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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
May 2, 2019 
 
SO YEON RYU 
 
  
Q.  So Yeon, you had a 5 under effort.  You mentioned in your press conference at 
the start of the tournament you even had the right ingredients to perform well 
here.  What ingredients did you have today?  
 
SO YEON RYU:  I guess I did spend a lot of time to practice the pitch shot, and then my 
pitch shot practice has paid off on the golf course today.  To be honest, it was a bit 
disappointed finish, because I made bogey at the last.  But I'm happy that I made a lot of 
birdies out there.  And then I'm also really happy that I have been hitting low scores 
almost every tournament, so I feel like I'm getting there. 
 
Q.  You had seven birdies over your last 13 holes.  What clicked for you on the 
15th? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Well, first of all, I think just my -- just my (inaudible) was a bit too high.  
Like, every time when I missed a shot a little bit, or missed a putt a little bit, I have been 
a little harsh to me, even though I promised myself I wasn't going to do it.  And then I 
was like, you know what, I already promised myself I'm not -- I wasn't going to do it, 
harsh on my own, but that's what I did the last few holes.  And let's just free up, and then 
let's enjoy it.  And then I guess that mindset really helped me out to make a lot of birdies. 
 
Q.  How hard is it to remind yourself to be kind to yourself on the golf course? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  It's really tough, because when you -- when you're dedicated to make 
your game better and better, and then when you cannot really see the result right away, 
it can be really easy to get frustrated.  The thing is, it's just golf.  It's not 
really -- nothing's really guaranteed.  Even though you practice really hard, nothing's 
guaranteed.  Well, sort of guaranteeing if you practice hard, you have a chance to play 
better.  But if you don't practice hard, that's guarantee you cannot perform really well. 
 
So, well, well-behaving on the golf course is really tough, but that's what I'm good at.  I 
guess that's what professional golfer -- I hope I can have this great behave on the golf 
course for next three days. 
 
Q.  Now, you have played really well here on the first round.  You're 16 under over 
your last three first rounds at Lake Merced.  What is it about the first round that 
brings out the best in your game? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  I don't know.  Maybe nervous, because this golf course is not really 
easy golf course.  You have to drive the ball really well, have to -- I mean, everything 
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has to be really great to shoot the low score.  And then maybe just before the 
tournament start, I really nervous about it.  And then when I'm nervous about it, I guess 
my concentration level is really high.  I guess maybe that's the attitude I need to have, 
like every round, I guess. 
 
Q.  Well, shoot low scores the rest of the way.  Good luck to you. 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Thank you very much.   
 


