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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
May 4, 2019 
 
LEXI THOMPSON 
 

 
 

Q.  Thank you.  A 69 for the third round, Lexi.  You have had a lot of scores lower 

than that in your career.  This one gained a lot of ground.  What was so 

challenging out there today?  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I think overall this golf course is very challenging.  And then they're 

tucking some of these pins and putting them on three degrees of slope, so it's hard.  And 

then once it starts blowing, it's hard to get it actually close to these hole locations.  And 

just lining up putts and taking your par and running.  So it's just a challenging golf course 

in general. 

 

Q.  Is it a course where patience is absolutely required?  Because yesterday late 

in the round you were pretty close to the cut line, and now --  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  -- tomorrow you're going to have a chance to win. 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, thanks.  It definitely requires a lot of patience, because there 

will be holes where you just have to take a bogey and just move on to the next one.  If 

you hit a squirrely drive, you just have to pitch out.  You're going to make bogeys out 

there.  At the same time, there are birdie opportunities, and sometimes -- if they get 

nicer with some of the pins, you can make some birdies.  But, like I said, it's a 

challenging golf course, you just have to take the hard holes and just run with pars. 

 

Q.  Is it a course where your driver and your power and accuracy with that driver 

is a big advantage? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I would say so.  I hit a good amount of drivers, but also a lot of 

3-woods as well.  Just some of the holes shape better with my 3-wood, turning-wise.  

But definitely it's an advantage, because if they tuck some of the pins it's easier with a 

shorter club in my hands. 

 

Q.  Good luck tomorrow. 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Thank you.  Appreciate it. 

 

Q.  How much comes from experience and maybe (inaudible). 
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LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, definitely am learning along the way.  There's some 

challenging golf courses.  This is one of the more challenging courses that we have 

played in the year.  Like I said, if you're going to hit a squirrely drive or a bad second 

shot, you're going to get in some really tough locations.  Sometimes bogeys, you got to 

take them and just go to the next hole and be okay with it. 

 

Q.  Being okay with it, that takes some time to -- 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Oh, yeah, yeah.  I mean, I'm not going to say I'm okay with bogeys, 

but sometimes you just have to be, because sometimes par's just out of the question, or 

if it you missed the par putt.  So, you can't get frustrated with it, because then it can 

compound, especially on a golf course like this. 

 

Q.  The decision to step back from social media, does that help your game, maybe 

your focus, or just, I don't know, in some way? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, I think so.  Social media is a big part of just a professional 

athlete's life, who interacts with their fans a lot.  It is a big part of my life.  I let a lot of 

people in to see what I do on and off the golf course and what goes into it.  And I'm still 

going to upload pictures, just maybe through my management team.  But it makes me 

focus on my game a lot more.  Like this week, I hardly ever checked my phone as it is.  

Just to text my mom, or take a picture of my dog.  So other than that, I think it's good, 

though.  I think it's good for me, and just to focus on my game. 

 

Q.  Lexi, walk us through 18 for you and how much confidence coming away with 

a birdie gives you going into the final round. 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, I didn't hit my best drive, over to the right, so I ended up 

having to lay up, which is usually a hole I would go for, especially with the tee being 

moved up.  But to walk away with a birdie, it definitely gives me a lot of confidence going 

into tomorrow.  I hit a great wedge shot, and it's just a good feeling.  And then to sign all 

the autographs was even better. 

 

Q.  Speaking of 18, Lexi, you're 7 under on the last four holes over your first three 

rounds.  What is it about the closing stretch that makes you play so well? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Well, I didn't really know that, so it's good to know.  I think it's just a 

matter -- I mean, 18 is a good hole, I can reach it.  So if I get a good drive down there -- I 

can't really tell you.  I think little just a great stretch of holes.  I believe it's -- 15 is a 

reachable par 5 for basically everybody out here, so it's definitely a good birdie 

opportunity.  But, yeah, it's overall just a great golf course.  There's challenging holes, 

but at the same time there's some birdie holes out there. 

 

Q.  You said that you want to finish (inaudible).  Can you play (inaudible) here the 

way you can play it at ANA?  Is there any difference? 
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LEXI THOMPSON:  I wouldn't say so much out here than at ANA.  Here is a little bit 

more placement on a few of the holes.  Like I said, there's a few of the holes that 

definitely shape for my 3-wood better than my driver.  But at the same time my driver 

doesn't go too much further than my 3-wood.  But it is a course that you can play 

aggressive, but at the same time you really have to play smart, especially with some of 

the pin locations.  You have to look at the pins before you tee off. 

 

Q.  Last question.  How many drivers do you think you hit today? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I would really say -- I mean, every par 4 or 5 besides three or four 

of them. 

 

Q.  So whatever the math.   
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