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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW   
15 February 2019 
 
RYAN FOX  ( -8) 
 
 
Q.  Ryan, nice to see your name at the top of the leaderboard for now anyway?  
 
RYAN FOX:  Yeah, I played really nice yesterday in some tough conditions.  And today was 
a little bit scrappy, but we had some pretty nice conditions this morning, greens were perfect.  
No wind around here makes the course pretty scorable, so it was nice to take advantage of 
that and be in a good place for tomorrow. 
 
Q.  And (inaudible) tomorrow to get yourself into that top 24.  Are you eyeing the top 8 
as well? 
 
RYAN FOX:  Yeah, I think the last couple years I've eyed that top 24 from sort of around the 
morning and it hasn't worked out very well for me.  I'll try to aim a little higher this year and 
see what happens.  It looks like it might blow tomorrow afternoon as well, so might be a case 
of just trying to hang on.  The golf game feels like it's in a pretty good place and push to get 
into that top 8, and anything can happen on Sunday around here, which is good. 
 
Q.  And you're still chasing that European Tour win, but coming back to Perth, you 
won the WA Open here a few years ago.  Is that always in your mind when you come 
back here? 
 
RYAN FOX:  Obviously a different course for the WA Open, but I played well around here 
before, played in the Aussie Amateur around here around 10 years ago as well.  So I've got 
good memories around here and I think that always helps coming back to a golf course 
you've played well around, and also I love spending time in Perth.  It's got a similar feel to 
home, I think.  When you've got -- it always helps when you've got good feelings about a 
place, so hopefully can take those into the weekend.  And certainly love to get my first 
European Tour win, but it's a long way away yet. 
 
Q.  What are those (inaudible) like, you feel that once you get that, you'll kind of roll 
from there because you've been so close? 
 
RYAN FOX:  Yeah, been close a couple times.  It's hard to win out here.  There's 156 guys 
to win every week and everyone can play.  Yeah, I feel like I guess the biggest barrier is 
getting the first one, and I've gone as close as you can get I think without actually getting it 
done.  So I feel like if I'm in that position again, I won't be over awed by it.  But as I said, 
there's 156 other guys trying to do the same thing, so it's a tough ask. 
 
Q.  Can you talk us through where you took advantage of the golf course?   
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RYAN FOX:  I wouldn't say it was as solid as yesterday.  I didn't drive it very well today, but I 
scored nicely.  Short game was really good.  There are some chances out here, especially 
this morning when there was no wind.  That's over by the par 5, a couple of short par 4s, 
and holed a couple of nice putts coming home on 7 and 9 to turn what was looking like a 
pretty average day into a good day. 
 
Q.  The days I feel like this might be one of them where you look at the weather 
forecast for the rest of the afternoon and you think this is a good one to maybe be at 
home for the afternoon? 
 
RYAN FOX:  Yeah, definitely.  It looks like we're going to get the better side of the draw, I 
think, which is always nice to get that.  I guess it evens out overall, but it's nice, especially 
where it can really blow in the afternoons to get a little bit of help from the weather 
conditions.  I would be quite happy watching it on TV this afternoon.  Hopefully, there's not 
too much carnage out there, but it might be a bit tough for some of the guys. 
 
Q.  What's your mentality now?  You're sitting pretty through 36 holes, you've got 
another kind of different day tomorrow than the match play on Sunday.  You have 
kind of a different game plan for each day, or how are you going about it? 
 
RYAN FOX:  No.  I mean, this golf course pretty much tells you where to hit it.  A couple of 
holes you can take on depending on the wind, say 1 and 10, if they play with no -- if they 
play with a little bit of help or it's not hurting too much, I'll take those on.  But otherwise, 
pretty much it's the same off the tee the whole time.  It's just a good golf course like that.  
Maybe if they move a couple tees up tomorrow, the tactics might change, but we'll see what 
tomorrow brings. 
 
Q.  Tied for the lead, can you talk us a little for the round? 
 
RYAN FOX:  Yeah, it was actually pretty scrappy.  I didn't drive the ball very well, but got out 
of trouble nicely on a couple holes I hit bad tee shots on and took advantage of the holes I 
hit good tee shots on.  Holed a couple of putts as well, which was nice.   
 
Yeah, it was pretty pleasing out there this morning.  We didn't have a whole lot of breeze 
until maybe the last four, five holes and this golf course is pretty scorable when it's like that. 
 
Q.  You alluded to the driving.  Obviously you're known as a big hitter on tour.  Is this 
a course that you can use that as an advantage? 
 
RYAN FOX:  On a few holes, yeah, but it's a golf course that really kind of tells you where to 
hit it, what shots to hit off the tee.  There's not a lot of taking bunkers on, or if you hit the 
wrong shape off the tee, this golf course bites you, and if you hit the wrong club off the tee, it 
bites you even more.  There's a few holes you play conservatively on and there's a few 
holes, like say on the par 5s, you can let fly with driver and get some advantage out of that.  
But if you look at the leaderboard, there's all kind of golfers up there and I think that's the 
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mark of a very good golf course. 
 
Q.  And do you look at the conditions this afternoon and count yourself a little lucky 
to have played in the morning?   
 
RYAN FOX:  Very much so.  I'm sure the guys that played yesterday morning thought the 
same thing, but it looks like we might have had a little less breeze from what they're going to 
get this afternoon.  The breeze gets up early here, you can pretty much know it's going to 
blow pretty hard in the afternoon.  So certainly be enjoying lying on my bed in the hotel room 
and watching some of the golf.  Never want to see the guys struggle, but it might be a bit 
tough for them this afternoon. 
 
Q.  Going into tomorrow, can you take your foot off the gas a little, a little more 
tactically about how you're going to go into Sunday sitting in such a nice position? 
 
RYAN FOX:  No, just like to make it to Sunday.  Hasn't really been kind to me, this 
three-round cut thing the last couple years.  It's nice to be in a good position after two days.  
I think it happened, I think it was last year or the year before Brett Rumford was leading after 
two rounds and missed the 24.   
 
So certainly no taking the foot off the pedal there and just got to go and try to make some 
birdies and try to finish as high as possible.  There is a little bit of bonus for finishing in that 
top 8, getting the first round off, and I'll certainly be aiming for that.  Hopefully a little higher 
than that tomorrow.  Who knows what this afternoon will bring, but it looks like I'm going to 
be in a pretty good place. 
 


