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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW   
6 February 2019 
 
KARRIE WEBB 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Well, Karrie, it wouldn't be a ladies event unless you sit beside me.  We 
start the week interviewing you, it's great to see you gain.  Tell us a little bit about this year 
and your thoughts on this year.   
 
Geoff was just in and he said that he just wants to back off for a while.  He just wants to 
see -- he wants to play a tournament here and there and not be in the States, back with his 
children.  He said it's so easy to get caught in that kind of bubble and he just wants to stand 
back and play a few different events in different places and just get that feel back that he 
knows he's got. 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  Yep. 
 
MODERATOR:  What are your plans?  Are you thinking down those lines as well?  
 
KARRIE WEBB:  Yeah, I think I'm a step ahead of him because I only played eight events 
last year.  We briefly spoke this morning, I think we're sort of on the same page as far as, 
you know, I've done it just slightly longer than Geoff, but both of us over 20 years.  You 
know, the commitment to play professional golf is 365 days and it's nonstop.  After that long, 
it's -- you know, when you're a young kid it's not a sacrifice, you choose golf every single 
time.  And I was still choosing golf, but I didn't like that I was choosing golf over some life 
events.   
 
So last year I wound back my schedule, spent more time in Australia, about four and a half 
months in Australia last year, which is over double the amount I've spent in any single year 
for over 20 years.  So I really enjoyed that and therefore it made me enjoy the little golf I 
played.  I didn't play that great, but I wanted to find that joy of, you know, what has been so 
good to me. 
 
MODERATOR:  You said it was a success this year, this last year, so 2019 do you plan to 
do the same, even play less because now you've started something new with Ross Perrett, 
you've got Indooroopilly.  Is that where your love is going to, with golf course design?  Will 
you do more of that do you think?  
 
KARRIE WEBB:  That's the plan.  The plan also is to play about eight to 10 this year.  We'll 
see how it goes.  You know, I don't view myself as a ceremonial golfer and I'm not here so 
everyone can say, "Oh, it's so great to see you."  I actually want to play and think I have a 
chance to do well in the events that I play in, so we'll see how the playing goes this year of. 
 
Yeah, I'm really excited.  I've done -- put in a few bids with Ross Perrett and Peter Thomson 
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over the years.  We put in a bid for the Rio Olympic course, made it to the finals, and then 
we did Royal Pines, we put in for that job. 
 
I've just really, really loved working with -- well, I loved working with Peter.  I think anyone 
that knew Peter would understand that.  I really loved that.  But Ross has been so, so 
respectful of me, and when I say, "Oh, I don't really know a lot about what we're talking 
about," he goes, "Yeah, you do, it's all in your head, you've just got to get it out."  He's been 
great, you know, teaching me the knowledge that I need.    
 
Yeah, putting in for a bid for the Indooroopilly golf course, very excited to be awarded it.  I 
know there was a lot of teams that put in for it, so it's a very competitive market.  I'm happy 
to enter that competition and hopefully Ross and I can do many projects together.  We're 
looking forward to it. 
 
MODERATOR:  And what shape is your game in?  Are you solid? 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  Yeah, I haven't put a pencil on a scorecard since the British Open last 
year, so we'll see, we'll see.  Some days it's pretty good and then some days it's a bit 
scratchy.  So hopefully I can have four pretty good days this week and we'll see where that 
ends up. 
 
Q.  After the success you've had in your career, it requires a singular focus, you've 
been so driven.  To then scale back to eight to 10 and still want to be as successful, 
what's the mental adjustment like and how do you cope with that? 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  Yeah, the last year was really a learning year for me because I've always 
been it's 110 percent or not at all.  So it was definitely an adjustment, but it was really a 
much needed step away anyway.  You know, I could have just hung them up and then it 
would have not ended great because I wasn't feeling great about the game and how it made 
me feel and I didn't ever want golf to make me feel like that. 
 
Yeah, so I really enjoyed the eight to 10 events.  Can I be -- I don't expect to be Karrie Webb 
competitive of 15 years ago when I'm only playing eight to 10 events.  You know, practice is 
still really good and I think that's what makes you think that there's still, you know, a spark 
out there in a week or two during the year.  Yeah, we'll just see.  Like I said, I don't want to 
be a ceremonial golfer, so it will be good to play half decent. 
 
Q.  The unpredictability that brings, Karrie, is that an unusual, you turn up at a 
tournament, you haven't played for a very long time, you almost surprise yourself? 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  It's just a really different mindset to how I've always been, really high on 
my, you know, high expectations of myself and the work that I've put in.  You know, almost 
pressure right from the beginning of the year. 
 
I haven't had that for over a year and a half now, so I like that.  Last year I played the 



3 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

Australian Open and then I played seven events in about two and a half months, maybe 
three months.  In essence, for that block I was back on tour, but towards the end of it I was 
ready to stop grinding.  So that's when I know I made the right decision to play part time. 
 
You know, I feel fortunate that my career's been so good to me that I can -- I can choose to 
wind my career down slowly rather than, you know, a lot of athletes are forced out because 
either they're going to be cut from the team or their bodies are not allowing them to play their 
sport anymore or they're a step slower or whatever.  You know, I get to choose on my own 
terms when I'm done.  Honestly, to stop cold turkey I think would be a huge life adjustment 
rather than doing it the way I'm doing it. 
 
Q.  With the LPGA coming on board this year, can you talk a bit about the 
life-changing nature it can be for a young Australian or a European player to win here 
an then get a tour card? 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  Yeah, it's a great opportunity for both the young men and women this 
week.  Well, the next two weeks for the young Aussies, they have a chance to compete in 
LPGA events, European Tour men's events and possibly do well enough to keep their card 
or to earn a card or possibly get them starts in future events that, you know, over a number 
of events they could earn playing rights. 
 
So yeah, I think it's fantastic that we've got back-to-back LPGA events.  Just even for the 
younger kids that aren't playing this week, something to aspire to.  It's going to be on TV for 
two weeks straight, which we haven't had for quite a few years, we've only had the 
Australian Open on TV.  Having two weeks and making us more visible.  We've got a lot 
more competition in Australia in the women's sporting market now and we need to be as 
visible as the other women's sporting events because we still need young girls to want to 
play golf. 
 
Q.  Now that you're back in Australia more and you see NFLW and women's rugby 
leagues, has that surprised you coming back just how much that's taken off in your 
absence? 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  I just think it's amazing.  I think of myself as a young girl and right around 
the time I told my parents I wanted to be a professional golfer, I also told them I wanted to 
play cricket for Australia, and playing cricket for Australia was not even visible, like that 
wasn't -- you know, boys play cricket, girls didn't play cricket.  The cliche was boys play 
cricket.  Golf was more visible.  So golf definitely does have competition with all of these 
women's sports being on TV.  I think I'm the biggest fan.  I love watching it, I think it's 
fantastic. 
 
Q.  And this unique event where equal prize money, it must be great how successful 
this event has become? 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  Yeah, I think all of us here in Australia have known how great this event is 
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since its conception of equal prize money for men and women.  And the way it's done, too, 
because a lot of people think, "Oh, the women will be on one course, the men will be on the 
other."  The way it's alternating groups of men and women, I think it's great for the golf fan 
that comes to watch because they can watch the best of both men and women and sit on 
one hole and watch that all day. 
 
But I just think now that it's reached the level where the LPGA has co-sanctioned it and the 
men's European Tour, it's caught the world media, the golf media's attention.   
 
I did a couple of interviews a couple of weeks ago before I came home with the U.S. golf 
writers.  You know, for them it's like this new concept, but for us in Australia it's been around 
for a while.  It really has made people sit up and take notice, and hopefully that's a concept 
that can be duplicated in other parts of the world.  I think it would be fantastic to play 
alongside the guys.  We just don't cross paths very often.  Unless you live in the same town, 
there's really no reason why we would ever see each other. 
 
Q.  Karrie, how far has women's golf come over the last decade or so in terms of 
recognition in your eyes? 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  I think it's definitely grown significantly on the LPGA.  You know, 10 years 
ago around about this time we were probably at one of the lowest points in LPGA history as 
far as where we were, the amount of tournaments on the schedule and just, you know, the 
negative impact we felt from the world economy crashing. 
 
The job that Mike Whan, our commissioner, and staff have done to build that back up to 33, 
34-plus events in just 10 years is quite remarkable.  I think that along with that has been the 
boom in social media as well.  I think we've definitely -- everything has jumped in the last 10 
years for us as far as notoriety goes. 
 
Q.  And especially this is in light of the Karrie Webb Series and everything I know 
you're really passionate about, how well placed is Australian women's golf at the 
moment based on what you're seeing with the next generations coming through? 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  Yeah, we've got, you know, a good handful of young girls that are -- that 
are coming through.  Not as many as I would like, but I think that's why Vision 2025 Golf 
Australia's launched to get more girls playing golf, and then at the pointy end of that will be 
more elite women playing. 
 
Obviously Minjee Lee had a great year last year, world No. 6 and she's only improving more 
and more every year.  Sue Oh, Hannah Green had great years on the LPGA, and I think one 
of the standout rookie seasons last year was Karis Davison in Japan.  Such a cutthroat tour 
over there, the standard of golf is really high and they have like 38 events on their schedule, 
so she had a really long year, but she did fantastic.  I think above even her expectations, she 
played so well. 
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Q.  Is it really special for you to have the knowledge of these girls now, you watch 
them come through, you take an even keener eye? 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  Oh, yeah, definitely.  I think I now fully understand what my parents were 
going through for the last 25 years with live scoring, like refresh, refresh, refresh.  Yeah, so 
I'm definitely -- I've got a big follow list on the golf scores finding out how everyone's done. 
 
Q.  On a sadder note, can you talk to us about the trouble at Townsville at the 
moment?  Obviously just heartbreaking for a lot of people. 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  Yeah, I was actually up there, I got home into Australia or North 
Queensland on Australia Day.  From Saturday night until I escaped Friday, I've never seen 
so much rainfall.  I was supposed to get down to Ayr to see my family, couldn't get down 
there because the roads were closed.  Ayr actually is doing okay right now, they haven't had 
any major flooding yet, but Townsville's just devastating.   
 
Where there's water, I mean, there's areas in Townsville that you know.  I mean, they get 
flooding on a high tide so you know those areas were probably going to get flooded.  But 
just, you know, I mean, the one picture that blew me away was the makeshift boat ramp 
which was in the middle of a major road.  They're going back in their little tinnies to go and 
help people that are stranded with all the floodwater.  I can't even imagine it.   
 
I left before the river broke its banks and before all the water came out of the dam.  This time 
last year the dam was at 12 percent and any water that was drawn out of there you had to 
boil because it was pulling off the bottom of the lake.  So now it's at 250 percent.  You know, 
feast or famine, unfortunately. 
 
MODERATOR:  It's dreadful, dreadful.  Any more questions, ladies and gentlemen?  No?  
Thank you. 
 
KARRIE WEBB:  Thank you. 
 


