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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
April 30, 2019 
 
LYDIA KO 
 
 
BRIANNE WIGLEY:  Good afternoon, everyone.  Welcome back to the LPGA Mediheal 
Championship media center.  It's my pleasure to be joined by 15-time LPGA winner, 
two-time major champion and the defending champion, Lydia Ko.   
 
Lydia, I have to start, take us back to the playoff here last year, the 3-wood that set you up 
for the win.  You just received a plaque at the spot that you hit the 3-wood.  Take us through 
the playoff and that shot. 
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, and I think there were points -- some points in my fourth round that I felt 
like, oh, you know, maybe it wasn't my time to win this week.  I kind of fought my way.  I had 
finished pretty strong with a few birdies in the last few holes to make it into that playoff. 
 
With the weather here being pretty cooler than some other places we play in, the 
temperature was dropping and I was even glad that I had a shot to go for the green.  That 
tree in front of the green was pretty high so I knew that I needed to hit it absolutely perfect, 
and I said, you know what, this is probably my only chance, so I'm going to go for it.   
 
In the playoff, it was kind of a match play format where we're really playing against one other 
player.  So it's hands down probably the best -- definitely the best 3-wood I've ever hit and 
top 3 of the best shots I've hit in my life, and I'm sure that will still be the case even at the 
end of my career. 
 
I love coming back here.  I think Daly City has always welcomed the LPGA and you always 
love coming back to play where the fans are excited to see you play. 
 
BRIANNE WIGLEY:  Did you ever think you would be getting a plaque for a shot that you hit 
before?  
 
LYDIA KO:  No.  I've thought, you know, like I mentioned earlier, I thought I was cool to get 
the locker in the locker room, but now with the plaque, I feel like this is, you know, one of my 
places where you go back to home.   
 
And hopefully no one's going to remove that.  It's something that I'll be able to keep looking 
at, and I think every time I go by 18 I'll look at it and get a lot of the great memories from it. 
 
It's so special that Lake Merced was kind enough to do that for me and for everyone here.  
Hopefully they'll be around for a long time, but I've definitely never had something like that 
happen to me before, so it's really special. 
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BRIANNE WIGLEY:  You touched a little bit on your history here at Lake Merced.  You won 
the 2014 and 2015 LPGA event that was here.  What is it about this place and this golf 
course for you?  
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah.  I played here at Lake Merced when Minjee had won the U.S. Juniors in 
2012.  I really love that golf course.  I think I had a shut-out eagle on one hole and just a lot 
of good memories to come back to.   
 
That's why when the LPGA was here for the first time, I was excited to be back.  Obviously 
they switched up the nines for when we're playing since last year.  The course has always 
been in great shape and I think it's one of the toughest golf courses we play at.  It really 
requires accuracy off the tee and really good putting because the greens can get slopey and 
pretty quick. 
 
Yeah, lucky for me I was able to have a pretty good combination the three times I've come 
here.  This is a place where I had my first win as a Tour member.  I even have a tattoo of the 
date here that I won.  It's something that I'm going to remember a lot of.  Just come back 
here and I always get good vibes, and I love seeing familiar faces and seeing the volunteers 
and the members I've seen, you know, in the years that I've come.  It's kind of I feel like 
they're family. 
 
BRIANNE WIGLEY:  You obviously are very comfortable around here, like you mentioned, 
with the fans and the volunteers.  How does that translate to the golf game coming back to a 
place that maybe feels like home and where you've had so much success in the past?  
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, I think no matter what golf course you play at, you know, you always drill 
back to the good memories; you know, that putt you holed or that good chip you made.  
When you go to a golf course you've played well at, you know that game is there and you 
know if you can put it together, you can shoot a really low score.  You know, around this golf 
course, low score might not necessarily mean 8, 9, 10 under where you could sometimes 
see at other golf courses. 
 
Yeah, to me, I just love coming back to places where I've played well at.  It just gives me 
good vibes.  Last year I didn't really come in with a great week from L.A., so it wasn't like I 
was feeding off good momentum.  I was able to get good momentum after the week actually.  
It just shows, you know, a week, a day can make a huge difference in a player's confidence.  
I think this week last year did that for me.  I think it was more than just a win.  I think there 
was a lot of things that helped me for the rest of the season. 
 
BRIANNE WIGLEY:  And this year you have five top-20 finishes.  How would you assess 
your year so far? 
 
LYDIA KO:  I played pretty decent apart from the last couple ones.  Like even last week I felt 
like I played okay, but I haven't had 36 putts in a long time.  I posted that on Instagram.  
Definitely haven't had 19 putts in nine holes for a while.  But the putter has been something 
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that has helped me in some of the other events.  It's just hopefully it's just an off week and 
I'm saving it up for this week. 
 
Sometimes, you know, it gets to you when you just don't see the ball going in and you get 
frustrated.  It's a whole new week, so hopefully good momentum going into Thursday.  Yeah, 
I know that it could have been better, but I know that, you know, I've seen improvement and 
some positives and I think that's what you've got to feed off.   
 
Still we're only -- is this still April?  It's still only April and our season ends in November, so 
we've still got a long way to go.  Just got to stay patient and, you know, just believe in 
myself. 
 
BRIANNE WIGLEY:  We'll open it up for questions for Lydia. 
 
Q.  So if this shot here was in your top 3, what are the other two greatest shots of 
your career? 
 
LYDIA KO:  One definite one is the hole-in-one that I had at the Olympics, I think second or 
third round.  Xiyu Lin, she made a hole-in-one on that same hole and she was two, three 
groups in front of me.  So apparently the volunteers have the earpiece and they said it was 
going so loud in their ears the whole period because obviously there's that vibe from after it, 
and then not long after I made a hole-in-one.  It was probably the trickiest pin position on 
that green.  It was behind the bunker tucked on the left and I was just thinking, just one place 
you don't want to go is plugged into the bunker.  Then I hit it and I was like, yay, it went over 
the bunker.  And I was like, oh, where did the ball go?  What just happened there? 
 
I got two really not-nice rejects of holes-in-one at the KPMG that year, so I was like a 
hole-in-one and I are just not on the same level right now, but it was probably the coolest 
place to do it.  I think some of our New Zealand men hockey players were there, so they kind 
of got a clip of me making that and picking up the ball.  That's probably one. 
 
My putt to win at the Evian Championship on the 72nd hole.  I didn't think it would go in and I 
was just like just cozy it up there and just tap out for your par.  I was like, oh, man, that's a 
little hard for a cozy, and it went in.  I was like thank goodness the hole was there. 
 
Probably for now, those three.  And they're special in so many different ways.  But yeah, it's 
probably those three. 
 
Q.  And then are you still feeling momentum, are you still drawing on this win from 
last year even now? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, I just love coming back here.  You know, you go to some of the holes, 
like I was playing No. 11 today and I was like, oh, Johnny, do you remember when I like 
snap-hooked it into that bunker, and then I had a really bad shot right, and then I like holed 
the bunker shot and we made birdie? 
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It's like that's the weird thing about golf; it's not all about that one tee shot.  You can set 
yourself up again and you could be leaving that hole with a birdie or an eagle or the most 
incredible par.  I think that's the really cool thing that we kind of have that advantage of being 
able to make up and down and recover from that. 
 
So, yeah, and I think I'm kind of the type that I always go to a place and I go, oh, I remember 
making that putt or that bunker shot.  I think that's not only like a confidence booster, but it 
helps me to say you just never know until the very end when that last putt drops.  So you just 
can never give up because really, because when you're out there, all you can do is try your 
best.  But you're not just playing in a field by yourself.  There's so many players, there's 
aspects that you can't control.  I think I feed off from those kind of shots in different ways and 
not only just the confidence, yeah. 
 
Q.  Lydia, you talked about accuracy off the tee.  Is this course that much different 
than other courses you play?  I mean, you've won so often here, it obviously fits you 
in a dramatic way.  Is it mostly that?    
 
LYDIA KO:  The good thing is I wasn't coming off with the best like driving accuracy coming 
into this week last year and I was like, oh, man, like I have to keep it in the fairways this 
week, and somehow I like kept it in the fairways. 
 
I think the big key for me last year was I don't think I've had that many chip-ins before.  Like I 
chipped in behind the 18th green, I chipped in from the 11th bunker, and I was like, what is 
going on? 
 
You know, when things are going your way, I think you somehow get these, get like lucky 
bounces, like hit a tree and somehow it goes in the fairway or you have a shot.  I think every 
course is different, but this is probably one of maybe the tighter ones we play.  Because of 
the colder weather, the rough can get pretty juicy here and I think that also plays to where 
even if the fairway's super tight, the rough is forgiving, then it's not as tough.  But here it 
tends to be pretty juicy, so I think that's what makes it tougher, which is kind of, like I said at 
the ANA Inspiration this year, I think that's why it just makes the course play a little bit more 
differently. 
 
Q.  Do you want more tougher courses? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, if I play like this, yeah, I would love that.  But I think the amount of talent 
on the LPGA is getting better and better just week in, week out.  Obviously the top players 
are still up there, but you just never know who's going to win. 
 
That is one of the ways I think to make it tougher and I think ANA Inspiration was a clear 
example of that.  But, you know, no matter how tough it gets, I think, you know, because of 
the talent, the birdies are still there and people are still shooting low scores.  I think it also 
proves that, you know, women, female golfers can play in these kind of tough conditions 
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where I think in some cases go, okay, they can't hit out of here.  But I think the players have 
definitely proven that it is possible for the women and just the talent of it. 
 
Q.  Happy birthday, by the way.  We share.  
 
LYDIA KO:  Thank you.  I wish my birthday was here. 
 
Q.  The golf course aside, you clearly have a special relationship with this club.  You 
alluded to it before.  They adore, you are their favorite son.  Talk about that. 
 
LYDIA KO:  I think it starts from when I walk into the clubhouse and register.  You see the 
board members and the members here, and they're people that I've seen not only last year 
but in the years that I've come.  They've always just been super nice.   
 
I've gotten to know some of the Korean members here and just members all around; even 
the superintendents and the people that work inside the clubhouse, too.  I've been lucky that 
they've always been super welcoming, just always cheered me on.  Maybe it's due to the 
fact that I won here, I'm not really sure, but they've always just given me a big smile.  I know 
that no matter if I play well or not, they're always there to clap for me.   
 
I think as a player you always love coming back to places where you're not really worrying 
about the golf, you just love being here at this venue and just seeing these familiar faces.  
Yeah, I think that's the cool thing about it is just obviously I love the golf course and I've 
been lucky enough to have won here, but it just gives me good vibes.   
 
And I just love San Fran and Daly City.  I think a big thing of the support that they've given to 
the LPGA is the former mayor of Daly City who passed away, but he was a huge supporter 
of us coming here.  He would play the pro-ams and he would always come out and give us 
handshakes and say "good luck."  I think that's a really cool thing.  It just shows what a nice 
community it is here.  I think we love coming back to places where we feel welcome and we 
don't feel like strangers just coming in for a week. 
 
Q.  You and Minjee have been playing golf since you were little kids against each 
other.  Talk a little bit about that. 
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, I met Minjee when I played this junior event in Perth a long time ago, 
probably half my age, and I was like, man, you know, she's such a good golfer and, you 
know, growing up in New Zealand, I didn't have that many friends that were golfers that were 
around my age.  So she was one of I think the first players that was my age, a girl similar to 
my age, and was a good golfer.  I just enjoyed it.   
 
And she obviously has a great personality.  She's fun and I love that I got to play U.S. 
Juniors with her, Australian Amateur, New Zealand Amateur, and now on Tour.  Yeah, I 
think we've gotten a great friendship over these years.  She's definitely proving herself what 
a strong competitor she is.  I think she's probably the hottest player.  She's had a bunch of, I 
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think, second places and then won last week.   
 
Yeah, all around I think she's got a complete game and I think she's one of the best short 
game players, and she's got length off the tee but also accurate.  Probably keys to success 
right there.   
 
No, it's great to see her playing well and I think she's a great role model and representation 
of not only Australia, but everyone Down Under, yeah. 
 
Q.  Any kind of a rivalry there in particular? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Obviously when we're playing, you want to play the best you can and, you 
know, you're being competitive, but I think, you know, when she makes a birdie or I make a 
birdie, we're always supportive of that.  I think that's the great thing about not only our 
friendship but our tour, the LPGA.  When you see somebody win an event, you know that 
there are other players there to, you know, pour champagne or water or give you big hugs.  I 
think that's the great thing about the LPGA is just how much love and support players have 
with each other. 
 
Q.  You have three wins here.  How many different caddies? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Three wins, probably all three different, yeah.  Domingo, Jason and Johnny. 
 
Q.  Lydia, since your win last year, you've had a ton of top-20s, top-10s.  Are you 
satisfied with putting yourself in contention or disappointed you haven't won since 
then, and how much can this week sort of get you over that hump?  You've obviously 
been playing well, but what will being back here mean do you think going forward? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, you know, I think -- I think in Asia I actually played really solid like from 
Evian onwards.  Obviously a top-10 after this week last year, but Asia onwards I really put 
myself in contention quite a lot and I felt super confident.  Sometimes it was really that one 
putt not lipping out or that momentum changer.  I think golf is such a momentum game 
where, you know, when you see a putt go in, you just kind of draw from that and go to the 
next putt and go, man, I can hole this.  Or if you hit a good tee shot, you go, okay, I can hit 
that same good drive that I did on the last. 
 
So obviously I wish I had another win in the bag between then and now, but, you know, it's 
tough to win.  The girls are playing great and sometimes, you know, you feel like you played 
really good but somebody plays better.  All you can do is try your best and be positive and 
confident.  It's really out of your hands from there. 
 
But yeah, you know, I think the more times I put myself in contention, the confidence builds 
up.  I know that if I keep trying but not over try, yeah, I think there's a limit right there, then it 
just will naturally come. 
 



7 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

But you can't force it, you know.  You just have to keep grinding it out and just have fun.  I 
think sometimes you lose fun because you're so worried about the results.  But I think I've 
gotten to know that, hey, you know, sometimes you're going to have a bad day but you've 
just got to smile or cry over it and then move on.  If you keep dwelling yourself on it, I think 
it's tougher and that's where you lose the confidence.  Just trying to keep my head up high 
and I know that a lot of things are going good, try and polish those things and go from there. 
 
Q.  So are you the type of person that reads plaques at the course if you were to pass 
one on the ground or somewhere up by the clubhouse? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, normally I go, oh, what's that?  I think there's Tiger Woods on the wall 
over there as you go down the stairs.  Yeah, especially, I mean, it's kind of cool when you 
see your name on it.  But I always like to read, you know, all the past champions.   
 
When we were walking just before the bridge at ANA, I think it's just so cool to see everyone 
that has kind of walked along this path and everyone that's played here.  Sometimes you 
see like cool facts, like see a plaque on a tree and you go, what would that plaque be, and 
it's like, oh, that tree was taken down by a bear.  
 
I saw that in Canada one year, and I'm like, okay, don't hit it by that tree just in case that 
bear comes.  You get to learn things like that.  I think it's cool that those things are there for 
not only our generation, but the future generations they see and I think it's something that 
you can learn from.  It's like a Fun Fact 101 kind of thing. 
 
Q.  Now you're a fun fact.  
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, I'm going to be a fun fact like when I'm 90, someone's going to go oh, I 
know her.  So yes, it's just something that you can always draw good memories on. 
 
BRIANNE WIGLEY:  All right.  Thanks so much for your time, Lydia. 
 
LYDIA KO:  Thank you. 
 


