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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
March 28, 2019 
 
MATT JONES  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  You hit the ball really well today.  You only missed one fairway, you hit 15 greens 
and you putted pretty well.  Why was the course so scorable for you today? 
 
MATT JONES:  I don't know if it's that scorable, but I just hit a lot of quality iron shots and 
got it close to the pin.  6 under was a good score.  It was probably the worst score I could 
have shot today.  It's not like I made any par putts to keep the round going.  I missed a few 
birdie putts early.  No, it was just, it was gettable early.  The wind was down a little bit early 
and it's picking up now. 
 
Q.  You played all four rounds here last year, so how much did playing here help you 
and guide your around this golf course?   
 
MATT JONES:  It does, that helps.  I know where to miss it sometimes if I have to miss a 
shot.  It's an easy chip into the green somewhere.  The fairways are pretty wide here so you 
should have a lot of iron shots out of fairways, and if you can control your irons, (inaudible.)  
 
Q.  You've made a fair amount of cuts this year and coming off the tie for 13 at Valspar 
last week, assess your year in general, kind of where you're at physically and 
mentally. 
 
MATT JONES:  Physically, I'm great.  My body's probably never felt better than it does right 
now.  Always had niggling injuries.   
 
But I would say my game's very close to something good happening, has been that way for 
a long time.  I finally got my putter working, which has been probably my struggles for the 
last three years, why I've struggled.  If I putt well, I'll have no issues the rest of the year. 
 
Q.  Obviously a heck of a good start out there today.  What was kind of working well 
for you? 
 
MATT JONES:  My iron game was very good, my distance control.  It's a little breezy out 
here right now.  It's not like you miss a lot of fairways out here, but my irons, I hit a lot of 
quality iron shots and controlled the trajectory out here. 
 
Q.  And the fairways are pretty wide out here, like you said.  Is this a matter of just 
having to putt really well to score? 
 
MATT JONES:  Well, I hit -- yeah, exactly.  You have to hit it close enough, though, because 
the greens are very big.  They're somewhat on the slow side, which they have to be with the 
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wind, but you have to get it in the right spot to give yourself a putt where you can be 
aggressive.  I drove it great last week at Tampa and if I keep doing that and get my irons 
much better than I did last week, I'll have a good week. 
 
Q.  You played pretty well here last year as well.  Is there maybe a comfort level with 
this golf course, the setting? 
 
MATT JONES:  Yeah, I love it, the harder the better for me.  Trying to separate some 
people, the harder the better.  The more it blows, probably the better, too, so we'll see what 
happens. 
 
Q.  You just touched on your result in Tampa the other week and you're in the midst 
of five straight made cuts.  What's kind of been going on that's resulted in this good 
play? 
 
MATT JONES:  Just making putts.  It's very simple.  Making a par around here, making a 
birdie around here to get a round going, that's been my Achilles heel for the last three years.  
Probably why I haven't had great status the last three years.    
 
Q.  Do you look back to that win at the Australian Open on your home course and say, 
hey, if I can do that under that kind of pressure-type situation, I can do it anywhere? 
 
MATT JONES:  No, I never really have.  That's a long time ago and I've got a lot of war 
wounds since then out here on this tour.  But if I get in that position again with a chance to 
win, I'll probably lean on that experience.  I mean, I put myself through a lot of big tests that 
day on the last round, too.  It will help if I get myself in that position again. 
 


