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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
March 27, 2019 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL 
 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Graeme McDowell, thanks for joining us here at the Corales Puntacana 
Resort & Club Championship this year.  Welcome back.  I know you played last year.  
You've just arrived this week, but what did you learn from playing the golf course last year at 
this event? 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  Yeah, I was going to say nice to be back, but there's no lying, of 
course we would rather be at the World Match Play right now, but this is a beautiful place to 
come to.   
 
My memories from last year was it's a very good golf course.  They struggled a bit last year 
after post hurricane and some storms, and coming back to the course this year, the course 
is in wonderful condition.  The Paspalum here, it's a hard wearing grass and the ball just sits 
perfectly.  Like we talked about on the way in here, it's like they really listened last year to a 
lot of the feedback that everyone gave them and they've done a great job executing.   
 
Put a really nice event on here.  Beautiful beach party at the Westin hotel last night; a lot of 
players were there, obviously the pro-am guests and it's a fun place to come to.  It's a 
beautiful part of the world and I know they want to attract tourists and people to come and 
play golf here.  I think there's 37 golf courses in the Dominican Republic, there's a lot of 
beautiful courses down here and it's a fun place to come play golf. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  As far as your form right now, how would you assess your form?  
Looking at your stats, you've played eight or nine tournaments this season, made a lot of 
cuts.  I would say it's solid if not spectacular.  Would that be a fair assessment?  
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  Yeah, I think you should be my new stats guy.  That about sums it 
upright now.  January was frustrating, I had a little bit of a wrist injury that kept me from 
playing a couple of events that I wanted to.   
 
Like you say, making a lot of cuts at the minute, just really not doing a lot of damage, 
though.  I feel like I'm on the cusp of really starting to play well again.  Just trying to get over 
that kind of hurdle of getting myself back in the Top-125 in the FedEx and getting fully 
exempt and having all these little things going on in the back of my brain.  Making cuts out 
here's just not good enough.  Finishing 30th every week doesn't get the job done on the 
FedExCup.  It's about making my big weeks great.   
 
A week like this week, like I say, I would rather be at the World Match Play, of course, but 
coming down here it's so important to get the mentality right.  This is a tournament that 
should never feel below me.  This is an opportunity to come here and play great, and I came 
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here last year with that attitude and I'm down here again with this attitude, probably even 
more so this year.  It's a great opportunity for me to put some FedExCup points on the 
board, which I really need, and I'll be giving this week 100 percent. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  We'll have some questions. 
 
Q.  Something so important in the future, obviously you're looking ahead to The Open 
Championship and returning to Pebble.  How important is it for you to kind of stay in 
the moment and take things week by week? 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  Yeah, I think that's very important for me right now to stay in the 
present.  You know, Bay Hill a few weeks ago, I probably got -- well, it was hard not to get 
ahead of myself.  It was a week with Open qualifying spots and every day I played well, I 
would come in and the media would remind me that, you know, I had something else to play 
for that week.  So it was very hard to stay in the moment.  I didn't play well on Sunday.   
 
But of course playing Portrush is a massive goal this year, but I'm going to have to play well.  
There's a lot of work for me to do between now and then to get myself there, and if I don't 
play well, I won't play.  That would be hugely disappointing.  It won't be the end of the world; 
it might feel like it at the time.   
 
But I've got to just focus on every hole, every round at the minute and try and just -- I want to 
be back up there in the Top-50 in the world competing against these guys week in and week 
out.  I believe I'm still good enough and I believe that I'm still motivated enough to do that.  
It's been a frustrating few years, but I'm enjoying the challenge of digging myself out of this 
hole that I've got myself into and I really am starting to play well. 
 
Q.  One, obviously the U.S. Open changed your life and then also winning at 
Mayakoba, which we talked to you there, that obviously had a very significant impact.  
Can you just touch on the impact, like Mayakoba, like here, Corales Puntacana 
(inaudible)?     
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  Yeah, for sure.  You know, having won a major championship and 
various events around the world, I love being on the PGA TOUR.  Sometimes when you go 
to an event like the -- I'm going to say the old Fall Series, which used to feel like they were 
nearly a secondary part of the schedule, the Fall Series has really become a hugely integral 
part of the season now and those events are really getting strong and guys realize that we 
have to play those events, otherwise they're going to be miles behind in the FedExCup 
come the new year.   
 
So the event like Mayakoba when I won it in 2015, it was so big for me at the time.  I was in 
a similar situation to where I'm at right now, a little frustrated with my game.  Then that just 
gave me the boost and kind of really gave me that exemption and gave me that little bit of 
freedom to get out there and do my job stress free, if you like.   
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Like I mentioned earlier, coming down here to this event, it would be easy to kind of shrug it 
off and say I don't want to be here, I would rather be somewhere else, this is kind of beneath 
me.  It would be easy to kind of say those kind of things when this is a PGA TOUR event, 
and when you're playing on the PGA TOUR, every week's a massive opportunity.  You're 
playing for nearly 70 percent of a regular FedExCup week here.  You come and play well 
here and it's going to open a lot of doors for you.   
 
So that's the attitude.  There's no point being here if the attitude's not right.  You know, if I 
was to win here this week, it would have a huge weight and a huge impact on what I'm tying 
to achieve in the world of golf right now and it would give me a massive leapfrog forward.  
So I'm not underestimating the importance of a week like this week. 
 
Q.  I just want to ask you, what do you think about the course, what would you say is 
the most challenging?    
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  Which hole's the Devil's Elbow? 
 
Q.  Eighteen. 
 
GRAEME McDOWELL:  Eighteen, yeah.  It's very beautiful.  Second time here, I'm staying 
over at the Westin again, it's really nice over there.  It's an easy week to kind of hang by the 
pool and maybe drink some Dominican rum.  But like I say, trying to stay here and 
concentrate this week.   
 
No, I love the golf course.  I think the golf course is really, really good.  The front nine is kind 
of shortish and tricky and the back nine is actually very long.  Eighteen is a beautiful hole.  I 
played it yesterday and it was kind of downwind and you're able to bite off a lot of the corner.  
When I was here last year, we had more of the north wind and you had to go way left and 
play a long second shot in.   
 
It's an amazingly beautiful part of the world.  You've got the waves crashing in there, it's a 
spectacular golf course.  Like I say, I was hanging with some of the pro-am guests last night 
and they were telling me a lot about golf here in the Dominican Republic and the fact there's 
37 courses and there's some amazing properties.  Puntacana's very beautiful and it's a 
really great golf course. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  All right.  Thank you for your time and good luck this week. 
 


