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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
March 26, 2019 
 
THOMAS DETRY 
 
 
Q.  Thomas Detry, welcome to the Corales Puntacana Resort & Club Championship.  
This is your first start here and your first start on the PGA TOUR as well.  What are 
you looking forward to the most coming here to the Dominican Republic? 
 
THOMAS DETRY:  It's fun to play here, but it's pretty special to play the first PGA TOUR 
event as well.  I definitely want to come over here and play out here on the PGA TOUR.  I 
like Europe, I definitely like Europe, but the PGA TOUR is pretty awesome as well.  
Whatever I expect, I expect to win.  You know, why not?  I'm playing well, I've had a few 
chances to win earlier this year on the European Tour, but we'll see what happens this 
week.  My game is in pretty good shape, and if it's not a win, then maybe a top-10 and I play 
next week in San Antonio. 
 
Q.  I was going to ask you about the shape of your game.  I noticed you finished just 
outside the top-10 a couple weeks ago at Qatar.  You're obviously in some good form 
coming in here.  
 
THOMAS DETRY:  Yeah, I played six events I think this year and I haven't missed a cut.  
Yeah, I gave myself a couple of good chances.  I was struggling a bit with my driver.  My 
driving is way better now and I keep giving myself chances, so I feel like my game is not far 
away from a special week. 
 
Q.  People in the betting community might have some eyes on you, too, because you 
told me off camera that you've played a lot of this golf course.  You played nine holes 
today, but you've played a lot here in the past coming here on vacation from 
Belgium? 
 
THOMAS DETRY:  Yeah, it's great.  I came over here actually after the World Cup, I came 
over here on holiday.  A lot of Belgians have houses around here, and my uncle as well.  So 
we came here, had a lot of fun by the beach, playing golf in the afternoon before the sunset.  
Yeah, I played this golf course pretty much every day. 
 
Q.  You mentioned the World Cup.  You and Thomas Pieters, fellow countryman, won 
the World Cup in Australia at the end of last year.  Just talk about that experience a 
little bit and what it did for your confidence. 
 
THOMAS DETRY:  Yeah, it was amazing.  Towards the end of the season as well because 
the season ends in November on the European Tour.  So we finished the season in Dubai 
and from Dubai we went over to the World Cup, me and Thomas Pieters.  Obviously he's 
one of my best friends as well.  We went to college together at the University of Illinois and 
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all that.  We knew each other very, very well going there and we just had a lot of fun playing 
together.  It was kind of a dream come true, and winning it is -- we were already very happy 
to be there and then obviously winning it was just top notch. 
 
Q.  That experience at college, that's in your rear window now, you've moved on to a 
professional career.  Just talk about going to college and what that meant to you.  
Last week we saw an example of Akshay Bhatia playing in the Valspar tournament 
saying he's not going to go to college. 
 
THOMAS DETRY:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  How important was it to you to go to college and have that experience? 
 
THOMAS DETRY:  Yeah, I mean, I definitely wanted to have a degree.  I thought having a 
degree was very, very important to me.  Yeah, so after high school back home I knew for 
sure I wanted to go to America, and I met Coach Small from the University of Illinois through 
Thomas Pieters because he was there as well.  Visited a couple of other schools, but I 
mean, I thought Coach Small and the University of Illinois was, I felt like it was going to be 
the best for me, you know.   
 
Yeah, I spent four years there.  It was amazing, we had great facilities.  The weather wasn't 
always fantastic, but it made us tougher and I think it was just fantastic for my game.  I think 
I owe him a lot.  I don't think I would be where I am right now without the University of 
Illinois, so that was an amazing experience. 
 


