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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW   
12 February 2019 
 
LUCAS HERBERT 
 
 
Q.  Welcome back to Perth.  It's fabulous to have you here again.  Obviously the 
World Super 6 really kick-started your 2018 season.  You went on to do some 
phenomenal things.  What's it like being back at Lake Karrinyup?   
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  It's good.  It sets up really well for me with the results that I've had, 
but it's a really cool place.  I love being here.  Perth is an awesome city.  Getting back 
here is always a fun week of the year.   
 
Q.  You always say how competitive you are, and I guess the match play brings 
out that side in you, but with only having six holes to get it done do you like that?   
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  I think it's a good sort of change-up from the rest of the year.  
Obviously I like match play but only getting six-hole matches is good.  You have to be 
on your game really quick and really early.  I mean, it's not so much anymore about 
whether I like it, it's more adapting to it, whether it's match play, six-hole match play, 
everything like that.  I think it's good fun.  It's been good fun the previous two years and 
sort of seeing how it's all played out, obviously improved from the first year we tried it, 
and it would be good to see -- I am pretty sure there will be improvements this year.  Be 
good to see how it all plays out.   
 
Q.  (Away from mic.)   
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  Yeah, I think you're right in you forget about it easier, given that I 
kinda got the result I wanted to in the end.  What a win would have given me is what I 
ended up getting, so it's a bit easier to sleep on, but I still think about that six-hole match 
against Kiradech in the semi quite a lot, and I still go back and watch the highlights quite 
a bit, because I hit some pretty good shots in there as well, obviously not finishing off 
well.  He hit an unbelievable shot in the shoot-out hole to beat me, so it wasn't like I kind 
of lost it and, you know, fell apart.   
 
He played really well to win that match.  Yeah, it was a little bit heartbreaking, but I 
mean, I thought I played pretty well and did everything I could, and he was just better 
than me when it came down to the clutch.   
 
Q.  He had some really nice things to say about you after you won.  He said you 
should be a star player.  Did that get back to you at the time?   
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  Yeah, it was pretty nice for him to say that sort of thing, and then I 
saw him a lot throughout the year.  Obviously out in Europe, and we hung out and 
chatted.  I remember sharing a courtesy car I think from the hotel to the airport in Turkey 
and chatted about how he progressed into the top-15 in the world from the European 
Tour, and he was chatting about how that went, and sort of giving me some ideas, 
hopefully, for down the track.  But he's been great.   
 
You won't find anyone who will say a bad word about Kiradech.  He's just the loveliest 
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guy.  I mean, at least that makes it a little bit easier to think of someone beating you, 
he's a great fellow.   
 
Q.  Is it nice to know he is not here this time?   
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  There are a lot of good players here so there are plenty of worries 
to think about when it comes down to those matches on Sunday.  Tom Lewis has gotten 
the better of me a few times last year, and then -- is it Adrian Otaegui, he's here?   
 
Q.  Yeah.   
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  I've heard he was here.  He's probably one of the best match 
players you'll find.  And Thomas Pieters as well, obviously phenomenal player, got a 
good record so just because Kiradech is not here, I don't think we will be hard-pressed 
to find opponents.   
 
Q.  In terms of the goals you set for yourself this year, what are those?   
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  I would love to finish sort of top-20 in the race to Dubai.  I think 
given the year I had last year and Finishing 48th, I think top-20 is a reasonable goal.  
Hopefully that will give me a chance to play some more Majors in WJCs through this 
year and next year, as well, which will ultimately give me the exposure I need to the 
best players in the world, and to take my game to the next level again and hopefully try 
and crack into that US Tour.   
 
I definitely want to get to the top-50 in the world, so just working on those goals, but you 
set them at the start of the year and then forget about them, and you go about worrying 
about the day-to-day processes and ticking box at each tournament, making sure you're 
ready to go come Thursday.   
 
Q.  And in terms of tweaks to your game, has there been anything you have 
focused on that should improve any weaknesses?   
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  Yeah, we definitely looked at -- used to have quite a lot of shape 
on my irons and we have straightened that out quite a bit.  When I say that in 
particularly 9-iron, 8-iron, 7-iron, just trying to get more control over them, a lot of 
courses where you have a lot of those distances into greens I was struggling with, and, 
you know, my type of golf course as it is around hear you get a lot of par-4s that you 
can drive it around the green for your tee shot.  The par-5s are kind of tough and 
reachable in two.   
 
And when you've got four par-5s that you couldn't reach in two and then no driver on 
par-4s, I was running into a wall.  I didn't have -- I was kind of lucky to make birdies, but 
I think especially Abu Dhabi was a course that wouldn't have suited me in the past, and 
a lot of the work we have done allowed me to have a better result there than I would 
have in previous years.   
 
I didn't finish it off as well as I would have liked on the weekend, but shot 65 on 
Thursday to show myself that I had the game to play that sort of golf course, so done 
that.   
 
I mean, all through the bag, just trying it get everything that little bit better.  This year is 
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going to be easier with the scheduling, I'm going to be out of fatigue levels and things 
like that, be fresher for each week as opposed to last year I was just playing where I 
could.  So that's kind of mostly what we've done.   
 
Q.  And just in terms of this tournament, the last year of the contract, and I 
suppose next year is unclear.  Would you like to see a tournament like this 
continue, a bit of a quirky format?   
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  I would love this tournament to go ahead for the next 10 years.  
The crowds will be out.  Definitely last year playing against Kiradech we had really good 
followings, and Perth is such -- it's a great way to showcase Perth as well.  I think all the 
players and all the spectators have an amazing time here.   
 
I mean, yeah, everyone knows I'm pretty honest in my comments and that's as honest 
as it gets.  This is such a great tournament.  We look forward to it every year so fingers 
crossed it gets signed again and we're playing here more and more.   
 
Q.  Sounds like --  what do you have to do in terms of the tournament organizers?  
Perth is a long way for a lot of players.   
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  It's a tough one.  Like even nowadays the top-50 in the world are 
pretty hard to get out to any events, with Mexico being next week.  It's tough for those 
guys.  And I don't think you could get further away from Mexico than Perth, so as far as 
traveling schedule goes, not many want to come here, and we don't have the budget to 
pay them the money they're going to be asking.   
 
I think we've done well this year.  We've got a pretty reasonable line-up.  Obviously 
Thomas Pieters is in the field, good name there, Tom Lewis.  And we've got a lot of the 
Aussie guys back as well, Jason Scrivener had a great year in Europe, and he's coming 
back to play.  He's hometown.  Seeing guys out there on the range, I think we've got a 
good field without having the top names, which is going to be hard to get in a week like 
this, but, you know, hopefully going forward somehow the schedule works out.  If the 
schedule works out that we can get more good players here, I think that will come out.   
 
If we can -- it's a tough one.  It's really hard to get the top-50 in the world to play events 
now.  Personally I love coming back and playing in Australia so I'm going to be here as 
often as I can.  If we run the tournament the best we can and play on a great golf course 
in a great city, I think that's not going to hurt guys being interested in coming out for 
sure.   
 
Q.  Is the format the draw?  What's the talk in the locker room with regard to the 
format you saw last week and this week?  Are the guys embracing it?   
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  The weather is about 15 times better than it was last week, so I 
think that's a draw at this stage.  For me personally the golf course is that's the biggest 
draw card for me.  Super 6 is quirky, but we're going to turn up and play for $1.5 million.  
We'll play darts for $1.5 million.  As far as the format, the players don't mind what the 
format is, we will do our thing and work it out and go from there.  I think the format more 
speaks to the general public and to people that maybe aren't interested as much in golf, 
would they be more interested in coming out to watch a shorter more packed format like 
that.   
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Yeah, to be honest, speaking personally, my biggest attraction so the golf course, the 
club, that locker room and the way the tournament is run is really well done.  Perth is 
such an awesome city.  I love getting down to Scarborough Beach and seeing 
everything around the city, so for me personally that's my biggest attraction to coming 
here.   
 
Q.  Sunday, last year, with that format, how does that differ from a regular 
tournament?   
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  Well, I mean, you're coming from the Vic Open where there was 
home crowd, so that's hard to beat.  We had really good crowds last week and felt like 
we got a lot of home support, but I remember the crowds against Kiradech last year.  
They were big, and there was a lot of support out there.  It was pretty loud, and it was 
awesome.   
 
I obviously loved being out there.  From a tournament in Europe, I'm usually second or 
third group out in the morning and you would be lucky to get a few marshals on the tee 
for spectators, so being back in Australia makes it great for crowds.  We have great 
crowds out here, and everyone around the world will vouch for they're really respectful.  
You don't get too many ridiculous comments, get people yelled at and that sort of thing.   
 
I definitely love coming home and playing Australia for the crowds because we get 
strong support and a lot of people out at the tournament, which creates a great 
atmosphere.   
 
Q.  You mentioned earlier that you looked at the highlights from last year a lot.  What are 
you looking at when you review it?  Are you reviewing it?  Are you going through the 
pain of it?  What are you in for?   
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  I made eagle at 14 and then birdied down 12, so they were the fourth and 
fifth holes in the six-hole match play course, and they were like, I kinda had to make those 
birdies to keep myself in the match.  I was one down -- or eagle and birdie, and I had to make 
those to keep myself in the match and I did.   
 
I holed some nice putts under pressure which, going back and watching those shots again and 
watching those putts go in you get that nice vibe back and it refreshes in your memory that 
you've done that before and you can carry that on to the course a bit easier.  Also watching, you 
know, a couple of other shots I hit throughout the tournament, a couple of bunker shots that I 
used that slope on 14 to bank a bunker shot in and you just see yourself hitting nice shots and 
it's good for positive sort of feedback.   
 
It's definitely not putting myself through pain.  It was obviously heart wrenching to miss that putt 
on 18 in the regular -- on the sixth hole and watch Kiradech hit it so close on the shoot-out hole, 
but that's match play.  That's kinda what happens.  As far as what I did, I think I did a great job 
and that's what I want the validation of is watching myself hit good shots and you can't control 
what the other guy does unfortunately.   
 
Q.  (Away from mic.)   
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  It would have been this year at some point.  It pops up on PGA reposted 
sometimes or on "YouTube" that sort of thing.  I watched Portugal highlights, just a lot of 
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tournaments that I've played in the past.  I like watching shots that I hit really well and it gives 
you that positive feedback.   
 
Q.  Lucas, thank you for joining us.   
 
 


