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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW   
12 February 2019 
 
NELLY KORDA 
 
 
KATHIE SHEARER:  Terrific to have you here again.  This is your third time Adelaide, you 
were just saying. 
 
Have you had a chance to look at the course?  
 
NELLY KORDA:  Yeah, I played the back nine yesterday, so I'm going to go down and play 
the front nine today. 
 
KATHIE SHEARER:  And you come from such a high-achieving family.  I watched your 
sister win in, I think it was Royal Melbourne when she was out here.  Do you do that jump, 
the quarter jump, when you win the tournament?  
 
NELLY KORDA:  Only in Australia, and it has to be the Australian Open. 
 
KATHIE SHEARER:  A great trajectory from 2013, when it was your rookie year. 
 
NELLY KORDA:  No, it was 2017 actually. 
 
KATHIE SHEARER:  2017? 
 
NELLY KORDA:  Yeah.  This is my third year. 
 
KATHIE SHEARER:  I will check my book again. 
 
NELLY KORDA:  Yeah.  No, 2017 was my rookie year. 
 
KATHIE SHEARER:  And a great year last year. 
 
NELLY KORDA:  No, I was really happy with last year, kind of got my way started on the 
LPGA. 
 
KATHIE SHEARER:  Do you focus this year on winning, or are you looking to the majors?  
Where is your game at the moment? 
 
NELLY KORDA:  Just kind of focusing on consistency.  Last year I really wanted to focus on 
the middle part of the year, because that's kind of where you get a bit tired and all the big 
tournaments come in.  So, again, that's going to be a big goal of mine this year, to just stay 
consistent throughout the whole year. 
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KATHIE SHEARER:  And how important is it to you to make the team of the Solheim Cup? 
 
NELLY KORDA:  It would be really cool to represent my country.  But as I said before, I'm 
just going to take it shot by shot and see how it goes.  If I'm selected, then that will be great.  
It's a huge honor, and it would be a lot of fun. 
 
KATHIE SHEARER:  Great.  Questions, please. 
 
Q.  Nelly, in hindsight now, what does the big win mean to you?  Does it take pressure 
off you?  Does it allow you to relax and feel part of it?  What did that do for you? 
 
NELLY KORDA:  I kind of feel like I proved myself that I can win out here, to myself.  
Obviously, I kind of was struggling in the middle of the year last year and kind of doubting 
myself a little, as everyone does.  I mean, it was just my second year on tour.  But I had a 
really strong end of the year and kind of got the ball rolling to this year. 
 
Q.  Do you see yourself with a realistic chance to win this week? 
 
NELLY KORDA:  I think everyone has a realistic chance to win every week.  I mean, 
everyone is so good on tour.  So, hopefully.  Just going to take it shot by shot. 
 
Q.  How do the conditions in Australia differ from obviously your home country and 
other countries? 
 
NELLY KORDA:  I have yet to figure out how to play in Australia, to be honest.  Last year, I 
think I was in every bunker.  The golf courses are a bit different out here, so I'm just going to 
take some time this week and prepare for Thursday and on. 
 
Q.  And how important is momentum early in the year? 
 
NELLY KORDA:  Yeah, I mean, I played pretty well in Orlando.  Kind of -- it was kind of like 
a test run to see how my off-season work kind of went, so it was good. 
 
Q.  Can you just revisit the tradition of winning the Australian Open.  Do you ever sit 
down and talk about it in the family?  I mean, is there lots of banter goes on? 
 
NELLY KORDA:  I feel so left out.  No, I don't really put too much pressure on myself.  If it 
happens, it happens.  I'm going to go out and try my best. 
 
Q.  But, I mean, the others don't sort of pull your leg or -- 
 
NELLY KORDA:  Oh, no.  I mean, they do, obviously.  They're like oh, you know, we all 
have Australian Open titles.  I'm like, okay. 
 
Q.  And Nelly, you talked about the quality of play that you're up against.  Has it been 
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daunting at all for you to come up against some of the very top players, like 
Jutanugarn and Park?  And particularly Jutanugarn, what's it like to play alongside 
her and against some of them who hit the ball so far? 
 
NELLY KORDA:  I love playing with Ariya.  I love seeing how powerful she is and how 
composed.  Obviously, I played junior golf with her as well, and she dominated in junior golf.  
But playing against the top players, I just want to work harder and try to play better as well, 
so it's kind of like motivation as well. 
 
Q.  You mentioned consistency as being a key goal for the year.  Does it come with a 
number?  Have you got a ranking in mind that you would like to get to by the end of 
the year? 
 
NELLY KORDA:  Not really.  Maybe top-10, I would love to be inside the top-10 on the 
Rolex Rankings.  But really all I'm focusing on is staying healthy, because it's a long season, 
a lot of traveling, and consistency. 
 
Q.  Apologies in advance if you're asked this all the time, but what's the golfing 
relationship with you and Jessica?  Do you -- given that you're competing against 
each other typically.  Do you talk about golf much, help each other at all?  Or do you 
prefer to run your own rest? 
 
NELLY KORDA:  I think a bit of both.  It's really healthy.  If I'm struggling she's right there by 
my side, and vice versa.  But, at the end of the day, we want to beat each other, but it's 
healthy. 
 
KATHIE SHEARER:  Any more questions, ladies and gentlemen? 
 
Thank you.  Thank you for coming in.   
 
 


