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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
May 2, 2019 
 
ANNE VAN DAM 
 

 
 

Q.  With Anne van Dam.  Tied for the lead at 5 under par.  Ann, you were sitting on 

the fifth tee box at 2 over.  What did you tell yourself to kick it into gear?   

 

ANNE VAN DAM:  I got off to a really bad start, actually.  Hit two poor irons -- actually, 

three poor irons in my first five holes.  I wasn't really swinging that freely.  So I just said 

to myself, go on and play golf, hit shots, and don't try to think too much about my 

technique, just play your shots.  And it was nice to get birdie on 5, the bonus eagle on 8, 

and then kind of got a little -- 

 

Q.  And you're known for your driver.  You're the longest driver on the LPGA Tour.  

But what part of your game isn't talked about enough outside of your driver? 

 

ANNE VAN DAM:  I think when I'm playing well, I'm doing everything well.  If I look at 

today, I hit some good iron shots, as well as my putting was pretty good.  So, I think 

when I get on a good streak, I can putt really well as well. 

 

Q.  Find yourself in contention for the first time on the LPGA.  You're near the top 

of the leaderboard.  And you have won three times recently on the LET -- 

 

ANNE VAN DAM:  Four. 

 

Q.  Four times, excuse me.  Four in your career, but three times in your time 

period. 

 

So, with that, how do you tell yourself and take that experience from your wins 

and manage that going into the next few rounds? 

 

ANNE VAN DAM:  I know if I'm in contention, I've just got to keep doing what I'm doing.  

Play aggressive, take my chances when I get them, take my chances when I get them, 

and also play a little bit defense sometimes.  I have a few longer irons, and I never mind 

that.  So, I feel like this golf course is set up perfect for me.  I can hit long drivers and 

can be aggressive with my short irons.   

 

So, I really enjoyed the course, so I'm looking forward to the next couple of days. 

 

Q.  Good luck the rest of the way. 

 

ANNE VAN DAM:  Thank you. 
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Q.  Curious, first of all, how you would assess your rookie season so far on the 

LPGA?  

 

ANNE VAN DAM:  It's been fun, for sure.  I have been lucky a lot so far.  My goal's been 

a bit up and down.  It's nice to finally get off to a good start in the first round here.  I feel 

like almost every tournament so far I have been around par and just making the cut, and 

then playing good weekends from there on.  So, I feel like I have been close, but just a 

few bad holes every week I had so far, a few like doubles and triples, which out here you 

fall back 20 spots.  So, I have been feeling like I have been playing well, just a few bad 

shots around kept me from scoring well. 

 

Q.  What was the difference today for you? 

 

ANNE VAN DAM:  I thought I just -- well, I said to myself walking from the fourth hole, I 

said, just play golf.  I know how to play golf.  And when -- I played well the practice 

round.  And I said to myself, I love this course, I love playing it.  So, I was too caught up 

after four holes, not enjoying myself, so I said, just play your game and hit free shots.  

And that's what I did after that, so happy with that.   
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