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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW   
14 February 2019 
 
RICHARD McEVOY   ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  Tied for second, are you pleased with your day's work out there?   
 
RICHARD McEVOY:  Very pleased, yeah, yeah.  Played some solid golf.  Two dropped 
shots on 16 and 17, but apart from that, seven birdies, so very pleased. 
 
Q.  Having a look at the course, are there any difficulties or does the course suit your 
game well?  
 
RICHARD McEVOY:  I love it here, yeah, yeah, yeah.  I've been here quite a few times now.  
I think this is my fourth or fifth trip here at Karrinyup.  Yeah, it really suits my eye, love the 
golf course, which is why I come back really year after year. 
 
Yeah, it's a drawer's course really, which suits my game, yet there's not many holes out 
there that don't suit my eyesight.  I'm very comfortable here. 
 
Q.  How important is it in this sort of format to get a hot start to get an edge on the 
field when comes to Saturday? 
 
RICHARD McEVOY:  Yeah, it's good to get yourself in a good position off the tee, but see 
where the cut's at on Saturday.  You've obviously got to make the first cut first and then the 
second cut of 32, or is it 24.  Yeah, if you can get yourself up there inside that top-10 in 
particular, I think you get a bye the first round for the match play.  If you can get yourself in 
that position on Sunday, that's obviously a good kickstart. 
 
Q.  You just alluded to that, do you think about the cutoff points when you're playing 
out there or is it just purely trying to play your best golf possible? 
 
RICHARD McEVOY:  Yeah, you're purely just trying to play your golf.  Obviously when 
Saturday comes around, if you're inside that top 24, great.  If you're inside the top 8, even 
more of a bonus.  Yeah, just trying to get yourself into Sunday and then anything can 
happen from there. 
 
Q.  The afternoon survivor.  
 
RICHARD McEVOY:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  A few guys made a run.  
 
RICHARD McEVOY:  Hung in there, yeah.  The greens are getting firmer and firmer 
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throughout the afternoon, especially on that front nine.  I think the back nine greens tend to 
stay a little bit softer because they're newer, but those front nine greens got quite firm 
coming in at the end of the day.  Yeah, I'm pleased obviously with my start, yeah. 
 
Q.  Obviously there was a run there on the front nine where you birdied -- 
 
RICHARD McEVOY:  Yeah, 16, 17, both strong holes.  16 I just misjudged the wind slightly 
and went through the back.  And 17 I got unlucky really, missed the green front left, which 
normally in these bunkers -- the bunkers are so good here, but normally would have been 
great, but it kind of runs back through and went back onto the downslope of the bunker so I 
got a bit unlucky there.  But yeah, bounced back well with birdies on 18 and then 1, and 
played some real solid golf on that back nine. 
 
Q.  Brad Kennedy had a similar issue on 8 with a bit of a downslope.  I guess it ran 
through and held up on the downslope? 
 
RICHARD McEVOY:  Through the green? 
 
Q.  Yeah. 
 
RICHARD McEVOY:  Yeah, yeah, that's even worse the way the green is going back down 
the hill, tiers going down to the front of the green. 
 
Q.  Is the sand outside of the bottom of the bunker, is the sand quite -- 
 
RICHARD McEVOY:  It's very compact, yeah.  It should technically roll down off the banks 
into the middle of the bunkers, but it doesn't seem to be doing it quite as much as what it 
should do at the moment.  It's just, yeah, you need a bit of luck here and there.  You try and 
steer clear of them.  They're great hazards, they're what they should be really, they're 
hazards, but at the same time the sand is fantastic. 
 
Q.  Have you played here? 
 
RICHARD McEVOY:  Yeah, this is my fourth or fifth trip here.  Yeah, I love coming here.  I 
came and played last week in Melbourne at Barwon Heads and then came here this week.  
Yes, it's nice to do a two-week trip rather than just coming for one week here, which I've 
done in the past. 
 
Q.  How did you fare?  
 
RICHARD McEVOY:  No, I haven't actually got through to match play yet.  I've had some 
decent results here in the past when it was just stroke play, but I haven't actually got through 
to match play last year.  Yeah, looking forward to try and get myself in that position. 
 
Q.  You're in good position now after one round.  Guys have spoken about the fact 
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that you just need to be in that 24, but that mentality might not be the best thing to -- 
 
RICHARD McEVOY:  No, you've just got to keep plugging away, try and get up there on the 
leaderboard and try to get into that top-5, top-10, and then hopefully Saturday that gives you 
an even better chance of being in the top 24.  But also if you're in the top 8 I think you get a 
bye for the first round of match play, so that's a bonus as well.  Yeah, so it all helps really. 
 
Q.  Mentality tomorrow?  Are you going to come out in the morning and try and be 
aggressive, try and set a number? 
 
RICHARD McEVOY:  Yeah, same as what I've done today, you know, play within myself.  
And the course sets up well to my eye.  I'm a drawer of the ball naturally and this course 
sets up for a draw.  So yeah, I'm just enjoying my time here, enjoying Perth, enjoying the 
golf course.  I think it's one of the most beautiful courses we play all year really.  It's a 
fantastic place, I love coming here. 
 
Q.  Do you think it's, especially the back nine, there are plenty of birdies to be had? 
 
RICHARD McEVOY:  Yeah, I think kind of 10 through to 15 is good, a lot of good birdie 
chances, and then kind of 16, 17, 18 are strong holes.  Then you get a run of holes again on 
the front nine, which are quite birdiable again before you play kind of 4, 5, 6 are quite tricky 
holes.  You know, you've just got to get the ball in play off the tee around here.  If you get 
the ball in play off the tee, which is one of the strongest parts of my game, you give yourself 
a lot of chances. 
 
Q.  Obviously a lot of slope to a lot of the fairways, obviously they run from the 
fairway to the right rough.  Any danger of being in too good of condition and -- 
 
RICHARD McEVOY:  They're never in too good condition. 
 
Q.  They're just running like -- 
 
RICHARD McEVOY:  It's just such a beautiful place to play golf in fantastic condition. 
 
Q.  You can't be far enough right, though, can you on a lot of holes? 
 
RICHARD McEVOY:  Yeah, there's a lot of holes where if you're shaping it in particular, 
you've just got to get the right lie going down the fairway.  No. 7 is another one of those 
which you have to hit down the left side because it all goes down to the right.  Because they 
are big slopes and they're strong slopes, you're always going to get a lot of help there 
anyway, but a good line off the tee. 
 
Q.  Match play experience in recent years, did you play the Volvo before it came to an 
end? 
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RICHARD McEVOY:  I played the Belgium -- 
 
Q.  Yeah, yeah. 
 
RICHARD McEVOY:  -- Knockout last year, which was match play.  I really enjoyed that.  I 
got to the quarterfinal of that.  So match play is something that we play all the time in the 
U.K. at home in amateur days in particular.  It's nice playing match play, I really enjoy it.  
And six holes is a proper shootout, it will be good fun. 
 


