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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW   
15 February 2019 
 
THOMAS PIETERS  ( -8) 
 
 
Q.  Were you feeling a bit better?   
 
THOMAS PIETERS:  Yeah, I felt a lot better when I woke up.  Still congested and all, but no, 
I feel better and it showed in my game and my patience I think today.  I putted really well, so 
that was the key today. 
 
Q.  How did you recover from that yesterday with the doubles? 
 
THOMAS PIETERS:  I don't know how I did that.  That was tough to take.  I was 2 over after 
whatever, 13 holes yesterday.  To be 8 under is a bonus.  I've rolled in a lot of putts over the 
past two days and I'm happy where I'm at. 
 
Q.  How do you attack tomorrow now with being in such good shape at this stage? 
 
THOMAS PIETERS:  The same, because people can shoot low tomorrow and the cutoff for 
24th place could be 6, 7 under.  So maybe I'm a couple shots in, but you still have to -- if you 
get careless, then I think you can drop a lot of spots easily. 
 
Q.  I think it was Rumford last year he was leading after two, three rounds or 
something and he kind of dropped off the third day and missed the cut, so are you 
kind of conscious of that? 
 
THOMAS PIETERS:  No, but like I said, you can get careless thinking you've got a lot of 
room to play with.  But I think I'm going to try out there tomorrow and act like it's a stroke 
play event and you always want to be in the first place.  If you're not, I don't think you're 
mentally taking it the right way. 
 
Q.  And the lure of the top 8 as well to get that bye in the first round of match play, do 
you look at that to secure a spot there? 
 
THOMAS PIETERS:  Oh, I didn't know that.  That's cool. 
 
Q.  If you finish in the top 8, then you get first round of match play off. 
 
THOMAS PIETERS:  Okay, yeah, that makes sense.  Perfect. 
 
Q.  Did the two doubles yesterday -- I mean, you weren't physically well when we saw 
you earlier in the week.  Did the two doubles, I guess, spark you in any way?  Did you 
think, I've got to get going, I put myself out of this mess? 



2 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

 
THOMAS PIETERS:  I was pretty mad at the time. 
 
Q.  Does that work for you? 
 
THOMAS PIETERS:  Well, statistically speaking I bounce back good.  Obviously after 
making one double, to make another is because I was mentally still on the last hole.  
Afterwards I kept pretty calm after and I knew I was playing good golf.  So same today; I've 
made a couple bogeys, but I knew I was going to make a lot of birdies as well. 
 
Q.  A couple of, I guess, poor iron shots.  It looked like you were dialed in on the front 
nine, a couple wayward irons on 15 and 16, I guess.  What happened at 15, the par 5?  
 
THOMAS PIETERS:  I just took the wrong shot.  I had so much room on the left and I was 
going for the perfect cut 4-iron to a tight flag, which is dumb in my eyes.  Looking back, just 
hit something at that bunker and if it goes in, you get up and down.  It's stuff I have to learn.  
I'm still learning.  I'm 27 and I've got a long time to go.  Looking back now, I've learnt that 
stuff like that that doesn't help me trying to hit the perfect shot all the time. 
 
Q.  Is it a positive sign that you made, I guess, the up-and-down from the fringe there 
and also on 16 as well to save par there? 
 
THOMAS PIETERS:  Yeah, we just pulled some wrong clubs.  Both of us, we just didn't 
decide on the right shot.  18 as well, I think we got the wind really wrong or didn't know what 
happened.  I felt like I hit the perfect shot on 18 and ended up with a 40-footer. 
 
Q.  Three years since you had a win.  Is it a nice feeling to be at the top? 
 
THOMAS PIETERS:  I won in December, but thanks, though. 
 
Q.  The team, I'm sorry. 
 
THOMAS PIETERS:  No, no.  Individually, yeah.  For me it doesn't count as an individual 
win.  I know it's been two years, six months and something.  You can't think about it.  You've 
just got to keep yourself -- keep giving yourself chances every week. 
 
Q.  Do you feel any pressure?  You're obviously sort of the headliner coming in this 
week, on all the posters.  Do you kind of take on any of that and feel a responsibility, I 
guess, to be where you are after two rounds? 
 
THOMAS PIETERS:  No, but it's nice when people give you that title so to say.  It's nice to 
be up there and to show that -- feel like I haven't -- even though I've made two doubles and 
I'm still up there and show that I can play some golf. 
 


