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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW   
6 February 2019 
 
KARRIE WEBB 
 
 
OLIVIA McMILLAN:  Karrie, thank you so much for joining us today.  You have just received 
honorary membership of the PGA of Australia to recognise your services to Australian golf.  
Can you tell us what that means to you?  
 
KARRIE WEBB:  Yeah, I'm really chuffed.  When Gavin Kirkman called me middle of -- late 
last year, I wasn't sure what he wanted to speak to me about and I definitely wasn't 
expecting that.  It's a very, very nice honour and I'm really thankful to the PGA of Australia 
for thinking of me like that.   
 
OLIVIA McMILLAN:  Karrie, throughout your career you have worked with a very renowned 
PGA professional, Ian Triggs.  Can you talk us to us about working with him and what kind of 
knowledge he imparted on you? 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  Yeah, I had a fabulous time working with Triggys.  He really got my 
game -- it wasn't in great shape when he started helping us out, you know, from the swing 
obviously to just refining a few bad habits.  But for me, we did a lot of great work on my short 
game, just tidied all of that up.  His knowledge tee to green, every shot in the bag was 
fantastic.  I learnt so much from him.   
 
OLIVIA McMILLAN:  You're one of Australia's most successful golfers of all time and we've 
just recently seen a new generation coming through as well with Minjee Lee.  Can you talk to 
us a little bit about I guess your time in the game and also what you see for the future of the 
game? 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  Yeah, I think it's an exciting time for Australian golf both on the men's and 
women's side.  There's a ton of young players coming through.  Minjee obviously had a 
fantastic year last year, and we've got Sue Oh and Hannah Green, and also Karis Davison 
went to Japan and that's by no means an easy tour over there and she did really well in her 
rookie year.  So for all those girls I see fantastic things ahead.   
 
OLIVIA McMILLAN:  Golf Australia recently launched Vision 2025 and I know that you've 
been a big part of that and it's a real push to see the female participation at all levels of the 
game increase.  Can you talk to us a little bit about what that program's about and how you 
see that developing? 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  Yeah.  I think for me and my part in it is that being involved with Golf 
Australia with the Karrie Webb Series, seeing the top end of amateur golf, of women's 
amateur golf in Australia, I was seeing that we do have the cream at the top, but it's not as 
thick a cream as it used to be.  There isn't as many girls coming through and making it to the 
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elite level and that really starts at grass roots.  You know, the numbers increasing there, so 
then at the pointy end we get a few more through.  I think it's just great for the health of golf 
in general in Australia that more girls and women play the game just for the clubs and the 
health of their futures and ongoing from there.   
 
OLIVIA McMILLAN:  At the PGA the number of female coaches coming through has really 
increased in the last five years.  What's the main benefit from having more female PGA 
professionals coaching the game do you think? 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  I think that it's just another option for people, I think, not only just for 
women and girls.  I know a lot of the female PGA of Australia members have great junior 
programs, so that's boys and girls.  You know, I think they're great nurturers, women.  Might 
have a different approach to coaching that identifies with certain people, whether it's men or 
women.  I think it's great that the PGA of Australia's really making it a little bit more 
accessible for women to go into that field and knowing that that is an option if they want to 
stay in the golfing world and have a career in golf, that that is an option for them.   
 
OLIVIA McMILLAN:  We're here this week at the Vic Open and I don't think there's a better 
example of really equality in sport than this week, we've got men and women here from four 
great tours playing for equal prize money, but at the end of the day golf's the winner this 
week, right?  It's just great for the game to see everybody playing together. 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  Yeah, I think it's fantastic.  Obviously the Vic Open's had this format for I 
think six or seven years now and what I love about it is it's actually gotten the world's 
attention now that the LPGA have co-sanctioned and the men's European Tour have 
co-sanctioned.  World media are talking about it.  It's not a concept that works every single 
week, but I think it can be duplicated around the world, and I hope it is because we 
don't -- you know, I spoke to Geoff Ogilvy for the first time today.  Our paths just don't cross.  
You know, it would be nice, just as the tennis, that a handful of events a year that we're all 
together and you get to know everybody.   
 
OLIVIA McMILLAN:  Just quickly, what do two major champions talk about? 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  Coming back to Australia and spending time in Australia, that's what we 
talked about this morning.   
 
OLIVIA McMILLAN:  Excellent.  Well, we wish you the best of luck this week and we say 
thank you so much for accepting our honourary membership.  
ß 
KARRIE WEBB:  Well, thanks for thinking of me that way.  I'm really honoured and I accept 
wholeheartedly. 
 


