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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW   
13 February 2019 
 
KARRIE WEBB 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Ladies and gentlemen, sort of a press conference with a twist today.   
 
Obviously, everyone knows Karrie Webb.  On her left, Stephen Pitt, chief executive at Golf 
Australia, here to make a special announcement regarding the horrendous weather that's 
been experienced in Far North Queensland.  
 
STEPHEN PITT:  Thank you, Mark.    
 
I think we have all been following the news and have seen the tragic floods that have 
occurred in Townsville and other parts of North Queensland, and that's obviously taken a 
huge toll on those communities. 
 
From a golfing perspective, it's devastated a number of golf clubs.  We've had 16 clubs that 
have experienced incredible damage.  It's probably a damage bill that's in excess of 
$20 million.  So, it is really significant.   
 
And from Golf Australia's perspective, I know Karrie has directly experienced this, being 
based in Townsville and done a lot of work with the Townsville golf club, among others.   
 
From our perspective, we'd really like to provide some assistance and to start a fundraising 
campaign to help affected clubs, and also to do some government advocacy to try to get 
some support for these clubs.  There are clubs that are under water, clubs that have greens 
destroyed and washed away, so it is quite horrific.  And they are really important facilities 
within communities.  So, from our perspective, we would really love to lead a charge to band 
together for those clubs and to help them get back on their feet. 
 
Karrie, you might like to talk about what you have experienced and your direct experience 
with Townsville Golf Club. 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  Yeah.  Well, obviously, growing up in North Queensland, we have 
experienced floods before, but never to this extent.  At least not in my lifetime.   
 
But I'm just devastated for the North Queensland community, especially the Townsville 
community.  My family are all very fortunate, but I have a ton of friends who weren't so lucky 
and had various different degrees of flood levels through their house, and the cleanup goes 
on.  So, my heart goes out to everyone in Townsville dealing with that. 
 
But I have also seen the devastation of Townsville Golf Club, because I have been involved 
with the redesign there for about 10 years.  And yeah, it's just heart breaking to see.  The 
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club's not great off financially, and this is not a great help to that.   
 
And it's -- I think all sporting clubs are the fabric of Australian communities, and golf courses 
are part of that.  And I think it's great that Golf Australia -- I talked to Steve the other day 
about what we could do.  I'm glad that Golf Show are going to try and do a fundraiser, or 
hopefully see if we can get some government support to help all of these 16 facilities get 
back up on their feet and get people out playing golf again. 
 
MODERATOR:  Stephen has a prior commitment.  He can take a couple of questions, but 
he will duck out.  After that, he can be contacted anytime during the week.  Has anyone got 
any questions for Steve before he runs away? 
 
Q.  Do you have an idea what the fundraiser is going to look like? 
 
STEPHEN PITT:  We're working through that.  It is pretty early days.  As a starting point, 
we'll have a fundraising page through the GolfAustralia website.  It will be linked through the 
Australian Sports Foundation, so it will be tax deductible through that process.  I think we'll 
have some specific fundraising events.  Probably my feeling is government assistance is 
going to be the biggest component.  Hopefully, both local, state, and federal governments 
will reach out and help affected clubs and other sporting facilities. 
 
But I think it's important that we're doing something on behalf of golf.   
 
One thing we have seen in the past, and I shouldn't preempt anything, but organizations like 
the R&A and USGA even have helped fund clubs in Australia previously.  When we have 
had clubs that faced bush fires back in about 2009 or 2010, they were forthcoming with 
support.   
 
So, we will be asking where we can.  I think one of the problems this time around is the 
devastation is so comprehensive, and the damages bill is -- seems like it's going to be 
astronomical, so that's going to present some challenges.   
 
And it's not always easy to get flood insurance for clubs anymore. 
 
MODERATOR:  Thanks, Steve.  Anybody wants to speak to Steve during the week, just 
come and rattle my cage and I will make that happen.  Bid Steve good-bye. 
 
Ask Charlotte Curtis from GolfAustralia.  Ladies and gentlemen, now Charlotte Curtis, the 
female engagement senior manager for GolfAustralia, some -- it's I guess the anniversary, 
Charlotte, of something very important to us all.  
 
CHARLOTTE KURDAS:  Yeah.  Well, 12 months ago we launched the Vision 2025, the 
future of women and girls in golf strategy here for GolfAustralia.  And I guess we just wanted 
to give a really quick update on the progress we have made in the last 12 months. 
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And there are 11 key KPI's that we are delivering across the first 12 months of this strategy, 
but I just wanted to quickly share three of them with you so that I guess we're able to 
communicate more broadly to the golfing community that we have been able to achieve in 
12 months.   
 
And probably the three big ones are around the integration into the workforce of female 
responsibilities, Vision 2025 responsibilities across the whole workforce. 
 
In the New 1 Golf World, we've got around 90 on staff now, which is pretty exciting, but 
every single one of those 90 on staff are responsible for the delivery of Vision 2025.  So, it's 
core business.  Vision 2025 and growth of the female game is everyone's responsibility in 
the organisation, as per I guess the first pillar within the Vision 2025 strategy, around culture 
and leadership.  We really understand our leaders dictate our cultural parameters, and 
therefore everyone in the organisation is on the hook for leading. 
 
I guess the second one is a club community -- community club development programme that 
is being -- that is focused on creating gender-inclusive environments.   
 
We have been lucky enough to receive some funding from state government in Victoria 
related to addressing violence against women by creating gender-inclusive sporting clubs, 
and particularly golf clubs in this instance.  And so through the Change Our Game funding, 
we are working with at the moment 30 pilot clubs on a new programme that we have 
developed called Even Par.  We launched that last week at the Vic Open, 30 clubs across 
Jerome and Metropolitan Melbourne.  We'll put in place a process that will help them 
facilitate more inclusive clubs here in Victoria.  The aim will be that we'll roll that out 
nationally after we evaluate the pilot. 
 
And I guess the third one is probably the biggest thing we're sort of committing to.  We're 
delivering a roadshow nationally around Vision 2025, 50 locations across all of Australia.  
We're bringing together key leaders within golf club communities, golf club managers, our 
presidents, our captains.  And the aim of the Vision 2025 roadshow is to, I guess, 
facilitate -- or I guess plant a seed for change and I guess support any parallel golf clubs to 
be able to lead change in our broad community.   
 
We've got about 1,500 odd clubs.  If every club commits to one action around those four key 
pillars within the strategy, that's 6,000 things that we do that we weren't doing 12 months 
ago.  So, across those three big ticket items, we just wanted to share that with our broader 
golf community that this is what we are doing.  We are seeing and we are role modeling the 
standards we want to see in the game, and we're really excited about where things are 
heading. 
 
Karrie has played a really important role, both in the buildup to create Vision 2025, but she's 
still on board as a really important member of our steering group, and her contribution has 
been outstanding.  And I think, Mark, you have got a couple of questions for Karrie around 
Vision 2025. 
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Q.  Yeah, if you don't mind, Karrie. 
 
Clearly, girls and women have more sporting options than ever before, obviously.  
What key changes do you think golf needs to implement so that we can attract and, 
more importantly, retain young women and girls at a grassroots level? 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  Well, I think just touching on what Charlotte was talking about:  Making 
women and girls feel more comfortable and invite them to the golf club setting.  I think it can 
be a very intimidating place for boys -- young boys and girls:  You know, the golf club rules, 
and tuck your shirt in, and take your hat off in the clubhouse.  That sort of stuff I think we 
have to soften a little bit in golf.  And to encourage kids to play.   
 
And then we also want women to take up the game at any age that they care to, and to 
make them feel comfortable out there.  And I'm not just talking about male members, but 
female members being welcome, welcoming, because I think that's even a hard group for a 
new woman to crack, is the women that have been members at the club for years.   
 
So, I think that's the main thing, is golf needs to get out of these traditions. 
 
I grew up in North Queensland, so I didn't -- we didn't have a lot of that.  I didn't see that until 
I started traveling away and playing in the bigger cities and had to unpick the length of my 
short -- my short hems, so my shorts were long enough one day.  You know, just stuff like 
that.  All of those things need to go out the window, and we need to modernize that part. 
 
Q.  So, as part of the Vision 2025 National Roadshow that Charlotte was talking about 
a second ago, (inaudible) talked with community leaders about the importance of 
leaving a legacy for women in the game.  Have you got a vision of what that legacy 
might be from your perspective? 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  That's a very hard -- very serious question. 
 
Q.  Yeah.  Sorry, Karrie.  
 
KARRIE WEBB:  No.  The legacy for Vision 2025? 
 
Q.  Yeah, and from your own personal perspective. 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  Well, I think the legacy will be that there will be -- we won't know who to 
interview in this room that -- that's Aussie in the field, because we'll have so many great 
Aussies playing, because we'll have so many young girls playing and so many mums 
playing and women playing.  I think that will be the legacy.  And there's no time like the 
present for us to be concentrating on that, because there's so many other sports in Australia 
that are.  And if we don't, we'll be lost and the growth won't continue at all.  So, I think it was 
definitely urgently needed.  
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And I think Charlotte has done an amazing job in her first 12 months, with the great 
commitment from GolfAustralia. 
 
MODERATOR:  Charlotte is also around all week.  If you would like to speak to her, just 
come again and tap me, and we'll arrange that. 
 
Q.  Welcome to a normal golf press conference. 
 
Karrie, you had a -- I know you had a fantastic round this morning in your pro-am.  
What was it like to play with Alyssa Healy and the girls from the Big Bash, and also 
the AFLW? 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  Yeah, well, I got to meet the girls from the AFLW there at the end.  But it 
was fantastic.  I grew up a huge cricket fan, so -- and I just think it's the coolest thing that 
women are on TV playing cricket.  I just think of myself as a little girl and that I would have 
been glued to it.  Because all my favourite cricketers were guys, and I remember, I -- I'm a 
cricket tragic, so there's lots of memories of watching cricket.  So, even to meet Mitch, 
Alyssa's husband, Mitch Starc, was awesome, too.  And so we just talked cricket all day.  
And then they talked golf.  So, they're just as passionate about golf as I am about cricket, so 
it's great.   
 
And all three girls today were all great.  They all have the ability to play good golf if they get 
the time in their life to put some practise into it.  But that was a really fun day. 
 
Q.  Would you have been a Big Basher if you had been exposed to it earlier? 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  Yeah, I don't know.  I think still, growing up in a country town, I would have 
had to play against the boys.  But even Alyssa was saying today that even though there are 
girls teams, that a lot of them still are playing in boys teams because of the level that they 
play at.   
 
But yeah, I definitely think because it's more visible now, I think I would have pursued it 
more.  And I think when I was growing up, cricket was a boys' sport.  And I was allowed to 
play indoor cricket, but not outdoor cricket. 
 
Q.  Karrie, Alyssa is known for hitting big sixes, which -- do the skills transfer to 
maybe with the golf club on the driving range? 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  Yeah, when she got warmed up, she started to crack a few.  There was a 
couple of bunkers.  I said, just hit it at the bunker, you can't get there, and then she hit it 
straight in the bunker, so -- but no, I think everyone was a little nervous to start the day, and 
it was cold and not very nice.  Once the sun came out, everyone started hitting it really good. 
 
Q.  How do you feel about this week?  I think you said before, having not played for so 
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long and being a part-time player now, that you probably couldn't expect to be Karrie 
Webb of the past.  Has that actually changed a bit?  Because you did play pretty well.  
 
KARRIE WEBB:  Yeah.  Oh, no, I think it's -- I mean, like I said, I don't tee it up expecting 
not to be competitive.  I won't be out here if I don't think I'm competitive.  But obviously 
there's playing and then there's playing tournament golf and just the little things that need to 
go into playing well for all four days.  I think that I'm quite capable of it, but it's a bit more of a 
lottery than when I was thinking about it 365 days of the year. 
 
But, yeah, my game feels pretty good.  I felt good on the golf course today, so -- and I 
played well here three years ago, so I really hope that translates to a good week. 
 
Q.  (Inaudible) sit in here and talking about the transition to playing part-time golf.  
But with the benefit of hindsight, how did it go on the course and off the course? 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  It was great.  I had a -- I feel like last year was a really successful year, 
because I was -- when I was talking to Alyssa and the girls today and I was talking about 
playing part-time, for me it was not -- the desire to still compete will always be there, and I 
don't think I will ever tire of that.  But it's what goes into it for the whole year to play full-time.   
 
And when I was young -- you know how people talk about -- I will hear my mum saying, oh, 
she sacrificed going to parties in high school because she wanted to focus on golf.  Well, I 
never thought it was a sacrifice.  I was doing what I wanted to do.  Yeah, I missed out on the 
parties, but I'd much rather travel around and play golf. 
 
So, that sort of thing for the first 15, 18 years of playing professionally, there was no -- it 
wasn't a sacrifice.  But then I spent -- then I was still committed to working hard and playing 
a full schedule, but it started to feel like a sacrifice.  It felt like I was missing out on life and it 
was all about golf, and I didn't like that I chose golf.  If I had someone's wedding or -- you 
know, just a lot of stuff.   
 
And I can't play a full schedule and spend any time -- any length of time in Australia.  I 
started really wanting to do that, too.  So, because I felt that way, it made me not really like 
golf that much.  And I didn't ever want to feel that way about golf, because it's been so great 
to me.   
 
So, last year was successful in the fact that I got some love back for golf.  I probably would 
have liked to have played a little bit better, but I didn't hate it at the end of the year, so that 
was successful.   
 
And I spent four and a half months in Australia last year, which is more than double of any 
year for the past 23 years.  So, yeah, it was a good year. 
 
Q.  Can you tell us what you did for most of that four and a half months? 
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KARRIE WEBB:  I don't know.  It went so fast.  That's what everyone said, what have you 
been doing?  And I was like, I don't know, but I'm busy.   
 
Well, I was at four of my six nieces' and nephews' birthdays, so that was the most ever.  
Yeah, it was just -- just spending time in North Queensland.  And I was actually in North 
Queensland in August and September instead of January -- December, January, February, 
when it's gross and rainy and hot and humid.  So, it was nice to be home at that time of the 
year. 
 
And yeah, I did a little bit of travel, played a little bit of golf.  But just mostly enjoyed being 
home. 
 
Q.  From a playing perspective, last Friday was awesome.  
 
KARRIE WEBB:  Yeah. 
 
Q.   65, 7 under, for those who didn't see it, the Vic Open.  I'm rattling off the weather 
thing on Saturday.  That was fun.  
 
KARRIE WEBB:  Yeah, let's not talk about that. 
 
Q.  Your 65, how close was that to Karrie circa 2002? 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  It was pretty close.  Not just because of the score I shot, but I thought 
clearly.  I asked the right questions for getting the information I needed from Darren, my 
caddie.  And then I actually executed the shots that I said I was going to.  And then I made 
some putts as well.   
 
So, yeah, I think for me it's not the physical part of it that I struggle with, it's the mental part 
of it.  And that day the game just -- it wasn't an easy day, it was quite windy in the afternoon, 
but the game just sort of came to me naturally.  My mind was very quiet.  And my 
decision-making was really good.  And then because of that, I was able to execute what I 
needed to. 
 
Q.  Is there -- 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  And then on Saturday, it was not like that. 
 
Q.  We're not talking about that. 
 
As the only five-time winner of this tournament, one, have you got a word about the 
Patricia Bridges Bowl and what it means to you before you go out and start 
tomorrow? 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  Yeah.  Well, obviously, when I was growing up, Patricia Bridges was 
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president of the ALGU.  And back then, to me, she was just an administrator.  I didn't really 
understand the impact of what Patricia had fought for, for women's golf, until I got older and 
then you see past just someone being an administrator.  And I got to know her.  She was 
Mrs. Bridges when I was growing up, and then she allowed me to call her Patricia, and then 
we'd sit down and chat.  So, for her name to be on it, I think it is perfect, because of what 
she stood for, for women's golf.   
 
And for me, the Australian Open is -- we played on some fantastic golf courses around 
Australia and I won on some of the best tracks in Australia, and I think that's why - all of that 
summed up into a long answer - is why I -- you know, I'm very honoured to have my name 
on that trophy five times, and hopefully would like to add it another time or two. 
 
Q.  Well, if we don't get sixth or seventh, would you like to see another Australian win 
this week? 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  Oh, definitely.  Well, it was -- was it -- I'm trying to think.  Well, Minjee had 
a chance last year, or she finished well.  And then Sue had a chance the year before.  But 
yeah, I'm always -- and Ariya.  I would rather see an Australian flag at the top of the 
leaderboard than any other flag, so -- 
 
MODERATOR:  Any more questions, ladies and gentlemen? 
 
Q.  If I can just ask one more. 
 
Just what's your year look like?  (inaudible)? 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  Yeah, eight to ten.  Mainly the same events, maybe a couple different 
ones, but yeah.  It's sort of -- it will depend on how I play.  It might be more if it's really good, 
but not -- it won't be a full schedule. 
 
MODERATOR:  Thank you very much, Karrie.  Appreciate your time.  And best of luck the 
rest of the week. 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  Thanks.   
 


