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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW   
13 February 2019 
 
THOMAS PIETERS 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Thomas, welcome to Perth.  We won't touch upon the last time you were 
here, but we'll talk the last time you were in Australia.  Fantastic win for yourself and your 
namesake, Thomas Detry.  Wonderful golf. 
 
THOMAS PIETERS:  Yes, a wonderful memory.  I love Australia.  I've always had a liking 
for it, and the golf courses especially last time I played the World Cup, was it Kingston 
Heath, was it?  A wonderful course as well.  I had good memories about this course, but I 
just didn't play well five years ago, and I was nowhere near the same golfer as I think I am 
today.  But I saw the course today and it does bring back some memories.  I like you can be 
very aggressive here.   
 
MODERATOR:  What have you made of the course?  There's been a few changes made 
perhaps since the last time you were here? 
 
THOMAS PIETERS:  Yeah, I think my caddie noticed a couple changes.  The last time he 
was here was five years ago as well.  The greens, I think they took a couple slopes out on 
some holes.  I only remember maybe four, five holes.  Other than that, it's a wonderful 
course. 
 
MODERATOR:  What about this format here in Perth?  It's obviously something that's 
caught your eye, you're doing something similar in Belgium. 
 
THOMAS PIETERS:  Yeah, the Belgium Knockout.  Not quite the same, but we have a 
knockout stage as well after 36 holes.  Yeah, I just like new ideas and I think it makes it 
interesting for the public to watch on TV.  I think that's where golf is going to go or needs to 
go, especially with young guys playing aggressive golf.  Like I said, it's fun to watch, I think. 
 
Q.  When did you arrive and how do you feel? 
 
THOMAS PIETERS:  I arrived Monday night and I feel like absolute crap, yeah. 
 
Q.  Does it generally take you guys a few days? 
 
THOMAS PIETERS:  Normally I'm decent with it, but I just got off the plane and I felt sick 
and I've been -- I've been just really sick.  I can't sleep, I took a lot of medication last night, 
and as you can tell and hear probably, I don't feel quite right.  Hopefully a good night's sleep 
tonight and some rest this afternoon and I'll be better hopefully tomorrow. 
 
Q.  You're obviously (no microphone.)  
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THOMAS PIETERS:  Yeah, but my caddie walked it on Monday and Tuesday, so he knows 
where I have to hit it, so I just have to listen very carefully tomorrow. 
 
Q.  Is it times when you're not feeling your best that you keep it simple? 
 
THOMAS PIETERS:  Yeah, you have less expectations, I guess.  Sometimes when you 
don't feel as good, you don't go for the crazy shot or the impossible shot.  Like you say, you 
keep it simple and sometimes that helps. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  Do you like to play match play or wouldn't like to play in match 
play?    
 
THOMAS PIETERS:  You know, I met Geoff Ogilvy yesterday.  It's a player that when I was 
younger I watched him and I thought he looked like a wonderful guy.  When I met him 
yesterday, he was super nice.   
 
Yeah, I would love to play with him or against him, but just to spend maybe a bit of time with 
him because obviously he's won some big tournaments and you can always learn something 
off of somebody like that. 
 
Q.  What goals have you set for the week? 
 
THOMAS PIETERS:  Make it to tomorrow get healthy.  Goals-wise, I would love to make it 
to Sunday, and I think if you just make it to Sunday, anybody's got a chance.  That's the 
goal. 
 
Q.  Have you played many other tournaments where you've gone in feeling a bit 
unwell? 
 
THOMAS PIETERS:  I don't know, I don't keep statistics of this, but yeah, I've definitely.  It 
just happens.  I felt perfect before I got on the plane, and you get off and it's just a bad 
environment.  Lots of people on there that maybe have some -- are sick or something, you 
can catch something really quick.  It's definitely happened before, but it hasn't stopped me 
very often from playing good golf.  Like I said, less expectations is sometimes good. 
 
Q.  You entered this tournament as one of the favourites.  What's it like being one of 
the favourites? 
 
THOMAS PIETERS:  It's always nice.  I'm playing decent golf, hitting the ball quite nice, I 
just haven't really put four really good rounds together.  Like the last three tournaments I've 
played, I've played three really good rounds and one average, one bad one if you look at it.  
So it's just a matter of time, I think.  I'm quite positive about the next few months. 
 
Q.  Thomas, with the top-24 qualifying, does the mentality change at all or are you as 
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aggressive as you might otherwise have been?  When you look at qualifying for a 
top-24, does that change you how you approach 54bholes? 
 
THOMAS PIETERS:  Not really.  I guess when you're just around that number on Saturday 
you might differ in some of the holes, how you play them.   
 
But you try to get up that leaderboard as high as you can any tournament.  I mean, at my 
tournament I find it difficult.  For example, I remember on Friday afternoon I was top-64 
qualifier and I was maybe 20th or something.  You get a bit careless because you know 
you've got four shots to play with on the last three holes and I think that's something maybe 
when you're lying fifth, sixth, seventh at this tournament on a Saturday, you can get a bit 
careless.  So the top-8 gets a buy, so that's a big bonus as well, so I think you want to just 
get in the top-8. 
 
Q.  Did you have (inaudible) the Belgium Knockout or do you think these kind of 
things is the way golf needs to go?  How did your involvement come about? 
 
THOMAS PIETERS:  I look at my sister.  Yeah, it was our idea basically.  Like we wanted a 
tournament in Belgium and we wanted something different.  Yeah, I mean, I can't really 
remember who came up with the idea, but I think I wanted a match play event.  Yeah, I 
would say I was very involved in it, yeah. 
 
Q.  In a locker room, especially on the PGA TOUR, the match play, the match play 
from day one has sort of gone by the wayside.  What's the locker room talk about 
more match play and I guess the uncertainty of that and how to get the balance right 
of guys (inaudible) after one or two days?  
 
THOMAS PIETERS:  I think we made it fair to the cut.  I think when you start match play on 
Thursday, people can get upset if you just lose your first match and you have to go home.  
This way everybody gets two rounds like a normal tournament, and the ones who play well 
move on.  I lost my first match last year on Saturday at my tournament and it hurt, you know.  
I think I played at 8:00 in the morning and at 9:30 was back home and I lost.  That's golf.  
Sometimes you win, sometimes you lose.  Same thing here.  On Sunday you can be back at 
the hotel at 9:30. 
 
Q.  Did you play much match play growing up? 
 
THOMAS PIETERS:  Yeah, I think we play more match play than kids in America.  Tom 
Lewis and I talked about it yesterday evening as well, I think, at the event.  Yeah, we play a 
lot like British amateurs, a lot of those tournaments have match play. 
 
Q.  Have you played Wentworth over the years much when that was match play? 
 
THOMAS PIETERS:  No, no, no.  I was like 12 at the time, I think. 
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MODERATOR:  Thank you everyone. 
 
THOMAS PIETERS:  Thank you. 
 


