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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW   
5 February 2019 
 
MINJEE LEE 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Minjee, it's great to see you again.  It's been some time.  You've had a 
marvelous year, 6th in the world, I believe, are you?  
 
MINJEE LEE:  Um-hmm. 
 
MODERATOR:  You're just enjoying your golf?  Terrific to have you back here at 13th 
Beach where you won.  Have you been around the course since you arrived?  
 
MINJEE LEE:  Yeah, I played the Creek course yesterday morning.  It's playing a little bit 
softer than last year, I think maybe because of the weather that they've been having, but the 
course is in great condition. 
 
MODERATOR:  Terrific.  Have you been in touch with your brother at all?  
 
MINJEE LEE:  Just a couple messages here and there.  Yeah, I think he's enjoying himself, 
so that's good. 
 
MODERATOR:  Absolutely great start to his career.  Do you play much with him socially?  
 
MINJEE LEE:  Not really, because whenever I'm in town, he's not in town.  We sort of miss 
each other usually, but I see him now and again when I'm in Dallas, so when I'm going 
around on tour and he's in America.  
 
MODERATOR:  Terrific.  Can I have some questions, please, from the floor?  
 
Q.  Minjee, I think from memory that last year when you came here you maybe played 
the week before.  I'm not sure where is it this time coming in fresh? 
 
MINJEE LEE:  It was the first event. 
 
Q.  What I was going to ask you was how you find that, playing after a break?  Is it 
difficult to kind of find your mojo again? 
 
MINJEE LEE:  I think the first couple practice rounds that you have, you sort of try and get 
used to walking 18 holes and just getting used to playing with one ball.  I don't think it's too 
hard to get back into the routine. 
 
Q.  Minjee, where does the Vic Open, I suppose, rank for you considering you won in 
2014 as an amateur and then come back four years later last year and then win it 
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when your career has really sky rocketed over the last couple years?  Where do you 
hold this tournament in your heart of hearts? 
 
MINJEE LEE:  Yeah, well, when I won it as an am, it was really a big confidence booster for 
me.  The Vic Open has always been a special tournament to come back to and obviously to 
play.  Yeah, I always love coming and playing in Australia, so Vic Open and obviously 
Aussie Open are really big events for me.  
 
Q.  Minjee, how big a difference is it when you come to a venue like this where you 
have had some success as opposed to, I guess, playing at events where you might 
not have had similar success before? 
 
MINJEE LEE:  I always come into every event treating it pretty much all the same.  I just try 
and play my own game and I don't really think -- think too much about it or try to put too 
much expectation on myself.  Yeah, it doesn't rank too much differently than, I guess, 
tournaments that I've had experience at and not had as much. 
 
Q.  The yardages have changed a little bit? 
 
MINJEE LEE:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  It's going to be the same for everybody, but in terms of how you approach those 
holes that are changed, how do you look at that? 
 
MINJEE LEE:  Well, I've only played the Creek course so far and quite a few of the tees, 
we're teeing off with the men, so that's pretty cool in its own sense.  I think it will be a good 
test, just depends on the wind, I guess. 
 
Q.  You're a process person rather than a results person.  Is that a fair comment? 
 
MINJEE LEE:  Yeah, yeah. 
 
Q.  Do you have something in mind this year that you want to achieve or just be a 
better player at the end of the year, be it scoring average or whatever? 
 
MINJEE LEE:  Yeah, more in that sense.  I try not to put a number on the rankings.  I know I 
did last time, but I think closer to obviously the World No. 1 spot, I think you can play more 
with your process goals.  And then those, if you hit them, then I think you'll eventually get 
closer to that World No. 1 spot.  Yeah, I think I'm going to go more with my process. 
 
Q.  Do you feel every time you come home you do more of this and people notice you 
more, recognize you more, I guess have higher expectations of you?  Does that affect 
the way you prepare and get out there or is it still the same Minjee that was here in 
2014?  
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MINJEE LEE:  Obviously I've matured a little bit since 2014, but I try to think of myself as 
pretty much the same person and try to carry myself the same, so yeah. 
 
Q.  Minjee, just talking about getting to that next level where Ariya Jutanugarn and 
Sung Hyun Park, where is that gap, what do you need to improve on, and are there 
any specific things that could bridge that gap for you? 
 
MINJEE LEE:  I think length is probably one of the bigger factors.  I've been trying to work 
on that in the offseason and I'll probably be working on that quite throughout the whole year, 
too. 
 
Q.  Obviously first year being on the LPGA, is it a bit of a discussion point as a 
tournament yet amongst your peers, particularly I suppose when you look at the prize 
money? 
 
MINJEE LEE:  I think a lot of the girls and obviously the LPGA are really excited for this 
opportunity with the men's European Tour.  It's something that we've never had before in the 
LPGA, I guess the whole tour, the events, this kind of event.  So I think everybody's really 
excited for this opportunity and we'll see how it goes. 
 
Q.  Just a further question about that bridging the gap thing, how do you get more 
length off the tee, how do you really do that, and if you played with Ariya, how far 
behind are you right now? 
 
MINJEE LEE:  Well, most of the time -- 
 
Q.  She hits 3-wood.  
 
MINJEE LEE:   -- Mae hits 3-wood, but she can still outdrive me with 3-woods.  That's like a 
rocket.  I think it's the same for everyone. 
 
I think a little bit of technical things and obviously hitting it pretty hard in the gym, I think it's a 
mixture of both. 
 
Q.  This event grows every year, you won here as an amateur in 2014 and last year as 
well, but just to see the strength of the field growing each year, what does it mean as 
an Aussie coming back to an event like this getting bigger all the time? 
 
MINJEE LEE:  I think it's pretty cool.  I've come here for many years and to see the 
tournament grow and obviously the players who are taking interest in the tournament is 
really great.  I think it's fantastic how we merge two such great tours and I think it's just going 
to grow from here, I mean even more than it has. 
 
Q.  Back on your profile again, you're here as the Greg Norman medalist.  It's your 
first tournament as a Greg Norman medalist?  



4 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

 
MINJEE LEE:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  So you're now the No. 1 golfer in Australia.  You probably grew up watching him.  
It's a huge honor?  
 
MINJEE LEE:  Yeah, it's definitely a great honor.  It's really special to me to be the first 
female to win the Greg Normal Medal.  Yeah, it's just such a great honor.  It just feels really 
special. 
 
Q.  Do you ever think about that, like presumably you're watching Adam Scott, for 
example, and his predecessors, and then Jason Day do all these amazing things.  
Now you're technically better than all of them? 
 
MINJEE LEE:  I don't know if I'm technically better than all of them, but it's pretty cool to 
have the honor of being the Greg Norman medalist.  I know those guys are really great 
athletes as well, so it's cool to be among their names.  
 
MODERATOR:  Any more questions?  At the beginning of this year, do you know exactly or 
how far ahead do you plan your schedule for 2019?  
 
MINJEE LEE:  I pretty much have the whole schedule like roughly pretty much until maybe 
August.  Depending on how I feel, I'll decide on the Asia events at the end of the year. 
 
MODERATOR:  Any more questions?  Thank you, thank you so much for coming in.  I hope 
we see you during the week. 
 
MINJEE LEE:  Thank you.    
 
  
 


