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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
March 27, 2019 
 
JHONATTAN VEGAS 
 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  We would like to welcome Jhonattan Vegas to the interview room here 
at the Corales Puntacana Resort & Club Championship.  Jhonny, first start in this 
tournament.  You've had a chance to look at the golf course and if you could just give us 
your first impressions of the golf course and the resort in general?  
 
JHONATTAN VEGAS:  Yeah, no, I mean, it's been an amazing week, to be honest.  Since I 
got here on kind of Monday afternoon, obviously helps being Latin American, being able to 
speak the language, being able to kind of get around the place.  But I've always been a huge 
fan of some of the Latin American tournaments that we've had on Tour.  Obviously makes a 
difference on growing golf around the area and being around this whole place.  I mean, with 
the ocean, the resort's extremely amazing.   
 
Got a chance to see the course today, the full 18 today, and really fun golf course.  
Extremely fun.  It's a course that you can have a lot of blast.  You always have to be a little 
bit careful with the wind and everything around here, but it's a course that you can actually 
be free, hit a bunch of shots, be creative.  Some of the spectacular shots around the ocean, 
too, makes going around this course pretty nice. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  So you come in here after a week off, but the previous week at THE 
PLAYERS Championship you had some exciting moments, particularly No. 17.  We all saw 
it, went around the world, that putt on 17.  But you ended up having a really good week there 
finishing tied for 3rd.  Obviously you're in good form, you're pretty happy with the way your 
game is. 
 
JHONATTAN VEGAS:  Yeah, super happy.  Obviously that was a really solid week.  I feel 
that my game is definitely trending the right way and especially playing good under those 
type of conditions and circumstances like it was on THE PLAYERS.  Feeling really confident 
right now coming into this week.   
 
I mean, we have two weeks until the Masters.  That's always, you know, goals to be into the 
majors and especially that one that everyone wants to be in.  So, I mean, I see this 
tournament as a really, really good opportunity to kind of launch myself into trying to get into 
the Masters, so putting the time and effort into having a good week and super excited. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  And just along that line, getting from the FedExCup standpoint with the 
TOUR Championship, you've made it to the Finals there a couple of times and you've made 
it to the Playoffs like five or six times, I think, in your career. 
 
JHONATTAN VEGAS:  Yeah. 
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MARK WILLIAMS:  So this week is a really important factor for that, too?  
 
JHONATTAN VEGAS:  Yeah, that's one of the things that I was talking to my caddie about 
yesterday, that we've got to find a way to kind of make this week as important or even more 
important than some of the weeks because obviously we're limited with some of the points.  
Kind of leaving these weeks with a good amount of points under our belt makes a big 
difference at the end of the day because obviously finishing 30th or 40th or something 
doesn't really propel you good into the FedExCup.   
 
So having good weeks, especially the small weeks kind of gives you really good chances to 
keep moving on through the FedExCup, which at the end of the day that's kind of what we 
all play for, that's kind of what we're here for.  That's kind of what we want, to be holding that 
FedExCup trophy at the end of the year. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  We'll take a couple of questions for you.    
 
Q.  You talk about feeling confident right now.  How important is momentum as your 
year goes on, because obviously you had a good result a couple weeks ago and if 
you roll into another good result, et cetera, et cetera, how important is that? 
 
JHONATTAN VEGAS:  Well, momentum and confidence is the most important part of our 
game, that's kind of what we see every week, you know, where you know things are going 
well, when you know you're playing well, when you know you're feeling well, you don't have 
to work so hard to kind of get things going.  So doesn't happen all year, so you have to be 
able to use those moments as your kind of jumping point for the year.  Feel like I'm at that 
point right now where I feel like things are going well, I feel like I could win any week.  As 
long as the mind is clear and feeling well, it could happen. 
 
Q.  Is the Presidents Cup on your radar now? 
 
JHONATTAN VEGAS:  I mean, it's been on the radar since I got done in New York that 
Sunday.  That became the biggest target for this year.  I had such a tremendous time there, 
fun.  That energy that you feel there, you don't tend to feel it in any other event.  When you 
surround yourself with guys of that caliber, being captained by phenomenal players along 
the years that played phenomenal golf through the years, it's just a special week.  Like I 
said, that energy that I felt in New York, definitely want to be a part of it again. 
 
Q.  Being a Latin speaking country, do you notice it?  Is there anything on the course 
that more fans gravitate to you? 
 
JHONATTAN VEGAS:  Yeah, I mean, to be honest, that's a little bit of not a double-edged 
sword, but kind of the fans want to put so much pressure on you because they want a Latin 
winner.  C'mon, you've got to win this week, you've got to win this week, and everywhere 
you go people are telling you that you've got to win this weak, which is fun.  I mean, it's a lot 
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of good energy, but at the same time the people start kind of demanding that out of us.   
 
But it's fun.  Like I said earlier, I love coming to tournaments here in Mexico, Puerto Rico, 
here.  Like I said, the energy that we feel as Latin players is amazing and just kind of help us 
to kind of get the energy going well. 
 
Q.  (Question about No. 17 at Sawgrass.)  I'm sure you've seen many replays.  Are you 
still amazed at how loud it was because everyone was talking about they've never 
heard 17 that loud. 
 
JHONATTAN VEGAS:  You know what, I mean, people have asked me that question a 
bunch of times about how loud it got.  To be honest, I don't know how loud it got.  I was so 
tuned into the moment, to the putt.  I mean, to that unreal moment pretty much that 
happened there at 17 that I didn't notice people, I didn't notice how loud it was.   
 
I know that after I made the putt I had to calm myself down because I had to hit the shot on 
18, but I was that excited about the putt.  But I mean, everyone keeps telling me how loud it 
was, how crazy it was, but I guess when you're in it, you know, I mean, you don't tend to 
appreciate the moment as much that everyone that is around watching. 
 
Q.  I'm just curious, (inaudible) every round you got lower and lower (inaudible) on 
Sunday.  Is there any particular part of your game that felt especially good going into 
Sawgrass? 
 
JHONATTAN VEGAS:  Yeah, I feel the past three weeks starting at Honda to Bay Hill to 
PLAYERS, I feel like my putting's been really good.  That's always the difference in my 
game, being able to putt well.  I feel like I give myself a bunch of good opportunities that if I 
start converting at a good rate, things are going to happen.   
 
I was really close at Honda having the lead early and then kind of having a chance on 
Sunday, started well at Bay Hill, had a bad round on Saturday and finished kind of 20th or 
so.  Then I finished third at THE PLAYERS.  So I feel if my putting is going well, it gives so 
much more confidence to keep going that it kind of makes a big difference in my game. 
 
Q.  What's the difference for those of us that may not know this, the difference 
between grasses?    
 
JHONATTAN VEGAS:  Well, I mean, it's about adjusting your system to how far and how 
much break the ball's going to have.  You know, I mean, sometimes you're so used to hitting 
one putt, I mean, putting the right amount of energy that goes a certain distance and here it's 
always a lot slower, it's thicker grass.  So it's been getting used to the ball rolling slower and 
being able to commit yourself mentally to hit the putts a little firmer, which is not easy.   
 
I mean, I would say 90 percent of the time that we play on Tour we play on pretty fast greens 
and pretty consistent, really good greens that it's easy to manage that week to week.  But 
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when you go to grasses like this, like Paspalum that it's slower and you have the wind, it's 
hard to commit mentally to make sure that you hit it hard enough to get it to the hole.   
 
So it takes some adjustment.  That's kind of why you tend to see a lot of guys this week on 
the putting greens kind of getting adjusted to that speed, but it's kind of about getting your 
system right for the speed of the greens. 
 
Q.  You have exciting news that you shared with the world for you and your wife? 
 
JHONATTAN VEGAS:  Yeah.  My wife is pregnant with our second child.  It's a boy.  I'm 
super excited.  You know, even though I thought my girl was the best thing ever, I think 
having a boy's going to be a lot more fun because of all the stuff that we boys can do; run, 
jump, all of that stuff.  It's super exciting.  It adds to the excitement of playing good golf.  So, 
I mean, couldn't be in a better position and a better moment right now in my life. 
 


