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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW   
12 February 2019 
 
MIN WOO LEE 
 
 
Q.  Min Woo Lee, thank you for joining us for the first time as a professional.  How 
are you feeling since you've made the switch?   
 
MIN WOO LEE:  Yeah, I'm excited.  Obviously played well in Saudi.  I had a really good 
lesson in Abu Dhabi, missed the cut and then kinda had to switch my mentality, was 
feeling like a hotshot, like when I was in Abu Dhabi, got the start, so it was nice to feel 
the lows and worked hard at Dubai on my week off and paid off in Saudi, so I'm excited.   
 
Q.  Saudi I believe there was four of the top-5 players in the world in that field and 
you finished in the top-5.  That must have been a nice confidence boost for you 
very early?   
 
MIN WOO LEE:  Yeah, it's -- obviously there were a few names up there in front of me 
that were really good, and it's okay if they beat me because they're top-5 in the world, 
but it was nice to beat, I guess, most of the pros there.  But I played solid golf over the 
weekend, got a good draw on Saturday and took advantage of it.   
 
Q.  You've made a mad dash from Panama back here to Perth, and we just heard 
it might not have gone smoothly.  Is it nice to be back home and playing in your 
home state as a professional for the first time?   
 
MIN WOO LEE:  When I woke up today I was so excited.  Just the fresh air in Perth, 
there was something to it.  But, yeah, I heard the weather is going to be so good this 
week and I'm excited.  Yeah, home crowd, and I had lots of fun last year, so I'm 
pumped.   
 
Q.  When you didn't think you were playing this event ,you were sad about it.  
How did you make the decision, or was it you were on your way home and --  
 
MIN WOO LEE:  After seven holes of the -- no, after 11 holes I was 7-over and my 
manager was walking around and I was like, "When is the next flight to Perth!"  I missed 
the cut and, yeah, I was excited to come back.  If I made the top-25 in Panama, I would 
play the next week, but that didn't go to plan so, yeah, I was just straight to here.  Took 
a long route, but I'm here and I'm feeling good.   
 
Q.  What does it mean for the rest of your year, not playing that next event?   
 
MIN WOO LEE:  I'm not sure what my plan is, just whatever opportunities I get.  I've got 
to play well in those.  I kind of got half the points already to keep my European Tour 
card so that is definitely a chance that I can go to the European Tour but who knows, 
whatever starts I get I will take advantage of it, hopefully.   
 
Q.  Is this as big of opportunity as any because you know this course so well?   
 
MIN WOO LEE:  Yes, I played it as an amateur obviously and last year, too, and just 
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went out there on the back nine and practiced on those new greens and they're 
awesome, so I'm excited.   
 
Q.  (Away from mic.)   
 
MIN WOO LEE:  I was on the range and I hit a few balls and I was kind of -- I hit a wall 
really, but I felt good when I was on the course, made a few birdies, that's nice.  Just 
feeling good.   
 
Q.  Home cooking and stuff?   
 
MIN WOO LEE:  Dad was supposed to stay with my sister at the Aussie Open, with my 
family, but he took a redeye and came over to take care of me.   
 
Q.  That top-5 finish that you managed to get, what sort of doors will that open?   
 
MIN WOO LEE:  I think I'm in the -- I'm not sure after last week, but I think I'm in the 
top-30 of the Race to Dubai, which I think makes it easier to get invites.  I'm not too 
sure, but like I said, I have to get the opportunities and play well in them.   
 
Q.  What's it like not having a map of what your year is going to look like?   
 
MIN WOO LEE:  Oh, I think it's nice in a way because I've got to play well that week.  I 
can't just be like, oh, it's just another week.  The first year is always tough.  I was talking 
to a lot of pros over the last few weeks, and they said that the first year is always a 
rough one, so yeah, just have to play well.   
 
Q.  And you are only a few weeks in, but you've experienced a good high and the 
next week which wasn't, what was that like?   
 
MIN WOO LEE:  I guess that's pro life.  Last week was completely different to play on 
the European Tour and playing the top courses.  I'm just, yeah, I guess that's pro golf.  
Sometimes it goes well, sometimes it goes bad.  Move on and hopefully play well the 
next week.   
 
Q.  And you mentioned your flight before.  What happened there?   
 
MIN WOO LEE:  I went from Panama to New York.  It was originally supposed to go to 
Hong Kong and then Perth, but I was in New York -- it was funny.  I was sleeping.  The 
guy opened up my window and he was like, oh, we're landing, and I was like, oh, sweet, 
that was the quickest 16 hours I've ever had.  And he's like, no, we're landing, we've got 
to go back.  Had to change my flight and stayed at the airport for five hours and got it 
changed.  Here I am. 
 
Q.  So what time did you arrive here and what time were you meant to?   
 
MIN WOO LEE:  I was supposed to get in Sunday night, but I arrived yesterday, 
Monday, lunchtime.   
 
Q.  Right, okay.  Has it thrown you off?   
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MIN WOO LEE:  No, actually went to the physio straight after landing and then the gym, 
so yeah, kind of didn't sleep that well today, but -- last night, but I will sleep good tonight I'm 
pretty sure.   
 
Q.  Min, describe after that third round in Saudi, what was going through your head as 
you prepared for the final round?   
 
MIN WOO LEE:  After the round I had a few interviews saying I'm touching distance, I'm close 
and yeah I definitely felt like I was playing good golf.  I think I beat most of the pros on that day 
so, yeah, I was feeling confident as ever.  I found something in my swing and kept doing that 
and rolled a few putts and made a lot of momentum putts for par and kept it going and shot  
7 under on the final round, so that was the nice.   
 
Q.  It's the last year of this Super 6.   
 
MIN WOO LEE:  Oh, is it?   
 
Q.  What does it mean for a young man coming through the ranks here in Western 
Australia to be able to see top-level golf in Perth?   
 
MIN WOO LEE:  It's exciting.  I know Perth is a long way and it's nice to get a few of the top 
pros here.  It's a lovely place.  I wish more like other top guys got to come over, but it is what it 
is.   
 
Q.  When you were coming through, did you come down and watch the players play?   
 
MIN WOO LEE:  Yeah, I think I came here a couple years, got tickets from the people that were 
playing and I played in the Pro-Am with Charl Schwartzel three, four years ago and he was a 
really good player, and it was awesome to see the pros play, and now I'm here.  It's cool.   
 
Q.  (Away from mic.)  Are you conscious given the month you've had not burning your 
body out so you can play well?  How will you juggle that?   
 
MIN WOO LEE:  I think just taking care of myself, eating right and going to the gym.  Like I said, 
first year is always hard.  Like Lucas ,now he can juggle what he has in his schedule, and that's 
the plan, but first year is always tough for everyone.   
 
Q.  Did you feel like you've been so many places back-to-back that you were feeling --  
 
MIN WOO LEE:  Not that.  I just wasn't -- I guess I was a little tired, but just the course was a bit 
different than the last few weeks and different golf.  I didn't play well  
 
Q.  Jason Scrivener said yesterday he thinks after Saudi, this week and the results here, 
will that influence your decision for the rest of the year?   
 
MIN WOO LEE:  Of course.  Obviously a win gets you on the European Tour, but a high finish 
obviously helps my ranking and my Race to Dubai  points.  Just see what happens.   
 
Q.  How will you get to the course?  Will your dad drive you?  
 
MIN WOO LEE:  I think he will drive me to the course.  I have my license and I can drive, but I 
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will cruise and listen to music when I'm coming up here.  He cooks every day for me, whatever I 
want, so that's nice.   
 
Q.  What's his specialty?   
 
MIN WOO LEE:  A bit of Korean food, which is nice.  It's nice and healthy and tasty, so yeah, 
I'm excited to be home and get home-cooked meals.   
 
Q.  There have been changes to the course.  Anything noticeable?  How do you feel like it 
plays differently?   
 
MIN WOO LEE:  Definitely firmer, obviously from -- because there was, like, different greens.  
It's really nice, it just rolls really pure and there is a lot of undulation in the greens, which I 
noticed quite a bit on the four, five holes that I played.  I'm excited to play those holes.   
 
Q.  Which holes did you play?   
 
MIN WOO LEE:  10, I hit it close so I picked it up, birdied 18, which is nice.  I didn't have my 
driver and I didn't have any two-iron because they were regripping those.  And it's kinda wet 
now, so only got to hit my 3-iron, so maybe a few more birdies in the tournament, which would 
be nice.   
 
Q.  Last year in match play you were knocking out -- (Away from mic.)  Is that as much 
fun as you had on the golf course?   
 
MIN WOO LEE:  I love the format.  I guess it was bad when I lost, and I can feel what the guys 
before me were feeling.  It was just, like you say hi to the player and three, four holes later you 
say, thanks for the game.  So it's not like -- it's just real quick.  It was nice to make so many 
birdies the first two rounds.   
 
It was unfortunate I lost in the third round, but looking forward to this year.   
 
Q.  (Away from mic.)   
 
MIN WOO LEE:  A lot of my friends are going to come out, and that's nice, and hopefully I get a 
good group on Thursday, Friday, and -- has the draw come out yet?   
 
Q.  No.   
 
MIN WOO LEE:  Please!  That would be cool.  I'm hoping there is going to be a lot of home 
support  
 
Q.  The rest of your family is at the Open?   
 
MIN WOO LEE:  Grandma and mom are over there with Minjee.  Boys are home, it's fine.  
 
Q.  Thank you for joining us.  Best of luck this week. 


