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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW 
March 31, 2019 
 
CHIP McDANIEL  ( -15) 
 
 
Q.  That's some round you had today.  It must have been pretty thrilling to be in 
amongst the last day there shooting, what, nine birdies? 
 
CHIP McDANIEL:  Yeah, 10 birdies, one bogey. 
 
Q.  Lost count.  
 
CHIP McDANIEL:  I did, honestly.  Yeah, that was a lot of fun, man.  I've been hitting it great 
all week and yesterday I made five birdies and shot one under and didn't putt very well, just 
a couple mistakes.  I cleaned those up.  I don't know, man, I saw a few go in today, that's all 
it takes. 
 
Q.  Did you have like a different mindset going into today knowing that you had 
already made the cut and it was the last round?  Were you just kind of like, let's put 
the pedal down? 
 
CHIP McDANIEL:  Yeah, my mindset for the weekend was virtually the same.  It was 
different than second day, for sure.  That was the crying trying day.  Like I said yesterday, I 
just wasn't totally sharp.  I made just a couple mental mistakes, missed it in the wrong spots 
and made two 6s.  Today I didn't do that and I made more putts, so it was really the only 
different. 
 
Q.  So when you played the Barbasol, you were on invite there, right? 
 
CHIP McDANIEL:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  Because you're from -- 
 
CHIP McDANIEL:  Correct. 
 
Q.  And you finished 16th or something there? 
 
CHIP McDANIEL:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  So having Monday qualified two weeks in advance of this event, which is a little 
unusual, do you think there was a little bit of an advantage to have that little bit of 
time to get here and get organized and prepare? 
 
CHIP McDANIEL:  Yeah, especially a tournament like this out of the country.  I feel like 
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playing in it was very helpful and not having -- not being able to only see the course once, 
you know, I was able to play 18 holes Monday and Tuesday and get a little putting session in 
on Wednesday, it finally paid off on Sunday.  Yeah, I mean, either way my game felt just as 
good now as it did two weeks ago.  Just playing and the traveling stuff, that was definitely an 
advantage, for sure. 
 
Q.  Do you have any status this year? 
 
CHIP McDANIEL:  No.  I'm doing MacKenzie Tour Q-School in April and I missed out on the 
second stage of Web in November.  Made a few minor changes in the swinging and putting 
routines and I think it's starting to pay off. 
 
Q.  And looks like you're going to be getting into Valero next week based on your 
finish here.  Do you know much about that golf course or are you even thinking that 
way now? 
 
CHIP McDANIEL:  No, I'm just now thinking about it.  I've seen the golf course on TV 
minuscule times, not very many times, but I'm excited. 
 
Q.  What does a round like this do for your confidence going into next week? 
 
CHIP McDANIEL:  Well, you know, it's really nice.  I shot 63 at the Fox Club the day before I 
came down here.  Obviously doing it on a little bit longer, harder golf course with the final 
day of a PGA TOUR event and pressure, you know, that's a little different.  But like I said, 
my game feels good.  I put that putter in the bag three days before I came down here and I 
changed something with my setup and my routine and it's really helped. 
 
Q.  What sort of putter is it? 
 
CHIP McDANIEL:  It's a GOLO.  It's the GOLO I had in college and just kind of went away 
from it for a while and switched around a lot, but I'm liking how it's doing right now. 
 
Q.  Having won sort of a big event, the Kentucky Amateur I believe, does that kind of 
play into your mindset when you come to a big stage like this to say, hey, I've beaten 
an elite field before, I can contend with these guys, I can play with these guys? 
 
CHIP McDANIEL:  Yeah.  I mean, it's great.  The Kentucky Amateur, the last one I won in 
2017 I believe it was, that was really big for me because I hadn't won a golf tournament in 
two years, so it was nice to close a tournament out.  Just like this, you know, I'm not going to 
win, but I finished with a great round the right way and that really helps my confidence a lot.  
That Kentucky Amateur did, and ever since then it's just been a steady climb uphill with a 
few ups and downs. 
 


