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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
June 27, 2019 
 
GABY LOPEZ 
 
 
THE MODERATOR:  Welcome back to the media center here at Pinnacle Country 
Club.  I am here with Gaby Lopez at the 2019 Walmart Northwest Championship 
presented by P&G.   
 
Gaby, you are a Razorback.  This is your seventh start of the championship event.  
Almost like a homecoming for you.  What does it feel like to be back now as an Rolex 
First-Time Winner?   
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Hi, everybody.  Yeah, coming back to Arkansas it feels like a second 
home, just very comfortable here.  The community is amazing, the Razorback 
community is amazing to me, to all the Razorback players.  I love to come back.  I have 
tons of friends here, the college team, the blessings, and so many memories that I can 
have in my heart, but especially just because I have two sponsors.  They are here:  
P&G, Procter & Gamble.  I'm happy to be an ambassador, and how proud I am to be 
able to play this amazing tournament that they host.   
 
Also Stephens, they also, you know, they're here, based in Arkansas, and you know this 
financial company has helped me to grow my game, to grow my career, and I'm very, 
very blessed to be able to represent them both at home.   
 
Q.  You captured your first title on the LPGA last year.  How have you grown?  
How has your game changed since then?   
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Yeah, you know, it's always nice to get that first win under your belt.  
Being able to, you know, share with my family back home in the off-season and being 
able to reevaluate all the little aspects that I had during last year was an up and down 
year, all year long, but being able to build a lot of confidence off of that tournament and 
also, you know, being able to kinda sharpen the little things that I think we all can do 
better every day, and of course it's just a huge boost of energy, motivation, and of 
course self-confidence.  At the end of the day, once you kind of beat those ghosts in 
your mind, you beat those doubts, and sometimes we all do, you know.  It's such a 
mental game, being able to overcome those mental things and at the end of the day get 
your first win., it means a lot and I tried to embrace that moment and learn as much as I 
can from every week I play.   
 
Q.  This season you have had two top-5 finishes, two top-10 finishes. Coming into 
the week what are you looking forward to the most playing here?   
 
GABY LOPEZ:  It's been a solid season.  Coming into this week I just feel that, you 
know, I kinda know this golf course pretty well.  Just kind of relaxed out there, being 
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able to feel calm and just enjoy really much the experience again to be able to represent 
the Razorbacks here at home, being able to play with six college players and Stacy and 
everyone out here is just very supportive to being able to cheer with the Razorbacks, 
and I'm happy and blessed to be part of this amazing group of young girls.   
 
Q.  Gaby, as far as Stacy Lewis, what was her impact on you as a volunteer coach 
and even turning professional?   
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Yeah, Stacy was a mentor when I was playing college golf.  She and 
Shauna did a great job, and Mike as well, coaching the team, and I got a lot of spark out 
of her when she was world No. 1.   
 
She has done a great job, and Shauna as well.  The team is getting stronger and 
stronger as each year kinda comes around.  I'm just really happy to be able to finally 
see her on Tour as I was a little kid dreaming of playing in the LPGA and now that we 
have that chance and being able to represent Razorbacks and Mexico all over the world 
is such a blessing.   
 
Q.  What's it been like having Maria as a fellow Mexican and Razorback in the 
tournament?   
 
GABY LOPEZ:  I'm super excited to be able to share especially this week with Alana, 
Dylan, Kaylee, Maria, Stacy, being able to share this scenario with such an amazing 
environment.  I don't think we get this environment in a lot of places.  I ask a lot of LPGA 
players around and, you know, what's your favorite event, and lots of them they say 
Arkansas just by how welcoming the community is and how special this week means to 
all of them.   
 
Q.  Maria, when she was in here, also talked about how this place feels like home, 
a second place other than Mexico.  For you what are some aspects of the 
community that make it feel like home to you as well?   
 
GABY LOPEZ:  I think, you know, it doesn't matter where you are, or the place, what 
actually makes it special is the people.  Ever since I got here, the team, the community 
felt like a family to me.  That was the easy transition for me.  It was that I never felt like I 
was away from home.  I always felt that I was, you know, comfortable, I could be myself 
and even coming from another culture.  Just being able to share this four years, three 
and a half here in Arkansas, I just have a lot of great feelings, great memories all 
throughout those years.   
 
Just being able to as a Razorback having a chance at the end of the season to play this 
tournament as an amateur, that says a lot of things about the program and, you know, 
how open the LPGA is to welcome amateur players.   
 
I was fortunate enough to play three times, and since then I cannot build this 
relationship not with only the Razorbacks but with the LPGA, with respect to community 
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and with all the fans that are out there.   
 
Q.  Yesterday Stacy described this particular championship more than a golf 
event.  We have yoga for kids, there's "Bite" the Women's Summit.  For you what 
makes this different than any other place on Tour?   
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Being able to, like she just said, inspire little kids all around.  I don't 
think we get that much kids in different golf courses and different championships, so this 
one we have a huge tent for little kids, huge activities for them to be able to be involved 
with the game and being able to, you know, also grow as a kid and being able to, I don't 
know, enjoy the experience of being at a golf championship.  I think that is very special, 
being able to share this with them.   
 
Yeah, I'm coming out there after this to, you know, talk to little kids and, you know, 
inspire one of them because I was one of them growing up.  I was 15, 14, 13 years old 
when I got the spark of professional golf, so I think the LPGA does a great job and P&G 
and all the sponsors to be able to open the scenario not only for golfers but for kids of 
all ages out there.   
 
Q.  We talked a little bit with Maria about being able to compete at the Olympics 
next year.  As a past Olympian for yourself what would it mean to represent 
Mexico again next year in Tokyo and possibly beside Maria?   
 
GABY LOPEZ:  It would mean the world for me.  Being able to represent Mexico has 
been a huge honor since I was a little kid.  I love playing in international tournaments 
and just being able to represent golf, the LPGA, women's golf, one of the biggest events 
of all history, it's such an honor.  Being able to dream one day win a melds for my 
country and for Arkansas as well, it will be a dream come true.   
 
I'm very, very thankful that we cannot only play golf but cheer on different activities, 
cheer on different sports, cheer on different, you know, Mexican athletes or, you know, 
everyone around the world.   
 
It's very special in 2016 to be able to walk into the dining hall and see Michael Phelps 
coming in and just little things that you are amongst the best athletes in the world is a 
huge opportunity for us as golfers to be able to play this a second time.   
 
Q.  You mentioned that you've had a lot of experience here at Pinnacle Country 
Club.  It's your seventh year here, and I'm sure you played here before.  What was 
your reaction when you found out some of the holes changed coming into the 
week?   
 
GABY LOPEZ:  I loved it.  I think it just brings more into different tee shots into play and 
I think you've got to be very strategic if you want to attack the pin or you're not attacking 
the pin.   
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So I think it's going to be interesting.  I think this course is probably not going to be as 
low as other years but, yeah, it might be, you never know.  The course is in great shape.  
I'm glad we are going to have great weather for the weekend.  I think just playing the 
course a little longer, it just plays a different challenge.  I like the challenge.   
 
Q.  What would it mean for you to capture your second victory here in Arkansas?   
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Well, of course it would be a dream come true, being able to win at 
home.  You know, it's always extremely special.  But, yeah, I can only do that by hitting 
great golf shots and, you know, hitting one at a time.  There are so many things out 
there that you can't control.  Just being able to, you know, stay patient, enjoy the end of 
the day, whatever comes, I think it's going to be a great week.   
 
THE MODERATOR:  Thank you, Gaby, so much and great luck this week.   
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Thank you. 


