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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
March 28, 2019 
 
JHONATTAN VEGAS  ( -3) 
 
 
Q.  Standing here next to this beautiful ocean, 69 today, pretty good score 
considering you only hit seven greens in regulation.  I know you were on the edge 
quite a few times, but how in general was your round today? 
 
JHONATTAN VEGAS:  You know, it was good, I felt it was good.  I mean, I felt like it's going 
to be a little bit better this morning, but the wind was blowing hard.  It was hard to control the 
ball, especially coming in the holes around the water.  I managed to make some great 
up-and-downs, which here you have to do that.  You have space.    
 
Q.  You're coming off a week at home after a very good week, tied for 3rd at THE 
PLAYERS.  You told me that you switched putters about a month ago and that really 
freed you up, and your putting was excellent at THE PLAYERS.  I think you were 7th in 
strokes gained putting and you were outside of the 100 in that category before.  How 
did that new putter flip your attitude in your putting? 
 
JHONATTAN VEGAS:  You know what, it's completely different.  It completely kind of set 
my eye lines in a whole different area.  I started aiming a lot better, started stroking the ball 
better.  I went to Scottie Cameron and practice putter (inaudible.)  I picked it up at home, 
started putting with it and (inaudible.)  It's been a lot of fun.    
 
Q.  Speaking about phenomenal putting, that putt at the 17th at THE PLAYERS, 70 
feet, talk us through what was going through your mind as you hit that putt, I mean, 
on that grand stage to do something so miraculous.  
 
JHONATTAN VEGAS:  Well, to be honest, nothing was going through my head at that time.  
I was just looking at the putt.  I actually got lucky because Eddie Pepperell made it from a 
similar spot, so that flashback of somebody making it from there was in my head.   
 
Obviously I was extremely just trying to two-putt from there, get on 18, birdie 18 and have a 
chance.  Like I said, I've been hitting the putts really well, so I kind of know the break, 
especially the end break of that hole.  Somewhat hit it with pretty good speed and to my 
surprise it went in.  It was one of those magical moments that you have in golf.  At that stage 
at that moment at THE PLAYERS Championship, one of our greatest events, that moment 
on Sunday was just magical.  
 
Q.  Good start today.  Back nine, what was kind of going on on the back?  Was it just 
one of those things where you just couldn't get anything going? 
 
JHONATTAN VEGAS:  Dude, the back nine is really hard here.  You hit 6-iron on 10, you 
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hit 5-iron on 11, 12 is not a reachable par 5, 13 is a 6-iron second shot.  So you've got those 
holes where if you can play those four holes at even par, you're happy.  Then you've got 17, 
which is a tough par 3.   
 
So, I mean, five holes on the back nine that you're just really happy to make pars.  I tried to 
manage a birdie or two on the other ones.  That's kind of how the course is going to play all 
week.  The front nine, you have more gettable holes, which we did early, and played solid on 
the back and it's a decent score.  I think if the wind stays this hard, I don't think the scoring's 
going to be as low as last year. 
 
Q.  I'm Canadian and I'm trying to think if there's any comparisons between this golf 
course and Glen Abbey other than the fact that you went super low at Glen Abbey the 
one year that you won it, minus 21.  Is there anything that gives off those kind of 
vibes? 
 
JHONATTAN VEGAS:  Not really.  Glen Abbey is just special, unique.  It has five par 5s, it 
kind of favors long hitters and this and this and that.  It's so unique and everything.  You've 
got short holes, easy holes, super hard holes.  It lets you play golf, which at the end of the 
day that's what we want from a course.   
 
Here it's about controlling the ball and flighting the ball, being able to control the spin of the 
shots, which you have to be super sharp doing that to be able to play well here. 
 
Q.  And how old's your daughter? 
 
JHONATTAN VEGAS:  Three. 
 
Q.  And is she looking forward to being a big sister? 
 
JHONATTAN VEGAS:  She is super looking forward.  She can't wait.  Obviously girls are a 
little bit different, she's thinking about kind of giving the baby a bottle and if he cries, you 
know, singing him a song. 
 
Q.  She's already thinking that way? 
 
JHONATTAN VEGAS:  Oh, my God, yeah.  She's super prepared, she can't wait.  
 
Q.  And you said you're super excited as well? 
 
JHONATTAN VEGAS:  Obviously.  I mean, obviously to have a girl and a boy.  I come from 
an all boys family, so I was completely super excited if I had a girl because I've had such an 
amazing experience with my daughter, but I think the boys are fun, too.  For us, we can do 
so much more, push them more and kind of be athletes like we were when we were a kid, so 
it's a way to live childhood through them. 
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Q.  And what's your wife's name again? 
 
JHONATTAN VEGAS:  Hildegard.  
 


