said, I like courses that are long.  This is not necessarily a long course but 
some of the holes are playing longer.  I feel like some of them really fit me a lot better.   
 
No. 4, the par 4, they moved it back so that bunker is not really in play for me anymore.  
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I can aim there and hit normal driver without having to worry too much about it, whereas 
last two years I had to play around that bunker.  I feel like some of those changes have 
really helped me just because it freed me up a little bit.  It's just nicer.   
 
But I know they can move them back up if they have to, or do some other changes 
because I know the course is playing softer these years as well.  But, yeah, it's nice to 
see some of those holes from the back as well.   
 
Q.  Playing here with your former teammate, Gaby Lopez and representing 
Mexico, what does that mean to you?  We talked about how important it is to 
represent Mexico.  What is that representation like for you?   
 
MARIA FASSI:  Yeah, for me, playing for Mexico, there is nothing like it, honestly.  It's 
my absolute favorite thing to do in the world.  To be quite honest, playing for the 
University of Arkansas comes very close to that as well.  So getting to play for Mexico 
and for the Razorbacks at the same time and doing it here, it's just so special and 
sharing it with five other Razorbacks and Gaby as a fellow Mexican.  It's so nice to get 
to share doing what I love the most and doing it with people I love and people I care 
about and people I respect and admire.   
 
It's just exciting to be on the same road with her and to be sharing our dream and be 
living our best life with her as well.   
 
Q.  What would it mean to you to get your first professional win here at this 
tournament?   
 
MARIA FASSI:  I don't think I could put it into words.  Just the win itself would be out of 
this world amazing, but doing it at home, like I said before, this is home for me, and 
doing it here would be unreal.  I mean, I joked about it with Coach I was like, okay, I'll 
play for 10, 12 years so I have 10 or 12 goes at winning here, because I do want to win 
here so hopefully I get to do that and hold that trophy one day.   
 
Q.  What would it mean to you to be able to represent Mexico at the upcoming 
Olympics?   
 
MARIA FASSI:  It would mean so much.  I've had the opportunity to play in the Youth 
Olympics and in the College Olympics, so doing it now in the "big leagues" and doing it 
in the actual Olympics would be so cool.  Those two have been my favorite tournaments 
that I've ever played, and just getting to travel and meet so many other athletes from 
Mexico but also from around the world and dressing up with all Mexican gear.   
 
It was so exciting back then, and I know it's only going to get better in Tokyo, so I'm 
definitely working toward that.  It's my one goal that I keep in the back of my head and 
it's definitely -- every week I'm working to get closer to getting there.  It would just be so 
nice and I know Gaby is up there, too, so getting to play with her as well and 
representing Mexico would be so much fun.   
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Q.  What's been the biggest thing you have learned on Tour, maybe something 
unexpected, being a professional that you've learned in the past three 
tournaments?   
 
MARIA FASSI:  I think the way they practice is so different than what I was used to.  
Now I'm leaning more toward how they do it than how I was used to doing it, just 
because I was talking to Shawna yesterday, there is no way you can play a practice 
round and go grind for three hours.  Your body can't take it.  You can do it one week, 
two weeks, but when you play four or five weeks in a row, there is no way you can keep 
up that kind of strain in your body.   
 
So learning how to practice and learning how to be efficient has been key, I feel like, 
and I've had to change a lot of things and be okay with that change.  I think that's been 
one of the biggest challenges, accepting that even though I feel like I can do it today, it 
might not be what I need to do down the road, so learning how to practice has been a 
nice challenge.  It's been fun to see how I've adapted and changed and having a caddie 
who has been on tour for over 20 years has been helpful because he knows what works 
and what doesn't work.  Even though it's different for every player, he has a broad idea 
of what's best.   
 
Just having him and be like, okay, let's go practice for an hour, and then let's go home, 
but that hour we are 100% there, mindful of what we're doing, and then we're out of 
here.   
 
Having him has definitely made that challenge a lot easier, but it's definitely been 
something I've been trying to fight just because I've been so used to practicing for 
longer times and more days.   
 
Like this week, I only played nine on Tuesday, nine on Wednesday, and I'm playing the 
Pro-Am today.  I know the course, it's just getting comfortable with the new tees and 
stuff.  He's like, we don't need to be killing ourselves.  It's hard, I'm tired, I had a crazy 
week last week, and I'm just -- trying to just work with my body has been one of the 
things that I wasn't necessarily expecting out here.   
 
THE MODERATOR:  Thank you so much for joining us, Maria, great luck this week.   
 
MARIA FASSI:  Thank you. 


