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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
March 30, 2019 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL  ( -15) 
 
 
Q.  It was a lot of fun to watch today, 10 birdies on your round, but I've got to start 
first with an incredible 15 straight one-putts.  Were you realizing what you were doing 
out there at any point? 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  Yeah, I think after I knocked the one in on 12, I said to Kenny, "Is 
that 12 one-putts in a row?"  To be honest with you, I was standing over those three-footers 
on 14 and 15, I was more nervous about the three-footers that I didn't want to spoil my round 
of putts.   
 
I hit a great shot into 16, I hit a really good putt there and my run came to an end.  But it was 
a fun day.  Listen, I hit a lot of great shots and made some putts as we talked about.  I'm 
going to have to keep doing that tomorrow if I want to try and win. 
 
Q.  Was there anything sort of magical with your putter?  You generally have always 
been a pretty good putter, but was there anything different that kind of clicked today 
or did you just get into a roll? 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  I've been seeing these Paspalum greens pretty well early in the 
week, but I've been working on some routine stuff the last couple weeks.  Something small's 
kind of clicked, something I used to do really well years ago.  I became not so good at it and 
I've tried, I've been practicing.  It's just a breathing thing and it really clicked with me last 
week a little bit and it's been working really well on the greens again this week.  It's helping 
me relax and it's helping me just stand there and hit nice putts. 
 
Q.  A little breathing thing on the greens or as you're hitting the putts or what? 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  Yeah, just before I take the putter head away, just a little bit of an 
out-breath to relax.  It's something I used to do very well way back when and it's amazing 
how you instinctively get good at things and then you stop being good at things as well.  
That's cleaned my routines well up on the greens.   
 
But like I said, scoring is still hot here.  You've got to keep your foot on the pedal and I've got 
to come back out here tomorrow and try to make some more birdie.  
 
Q.  You said yesterday on the driving range you had to work on your mid irons.  Did 
you work on anything today? 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  No.  It was just more of the same really today, and to be honest 
with you, my mid-iron play wasn't tremendous at all today.  I've got a little bit of work to do 
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still on that sort of -- it's more just a 5-, 6-iron window in my bag, I'm not hitting my lines very 
well.  But obviously the rest of the stuff's good.  I'm hitting a lot of fairways.  When I get short 
irons in my hand, I'm giving myself a lot of looks for birdie and I feel great on the greens.  So 
15 one-putts in a row out there to start my day was something I'm not sure I've ever done 
before, but kind of cool.  Twenty putts total out there with no chip-ins is pretty steady. 
 
Q.  Can you speak to the 15?  Do you lose -- I mean, when you're in the zone kind of, 
do you lose track and all of a sudden you said on what hole you realized it? 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  I wouldn't really say I was in the zone out there as much as I was 
just having some fun.  I had a great group with the two guys I was playing with.  I was 
enjoying this golf course.  It offers up a lot of chances, especially when it's not blowing like it 
was today.  Kind of just it was a funny day because I hit a lot of shots close for birdies and I 
missed some greens, so I was chipping it pretty close as well.  So the 15 one-putts, I want to 
say maybe no more than five or six of them were probably from outside of eight feet.  I 
wasn't exactly making a ton of bombs, but I made a couple nice ones. 
 
Q.  You spoke to us on Wednesday about the journey back to getting where you were.  
This is not the end of the journey, but tomorrow would obviously be a big step? 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  You know, listen, this is just a continuation of the journey really.  I 
mean, I haven't achieved anything yet.  I've got to go back out here tomorrow and try and 
play well.  At some point -- my caddie keeps saying to me at some point I'm going to get 
tired of messing it up.  So I'm enjoying being out there and being in contention.  I like this 
golf course, I like the idea of being able to be patient out there because you always know 
there's lots of chances ahead of you on this golf course.  Like I said, the way I'm putting, I 
feel like it's easy to stay very, very patient even with a couple mistakes I made on the front 
nine this morning. 
 


