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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW   
14 February 2019 
 
DANIEL GALE  ( -3)  
 
 
Q.  A little bit of a blip on 17, I guess, but otherwise a nice start to the week? 
 
DANIEL GALE:  Yeah, definitely was.  Had absolutely perfect conditions this morning.  
Pretty much hit -- I think I only missed one green, which I was only a foot off the green.  I 
kind of hit every green essentially.  Yeah, just three-putted 17, it's just a tricky pin there.  
Just struggled with the speed a bit for the longer putts, just kept leaving myself four, five foot 
short.  Made most of them, just missed the one on 17.  Overall, I'm happy with my start to 
the tournament. 
 
Q.  You missed the cut last week, is that right? 
 
DANIEL GALE:  I did.  
 
Q.  Did you play anything up to then this year?  
 
DANIEL GALE:  I just played a couple of the Blitz Golf pro-ams early January.  I played 
pretty well in those.  Then, yeah, nothing for about a month leading up to Vic Open.  But they 
were good testers to see where the game's at and then work on it for obviously the coming 
weeks. 
 
Q.  How did you feel coming out of 2018?  Obviously first year and you had the win at 
P&G and a good finish at Royal Pines.  Did you sort of go into Christmas reflecting on 
your first year? 
 
DANIEL GALE:  Obviously like this time last year I hadn't teed it up in an event yet, I had no 
card and no status.  Actually, I think I Monday qualified this week last year for the 
Queensland PGA.  It's amazing how far I've come in a year.   
 
Yeah, like essentially I look back on last year and I mean the first few months it was pretty 
much the dream start to your professional career.  Like obviously winning the P&G Open to 
get my card, but the win the week before in the pro-am, it was just, yeah, riding a good wave 
of good quality golf.   
 
Sort of stumbled a bit later half of the year, but I definitely knew I was playing well and it was 
good to really finish off the year at the Aussie PGA with a strong tied 9 finish there. 
 
Q.  What does it mean mentally to win your first year out on Tour and I guess secure 
at least status at home? 
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DANIEL GALE:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  How does that transfer through the bag essentially, like that mental confidence?  
 
DANIEL GALE:  I would say before the win in P&G, even the pro-am, I guess there's a bit of 
an intimidation factor from the experienced players, like you had Steve Jeffs, Daniel Fox and 
all those boys that are previous winners on Tour.  Getting the win over them and even going 
head to head with Damien Jordan, who's won on Tour as well, getting the win down the 
stretch against quality golfers like them definitely was a big confidence booster. 
 
I mean, I always told myself I had the game to do it, and to actually pull it off when I needed 
to and obviously put in all the hard yards, but for it to actually pay off definitely was a 
confidence booster.   
 
Then the week after to, I guess, sort of put myself in a position to win and then close it out 
pretty comfortably, that was an even bigger confidence boost as well. 
 
Q.  What about the PGA at Royal Pines, did you get to play with anyone sort of of 
note? 
 
DANIEL GALE:  I don't think so. 
 
Q.  Nothing that sort of stuck with you there? 
 
DANIEL GALE:  No, I don't think so, no. 
 
Q.  What's a week like this with the European players and Asian Tour, what's your 
year look like at this stage? 
 
DANIEL GALE:  At this stage, I've paid my European Tour affiliate fee, so -- 
 
Q.  When did you do that? 
 
DANIEL GALE:  Before Vic Open.  I didn't do it before Aussie PGA unfortunately.  But, I 
mean, a really good week here can obviously lead on to bigger things.  So I've paid that and 
we'll see how that goes.  For the rest of the year, just take it I guess each week as it comes.  
Obviously with New Zealand in a couple weeks' time as well, another good opportunity there 
by playing well.  If you get the win there, then you get your card in Asia, I think. 
 
Yeah, just take it -- see how these sort of five weeks on the road go, and I'll probably look at 
doing European Tour Q-School later in the year and potentially Web.  I did Web.com last 
year, so that's on the cards as well. 
 
Q.  Do you feel comfortable now in this company, though?  12 months is not a long 
time in this game, but do you feel coming out here this week that you're comfortable 
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out here amongst these guys? 
 
DANIEL GALE:  Yeah, I definitely do.  Like I guess like I was hitting on the range this 
morning next to Thomas Pieters and David Law, who won last week.  I guess I was just 
looking at them like it's kind of like playing a club comp, it's just another person.  They just hit 
a lot better than your average club member.  I just try and focus on what I do.   
 
But yeah, like it's awesome being in this like obviously Ryder Cup player and all that.  I don't 
try to get too caught up with it, but it is pretty surreal when they're right there in the flesh.  
Like I remember in Fiji, I was warming up for one of my rounds and Ernie Els was hitting chip 
shots behind me.  That was pretty cool. 
 
Q.  I have to ask, the sort of photo of you and Ray Hadley after P&G, Castle Hill 
member.  Do you talk to Ray about kind of what you're going to go through and I 
guess making the transition in what's a pretty cutthroat game?  Has he passed on any 
advice at all? 
 
DANIEL GALE:  I guess from his sort of view, like aspect of work because he's obviously 
done really well in the radio industry, I mean, I see him all the time at Castle Hill and he sees 
me doing my putting drills and chipping drills and all of that.  I see him all the time.  He 
always just wishes me all the best.  You know, you're putting in the hard yards, you're doing 
the work, so just keep it going, your results will come.   
 
Ray's always been a great supporter of mine, and I'm sure he'll probably mention me this 
week if I keep going the way -- keep posting some good scores, I'm sure I'll get a mention. 
 
Q.  Shout-out tomorrow morning maybe on the show.  
 
DANIEL GALE:  You never know. 
 


