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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW 
May 5, 2019 
 
SEI YOUNG KIM 
 
  
MODERATOR:  All right.  Good evening, everyone.  It's my pleasure to be joined by the 
2019 LPGA Mediheal Championship winner, Sei Young Kim.   
 
Sei Young, congratulations.  
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  Thank you.  
 
MODERATOR:  Let's start at the beginnings of your round.  Double bogey, bogey.  
What's going through your mind? 
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  It was really tough, because before the round I setting my goals, 
just -- even tough pin position.  I try to go to the aggressive strategy, but that -- I think 
that strategy make the first hole and the second hole, third holes like, yeah no good 
result.  And after that, I changed the strategy.  Even if the pin position easy, going to the 
aggressive.  If not, just avoid the pin, stay stable.  Yeah, that help me a lot today. 
 
MODERATOR:  This was actually your fourth career playoff win, you're 4-0 in playoffs.  
What were you thinking as you headed up 18 for a second time against Jeongeun Lee6 
and Bronte Law?  
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  I just think about make the birdie, this -- the last hole.  Because 
Bronte and Jeongeun play good today.  My playing wasn't good.  So even that just 
we have one hole, so I just try to make the birdie, yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  You did birdie the last hole in regulation to get into a playoff.  What was 
going through your mind after that birdie?  And how much confidence did that give you 
heading to the playoff. 
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  You mean before the playoff? 
 
MODERATOR:  Uh-huh. 
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  Try on my -- I got nervous after finish the last putt, but still my heart 
like nervous, and I couldn't relax.  But I have to relax my mind, and make myself 
comfortable, because I have to make the good result.  So, yeah, just keep thinking, "This 
is not playoff, it is like first hole, and then just going to make the birdie."  Yeah.  That 
thinking, yeah, that made me relax and comfortable.  
 
THE MODERATOR:  And then after both -- you went last after both the players missed 
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their birdie putts.  Were you nervous? 
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  Yes, very, because last week, L.A. tournament, I had the same putt 
as what I have the last putt, so I missed that putt last week, so I just -- after realized just 
whatever situation, just focus on target, so -- last putt, I even got a lot of nervous and my 
heart almost came out.  I just focus on the, okay, go target, go target. 
 
THE MODERATOR:  Okay.  This is your eighth career victory today.  What does this 
one mean to you, and how does this one differ to your seven previous LPGA wins? 
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  This win -- I think that this win very hardest to win in my life, ever, 
because last seven wins, I played really well final round.  But today I wasn't good final 
round.  So I think that playing style, little tough to win.  But yeah, it means a lot.  So I just 
alternate goals, Hall of Fame, Hall of Famer, so I think of forward, one step forward. 
 
THE MODERATOR:  How does this win adjust your goals for this season? 
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  Actually, I setting my goals like three win.  So, yeah, I -- two left.  I'm 
just trying, yeah. 
 
THE MODERATOR:  How much confidence do you get getting a win on a golf course 
like this?  You said the other day you typically prefer golf courses where you make a lot 
of birdies. 
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  When I practice round, obviously doesn't suit my eyes, I don't know 
why, this golf course, so -- because a lot of tree, I like the (inaudible) golf course.  So, 
even that, I keep talking myself, I like this golf course, and then just focus on your target.  
Don't think about any tree, yeah. 
 
THE MODERATOR:  How do you like the golf course now? 
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  I love it.  I love it. 
 
THE MODERATOR:  All right.  We'll go ahead and take some questions here for Sei 
Young.   
 
Q.  Because you have won spectacularly, you know, record-setting fashion, 
making birdies, going low, did you prove to yourself something this week?  Did 
you prove anything to yourself? 
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  I think I saying -- obviously, I think when I look at years, I think play 
better than now, that's my opinion.  So I trying -- this year I try to come back when I play 
in 2015, so we're -- I talk with -- talking through with my caddie, talk about the 2015, how 
we did play, yeah.  
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Q.  What did your caddie tell you before you started the playoff today?  Did he 
give you a pep talk?  
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  Before the playoff?  
 
Q.  Did he tell you anything, advice?  
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  Before the -- after the playoff, the win?  
 
Q.  Before. 
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  Before.  He just told me about a -- you can do it, and yeah, I -- he 
keep trust me, yeah.  I know him. 
 
Q.  What makes this course so difficult?  And how much of your struggles today 
do you think were because of the course, as much as anything you were doing? 
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  Definitely pin position.  Just pin position really tough all four days, 
because of the -- sometime I -- sometime I follow the pin position, it makes me like 
double bogey and almost triple bogey.  So, yeah, I needed to do a really smart strategy.  
And then when I play afternoon, greens are a little bumpy, so it is tough to judge it, 
which is breaks, how much is breaks going on.   
 
And then cold weather -- cold weather, low temperature, less my distance every club, all 
the club.  So, sometimes, yeah, over the green -- sometimes it's tough to judge the 
distance, yeah. 
 
Q.  Can I ask a follow-up?  Randall mentioned sort of your record-low score.  I 
think you were 31 under last year? 
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  And then you win this at 7 under.  
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  I mean, could it be any more different?  Could you tell us how different that is? 
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  Yeah, totally different.  When I shoot the 31 under and I look at the 
hole, I -- just every hole in.  But today, it wasn't.  Most hole like miss the hole.  So, yeah, 
it feels way different. 
 
MODERATOR:  We do have the U.S. Women's Open coming up.  How much 
confidence are you bringing in to -- we still have four majors left in the LPGA season. 
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SEI YOUNG KIM:  Yeah, I got pretty much confidence.  And right after this tournament, 
we have two weeks off.  So, yeah, my coach come to the -- where I staying in Dallas.  
And my mom -- my family will come to my house.  So, we going to have a great time.  
And then having a good time.  Ready for the next event. 
 
MODERATOR:  You mentioned your family.  Your dad was here to witness your win 
today. 
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  Uh-huh. 
 
MODERATOR:  Does he travel with you usually?  Is this the first time he's seen you 
win? 
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  Most time he travel with me, yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  How special is that, to share these moments with him? 
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  He's supporting me a lot when I was -- since I was starting in golf.  
So, yeah, it means a lot.  I'm very happy to give to him the happiness, yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Is he the reason you got into the game as a young player?  
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  Yeah, yeah.  He got me into the golf.  So he love to golf.  He play 
pro-am this week.  It's weird. 
 
MODERATOR:  Did he play with you?  
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  No, he played with Na Yeon Choi.  I told him, don't go pro-am, but 
he -- he disappear in the morning.  I was like, he play on the course.  I was like, no. 
 
Q.  You changed your swing a little bit, right? 
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  Yes. 
 
Q.  Because of an injury? 
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  Uh-huh. 
 
Q.  Can you tell us about that? 
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  Last year, I -- in the golf, started changing my swing because my ball 
flight kept go left, pull it.  So, after changing the last year, I shoot like 31 under.  After 
that, I keep -- my playing very consistently.  And then I liked that swing, but after off 
season, winter season, I don't feel a little bit weird, my back, low back.  So I didn't think 
about because of my swing.  I thought just I need to rest.  And I -- two weeks of rest, I'm 
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still, like, back pain.  Even last week, I couldn't practice a round, I just walking on the 
course.  So, I decide, oh, I have to change my swing right now.  So last week I changed 
my swing. 
 
Q.  (Inaudible)  
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  Can you describe how you changed your swing?  Did you shorten it, did you -- 
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  Just body turn the most time.  Yeah, body turns first.  Because old 
swing, my swing weight to little more right side when I backswing.  And then -- and 
hitting the ball, it's more see, more like curve my back when I finish it.  So I think that's 
the reason why my back pain, yeah. 
 
Q.  Does it feel better swinging it? 
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  Still little bit, but not as much as before the change. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Any further questions for Sei Young?  I just have one more.  
What are you going to do to celebrate tonight? 
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  I don't know yet.  We going to have a good dinner, yeah, just -- yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  All right.  Congratulations, and thank you. 
 
SEI YOUNG KIM:  Thank you.   
 


