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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
April 30, 2019 
 
MINJEE LEE 
 
 
Q.  So we're back at Lake Merced.  You've got really good memories here, it's always 
got to be fun to come back.  
 
MINJEE LEE:  Yeah.  I mean, I was back here for the 2012 U.S. Girls and I was lucky 
enough to win that, and I have a lot of great memories here, even from last year and the last 
couple years that they've had this event here. 
 
Yeah, no, it's a golf course that I really love and just have really great memories. 
 
Q.  I know, it's the first I heard, they flipped the nines? 
 
MINJEE LEE:  They did that last year, I think.   
 
Q.  I wasn't here last year.  So what's the difference?  You played the Juniors, you 
played here Swinging Skirts when it was one way and now it's another way. 
 
MINJEE LEE:  Um-hmm. 
 
Q.  Is that weird? 
 
MINJEE LEE:  Well, last year when I first played, it was a little bit different, but I think they 
have a couple of hole changes too from last year and just a couple of the holes are different 
to what I remember the first time I came.  So but either way, it's always in really great 
condition and the course is really challenging in itself.  Yeah, just really love coming back 
here. 
 
Q.  Do you think it's a course that particularly suits you of? 
 
MINJEE LEE:  I guess the harder it is, the better for everyone.  Yeah, I think it's definitely a 
ball-striking golf course.  Here, a little bit different to last week, I think you have to drive it 
really well.  A lot of the tee shots, sometimes you have to like quite fit it in, and obviously the 
greens are a little bit tricky and it is poa here as well.  A little bit different.  I think maybe it's 
not as bumpy in some places depending on how fast it is.  Yeah, I think it does suit me and 
I've had some success here before.  It's really nice to be back. 
 
Q.  World No. 2, still as good a feeling as we chatted about on Sunday? 
 
MINJEE LEE:  Yeah, definitely.  I mean, once I saw the rankings change, it was really -- it 
was pretty cool, a cool feeling to be No. 2.  Yeah, I'm sure this feeling will be as good as it is 
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wherever I am with that number. 
 
Q.  Back through last year and the playoff and Lydia's shot there, what are your 
memories of that moment? 
 
MINJEE LEE:  She hit a really, really great shot and obviously went really close, so she 
made eagle and won in a playoff. 
 
I just remember I think I made birdie.  I was proud of myself for making birdie even though 
you cannot beat an eagle unless you make an eagle.  Yeah, either way I took away more 
positives than negatives out of that week. 
 
Q.  And that actually ties it into perspective, you're talking about last week, you've 
been playing really well and you've been playing against players that have great 
moments and great days.  Is that a way of you taking the positive out of things? 
 
MINJEE LEE:  I think so.  Like I said, like even the seconds that I've had, I feel like most of 
them I didn't really lose them, they just really outplayed me.  It's not like I had a bad day to 
lose the event.  Yeah, a lot of times I take a lot more positives than negatives I think since 
that's happened a couple times.  Yeah, obviously you would like to have the win, that's 
everybody.  Yeah, I think it's a bit of character building, and without failures, you won't have 
success.  Yeah, I think you can always learn from them. 
 


