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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
February 19, 2019 
 
D.A. POINTS 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Well, we will just jump right in.   
 
Like to welcome back the defending champion of the Puerto Rico Open, D.A. points.  D.A., 
thanks for joining us for a few minutes.   
 
Obviously, you won here last year.  You had kind of a year to sit on it, think about coming 
back here and defending your title, your third PGA Tour title.  With all that said, just a few 
comments on being back.  I know it's obviously special to come back to a place where you 
have won before.  
 
D.A. POINTS:  Yes, and it's cool to come back to a course that was where it happened.  
Sometimes you win a tournament and maybe they changed venues.  It's special to come 
back to a place where -- I remember hitting this shot on this hole and this shot on this hole, 
and made this putt here, and didn't make a putt there, and stuff like that, and how the last 
round unfolded.   
 
And earlier today, I was doing a little press thing for the Puerto Rico Tourism Board, and 
they had running kind of in the back -- they had a clip of my putt that I made on 18 to win.  
And it still gets me choked up to think about it, because I remember that emotion and what it 
felt like to make that putt. 
 
MODERATOR:  And speaking of that final round, if I remember correctly, you started the 
day trailing by one or two shots, and come right out about five straight birdies --  
 
D.A. POINTS:  Uh-huh. 
 
MODERATOR:  -- then birdied four of your last six holes. 
 
D.A. POINTS:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  And looking at your stats here, you were just so incredibly dialed in all 
week.  You were I think tied for first in fairways.  You led the field in greens in regulation.  
Was there something that really connected that week, as far as just your focus? 
 
D.A. POINTS:  Well, I think I would have to say it started with the putter.  I changed the 
putter and my putting grip just the Friday before I showed up.  I had been kind of not playing 
great, and hadn't really been doing anything well, hadn't been doing anything really terrible, 
but hadn't been doing anything well.  I got a new putter and I was like, oh, this feels pretty 
good.  And then I -- first time ever went left hand low, and I even kind of armed-locked it a 
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little bit up against my forearm.  And when I did that, I felt like my consistency of hit was way 
better.  And coming into these greens down here, where they may be just a touch slower 
than what our average speed is on tour, I knew that I was going to have to hit it solid.   
 
And then usually it's very windy here, so you got to be feeling comfortable over that.   
 
And the first day I just -- I was rolling in a lot of nice putts, and then when you feel like you're 
going to make a lot of putts, you don't feel the pressure to feel like you got to hit it two feet 
every time.  So, it actually takes more pressure off the rest of your game to just try to get it 
somewhere in the fairway and somewhere on the green and then, hey, once I got my putter 
in my hand, you never know what's going to happen. 
 
MODERATOR:  And our last question and we'll take a few from these guys.   
 
It's got to be extra special coming back to a place that's overcome what they have, obviously 
with Hurricane Maria.  And now they want everybody to know, we're not this hardship case, 
we're open for business, we want you here. 
 
D.A. POINTS:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  And so that's -- as kind of a leader of sorts, it's got to be nice a champion in 
a place like Puerto Rico. 
 
D.A. POINTS:  Yeah, the people of Puerto Rico are so warm, really just the most loving and 
friendly people that -- I mean, I have come across in all my travel and playing professional 
golf, and to be back here and see a lot of familiar faces, even from two years ago.   
 
I came back last year in absence of the tournament to help do a fundraiser.  And even then, 
it was amazing to see how far they had come in just a few months after such a devastating 
hurricane.  And now, I was talking to one of the heads of the Puerto Rico Tourism 
Department and was saying that almost 75, 80 percent of the hotels are open and ready to 
go.  And a lot of them have come back stronger and better than ever.  When they closed 
down for that time and they got -- they had insurance money, or whatever came in, they 
were able to take the necessary steps to really do everything up and make it even better 
than it already was. 
 
And it's a beautiful island.  There's -- you know, the water is amazing and just the beaches.  
Everything about it is great.  And the food, dancing, fun.  Now, granted, I'm not a great 
dancer, but I know they do -- it's a big part of their culture, and it's fun to come enjoy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  We'll take a few questions. 
 
Q.  Obviously, you're the defending champion.  Does it feel like it was a while ago, or 
now that you're back does it feel like it was just yesterday? 
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D.A. POINTS:  Yeah.  Now that I'm back, it doesn't feel like that long ago.  I realize it was 
two years ago.  But it's amazing, the feelings that you have right away.   
 
And today -- I got in last night, so my caddie and I got up real early this morning and walked 
the front mine.  I'm going to play the back nine here this afternoon in the pro-am.  But I 
walked the front nine and was cruising around, and I was like, oh, I remember the pin was 
here and I hit a shot over to here, made a great putt, or I had a really tough up-and-down, 
let's practice this one, because I know that if I were to hit it here again with the prevailing 
wind, I've got to be ready to get this up and down.  So it's really cool to have all those 
memories and all that stuff come back.   
 
And like I said, watching the putt and the release of emotion after making it, to know that I 
have won, was -- it's still -- I can still feel it. 
 
Q.  Speaking of that emotion, being back here playing where you of course had that 
success, does it kind of give you a little bit of a lift in spirit? 
 
D.A. POINTS:  Absolutely, absolutely.  I haven't been playing great.  It definitely helps my 
attitude.  And like the excitement, I have to be careful to not be like a lot of defending 
champions, have too high of expectations.  Sometimes you come back and you're like, well, 
I'm going to win again, and then all of a sudden you make a couple bogeys and you're 
like -- oh, you start spinning out of control.  I can't let that happen.  But I know that -- I know 
how to play the course.  I know -- I have played in these conditions where the wind is just 
strong and out of this direction.  And the course is in very nice condition.  Not too, too wet.  
Last year -- or two years ago, sorry, it was really wet, and we played -- I think we played ball 
in hand for most of the time.  And so that made it different than what we'll see this week. 
 
Q.  Just speaking of the conditions, it's supposed to be super windy, especially 
Thursday and Friday.  What's going to be the key to play well? 
 
D.A. POINTS:  As my college coach used to say, swing easy when it's breezy.   
 
A lot of it will be to manage your misses.  We're not going to be able to control it perfectly all 
the time.  And a lot of things that people don't realize unless you come down here and 
watched or played on this course, in this wind condition, is that it's a lot of crosswinds.  Not 
like up and back, downwind, into the wind, downwind, into the wind.  It's a lot of crosswinds, 
which makes it tough, because you're never sure, is it helping, is it hurting, is it -- is it going 
to blow my ball a lot, or is it going to blow a little.  So it will just be managing the misses and 
trying to keep it on the safe side of the hole, on the safe side of the fairway.  And if you do 
that -- and again, I think it's -- I kind of feel it's a second-shot golf course.  If you can -- the 
fairway, the driving area, is pretty fair, pretty wide.  And there's not a lot of rough.  So, if you 
can get it somewhere out there, then it's how good can you be with your irons and your 
putter, and that's what wins. 
 
Q.  Do you consider yourself a strong wind player?  I know some players don't like 
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playing in hard conditions. 
 
D.A. POINTS:  Yeah, you know what?  I like to think I'm a pretty good wind player.  I can't 
say that I remember playing great in a lot of really windy events.  But growing up as a kid in 
Central Illinois, which not a lot of people would imagine is a windy place, it is relatively 
windy, because there's just nothing to block the wind.  It's just flat and cornfields.  And so 
growing up I played in a fair amount of wind.  I will say that, as I have gotten older -- I used 
to be a better wind player because the ball spun so much, say 20 years ago.  And now the 
ball spins less, and so I'm used to trying to hit flighted shots, and stuff like that, so I have had 
to try to learn and adapt to the new style of how to play in the wind, because the wind just 
doesn't affect the ball quite as much as it used to.  And that takes some learning. 
 
Q.  Sure.  And then can you kind of speak to the uniqueness of last year's experience, 
coming back to the place you have kind of that high (inaudible) and probably the 
difference in the island, the --  
 
D.A. POINTS:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  -- uniqueness compared to a regular PGA tour. 
 
D.A. POINTS:  Yeah.  Well, coming back last year to do the fundraiser was -- I mean, I felt 
really strongly about coming, and I really wanted to do anything I could to try to help promote 
Puerto Rico and try to help raise some money to help in any way possible.  And so 
we -- myself and some of the other guys, we came down and it was -- again, it was pretty 
impressive, over only a few months after, how unscathed everybody appeared.  Now, I 
understand maybe the places that I wasn't taken were obviously hit much harder.  But 
everybody's spirits -- everybody seemed pretty good.  You didn't see a lot of really dejected, 
down people, which I thought was really impressive, and speaks to a lot of the Puerto Rican 
culture and their mentality. 
 
But now, coming back this year, you see that more.  Now they're -- and even having been in 
this press conference earlier today, they want -- they're eager.  They want tourism, and they 
want businesses to come back, and they want to get back going in the right direction.  And 
it's hard sometimes, being on the mainland, to really understand that.  And they're excited 
about this week as a vehicle to try to promote that and to put Puerto Rico back in people's 
minds. 
 
MODERATOR:  One last question.  I have no idea where the answer will go.  But I 
remember in Houston, it made me think -- you were talking about your left hand low -- your 
putter story you told, that was almost sold at a garage sale, or something?  Do you still have 
that putter?  
 
D.A. POINTS:  I still have that putter.  And normally it makes the trip.  So, I actually took it 
out of my mom's golf bag when I was like 11 or 12 years old, and it was a Ping Anser, and 
when I won that weak in Houston, I had -- I wasn't putting well.  And I worked with a fellow 
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tour member, Chris Stroud -- his short game instructor at the time, said, well, let's see what 
other putters you brought with me.  And I brought that one out and started hitting some.  He 
says, boy, that one looks awfully good, I think you should go with that one.  And sure 
enough, I went on to win.   
 
I'm not using that putter now.  I did put in a brand-new putter last week.  It's a Callaway.  It's 
a -- it's a putter that's kind of a mallet style, but a little bit bigger, that has a high MOI, and it 
swings very nice.  It's rolling great.  I feel very good about my putting.  And my ball striking 
keeps getting better.  And I think, again, being back in a place where I kind of know where 
the misses are, and I know where I can be aggressive and where I can be more patient, I 
think will bode well for me this week. 
 
MODERATOR:  Thank you for your time. 
 


