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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW 
March 31, 2019 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL  ( -18) 
 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  We'll welcome in the Puntacana Resort & Club champion, Graeme 
McDowell.  Congratulations on the victory, Graeme.  You're no stranger to winning, but this 
one was right down to the wire.  Just give us your feelings and thoughts right now. 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  Yeah, you know, it's difficult to win on the PGA TOUR.  Don't like 
calling this a second-tier event, but obviously the best players in the world are in Austin, 
Texas, this week.  Still got a great field down here.   
 
I sat over there Wednesday and I said that I was here on a mission, I was here motivated, 
and the attitude was going to be very, very important this week.  I got off to a slow start and 
then I kind of found my groove Friday, Saturday, especially on the greens.   
 
Today I got off to the dream start.  I've got to be honest, I thought I could put a little distance 
between me and the field, but Chris Stroud played phenomenally well.  My putter went a little 
cold.  It's difficult to talk everyone through how well I was putting yesterday and come back 
out and try to do it again today.  It's amazing when you start talking about something how it 
can go away.   
 
This one's a pretty sweet victory.  It feels a bit like the victory at Mayakoba in '15, comes at 
the end of a long grind.  This one's been coming.  I feel like I've been playing well for the last 
12 months.  Haven't been turning my good weeks into big weeks and that's been the big key 
and that's what you have to do on the PGA TOUR, that's what you have to do to get yourself 
up in the FedExCup points race.  You have to make your good weeks into big ones and this 
win is going to go a long way to get me back to where I want to be in the game.  That's the 
mission at the minute, get myself back in the top-100, top-50 in the world competing on a 
week to week against the best players in the world.   
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Having set all those goals that you want to achieve, obviously winning 
goes a long way towards that.  You get a two-year exemption, of course.  You move up in 
the FedExCup inside the top-40 currently, but that will change a little bit once the Match Play 
is established.  Just talk about the relief of that. 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  Yeah, I mean, listen, getting my playing privileges was a huge goal 
this year.  It's a goal I've never had before.  It's one of those things that always took care of 
itself.  When you're in the top-50 in the world and you're playing WGCs and majors, it's 
amazing how the points and money toward your playing privileges just kind of come 
automatically.  But all of a sudden when you're grinding, when you're asking for invites like 
I've been doing this year, I felt like I had this monkey on my back that I couldn't shake off 
and that was to get myself back in the 125, back feeling like I can play loose.  That's when I 
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play my best, when I'm loose, when I'm just trying to compete every week rather than 
needing it as badly.  I've been needing it too much lately and this is going to go a long way 
to helping me stop needing it and just going out there and just playing golf to try and 
compete every week.  That's what I'm looking for.  This is a huge relief, this win.  I've got to 
be honest, massive relief. 
 
Q.  Can you just walk us through what happened on 17?  Chris was playing so, so 
steady all the way up until then, but obviously a huge swing for you. 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  Yeah, you know, Kenny just walked into the room there.  He said 
to me walking on the 16 tee that the last three holes could offer up that bogey-birdie 
scenario.  Chris looked like he wasn't going to put a foot wrong.  When he hit the second 
shot on 16, I was like, man, this guy's going to be really tough to beat right here.   
 
When he missed that putt on 16, I had a chance again and he put probably his first real bad 
swing of the day on 17 but he wasn't in any trouble.  I hit a 6-iron in there.  It's a shot that 
I've been working on the last few days because it's the shot that was plaguing me a bit early 
in the week.  I had the lefts going with that shot and I hit 30 balls on the range after my round 
last night just to try and groove that shot back in.  Came off the clubface, I knew it was pretty 
good.   
 
Then he hit an average chip and missed the putt and I had that putt to go one ahead, which 
was huge at the time.  I'm not going to sit here and criticize the 18th hole, but it was a tough 
hole to decide the tournament because the tee shot, you had to aim so far left today.  Chris 
obviously pulled it and had like 270 flag, you know, and hit a really good second shot.   
 
I kind of took the shorter line and it was still a really, really hard shot to get back there.  
Ended up playing kind of a safety chip if you like.  When he kind of nuked his putt past, I was 
able to -- I just thought I've got to take 6 out of the equation here at this point.  It was such a 
tough chip up the slope and I thought if I hit this long, I could make 6, so I decided to come 
out sideways trust my putter and thankfully it was good enough. 
 
Q.  That being said, your reaction on 17, as soon as you hit it you walked right to your 
bag, you didn't watch it.  
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  Yeah.  Nice to be able to kind of have the walk-off a little bit, but I 
knew it was good.  It was a little bit relief more than anything because I had worked hard on 
that shot this week and when I made contact with it and I looked up and I was like, yep, 
there it is.   
 
I stood on the tee and I said to myself, you know, let's put one of those nice swings that 
you've been putting on the range in practice, let's not think about the kind of bad 6- and 
5-irons you've hit the past few days.  It was nice to look up and know it was pretty good.  It 
was a good number for me, it was 173 or 175 into the wind.  It was a perfect 6-iron playing 
185 and it was nice to get that result and knock the putt in and get that two-shot swing.   
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Still nervous coming down the last there.  It was such a difficult hole.  We've been bombing it 
up there by the green Thursday and Friday, and then when the wind switched, it's kind of a 
soul destroying tee shot on 18 because you have to nearly hit away from the flag and then 
come in.  But nice to get the job done.  A really big relief. 
 
Q.  One of the things you talked about is the scenario where your kids (inaudible.)  
What's the emotion like?    
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  Yeah, I just spoke to my little boy there on the phone.  He's two 
and a half.  He said, "Daddy won."  He's obviously got no concept what just happened, but 
that is the visual, that is my dream is to win with my kids there.  Problem is, they don't travel 
very much.  We have a 10-year-old at school and nearly a 5-year-old at school as well.  Kids 
aren't traveling a whole lot right now, so that will have to be stars aligning.  
 
Like I say, big monkey off my back today.  Really getting myself a schedule mapped out for 
the next couple years now where I can just settle down and start playing some golf, start 
playing the golf that I know I can play because I haven't let myself do that lately.  I put too 
much pressure on myself.  I said to you guys yesterday that, like Kenny's said to me, at 
some point I was going to get tired of messing up and this week I got tired messing up.  
Played pretty well today.  Like I say, I could have made a few more putts early on in the 
round, but listen, nice to get the job done. 
 
Q.  Something about the ocean (inaudible)?  
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  Yeah, I hadn't really thought about that, but I think this Paspalum 
grass, I have a house in the Bahamas at Baker's Bay and it's Paspalum and I've played 
quite a lot of golf down there.  I really feel like the golf that I've played down there lately 
stood me in good stead out there.  The lies are very similar, the ball reacts very similar, the 
rough, the greens react very similar.  Mayakoba, similar conditions.   
 
Yeah, I mean, came down here last year, I missed the cut, drunk several rum and Cokes 
afterwards and felt bad about myself, but I was excited to come back down here.   
 
I really enjoyed my experience even more so than I enjoyed it last year.  I think what they 
have down here, the Puntacana Group, I think they need to be proud of themselves.  
Corales, the people here in this community.  Obviously with Tiger losing in the Match Play 
yesterday, I hope that did something good for the ratings today.  I hope we had a few people 
watching and seeing the beauty of what they have here in the Dominican Republic because I 
know they want people to come and visit them here. 
 
MODERATOR:  Graeme, you mentioned it was a huge relief, but there's got to be obviously 
satisfaction and relief.  How do you weigh those two up?  Has the satisfaction kicked in yet 
or is it more relief, and when will the satisfaction kick in?  
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GRAEME McDOWELL:  It's relief right now, but this will not only be kind of a satisfying win, 
but it will be a springboard win as well.  It's something I need to now use to kick on.   
 
I've never been to Atlanta, I've never been to the TOUR Championship, the FedExCup 
Playoffs.  That's the big goal.  That has to be the goal.  Obviously we've got The Open 
Championship at Portrush, which is obviously on my radar.  This will free me up a lot to be 
able to play the schedule between now and July that I want to play that's going to help me 
achieve my goals.   
 
And, you know, me and my team and my family, we've known this has been coming for a 
little while.  It's been difficult, though.  It's taken a few bad Sunday beats, a few Sundays like 
at Bay Hill where I walked away very disappointed and very down on myself, to be able to 
learn and to be able to kind of feed back into what I'm doing to be able to get the win here.  
Like I say, not the best field in the world here, but these guys are PGA TOUR players.  Still 
takes a beating, you still have to get the job done, and I'll certainly enjoy this victory right 
now, that's for sure.  
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  All right.  Well, we appreciate your time, Graeme, and En-Joie the 
evening and the rest of the season. 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  Thanks, Mark.  Thanks, guys.  
 


