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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
February 23, 2019 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON  ( -16) 
 
 
Q.  Dustin Johnson, thanks for joining us.  54 holes, 16 under, four-stroke lead after a 
third-round 66.  Just talk about the day today.  It was a little bit up and down in the 
middle there particularly, but a lot of good stuff that happened today for you.  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, got off to a nice start with a 2 on No. 2, and then I felt like I hit a 
lot of great shots on the rest of the front nine, hit some good putts that didn't go in.   
 
Then 10, it was a little bit of bad luck, a little bit of maybe wrong club from over there.  But I 
just misjudged that a little bit, I didn't think it was going to come out like it did.  Hit the tree in 
front of me and then it went to a weird position, and then back into a weird position. 
 
Q.  You must be pretty happy with -- 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No, I knew I was playing well so I didn't really let it bother me.  I knew 
a par 5 -- I felt like I was swinging good and I knew there was -- I can make quite a few 
birdies coming in, so it was one of those things where it was unfortunate, but I felt like I kept 
my focus and played really solid coming in. 
 
Q.  This is a familiar position for you.  What are you looking to do tomorrow? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Tomorrow's going -- for me, I've got a game plan out here, I'm not 
going to change it.  Just going to play the golf course hopefully exactly like I have the last 
three days, but especially the way I'm going to attack the course, I'll play just like I did. 
 
Q.  Dustin, everybody talks about the drives, and obviously the drive on 2 was 
amazing and a lot of the drives have been great, but when was the last time your short 
game felt this on point? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Honestly, it doesn't, but I know I hit a couple good chips today, but for 
the most part this week my short game's been quite rubbish.  I've hit the ball really well and 
I've played really good, but I missed a bunch of I felt like easy up-and-downs.  But yeah, I 
did make two nice chips on, was it 14 and 15?  Then hit a good wedge shot on 16, but I 
don't consider that short game.  But yeah, I mean, I made a few nice up-and-downs today on 
the back nine. 
 
Q.  Rubbish?   
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I mean, I was going to say something else, but it's probably not 
appropriate. 
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Q.  I know you got some bad breaks on 10, but it seemed like you got a good one, too.  
First one into the bushes, did you get relief from that? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, but I probably would have been better off just playing from 
where it was compared to where it ended up when I dropped it. 
 
Q.  And secondly, of the two shots that looked like they were important, the bunker on 
No. 11 when Rory hit a nice shot in, is that a difficult shot or just a stock 
up-and-down?  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I mean, it wasn't an easy bunker shot, but I knew -- I mean, I just 
needed to land it on the fringe there.  I felt like if I could land it there, it was going to get 
close to the hole.  Yeah, I did hit a nice bunker shot there. 
 
Q.  And the putt on 16? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, that was a big save.  You know, I didn't feel like I hit the tee 
shot that bad, it was the biggest bounce I've seen on the golf course this week.  It went up 
into the left trees, and then yeah, I chipped out, had 105 yards or something, hit a nice shot 
in there.  Made a nice six-footer for par there. 
 
Q.  I know you said you weren't really that bothered because you knew after 10 you 
were swinging the club well, but to get back to the birdies, did that feel like it kind of 
gave you momentum back? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, a little bit.  Still a little frustrated that I made the double bogey 
on 10, but I felt like I should have birdied 11 and 12.  But yeah, that definitely got the 
momentum back.  Like I said, I know I'm swinging well.  If I can get myself in the fairway, I'm 
going to give myself a lot of opportunities to make birdie. 
 
Q.  And you also talked about your aggressive game that you're going to stick to.  Is 
this a course more so maybe than most courses on the PGA TOUR that you can be as 
aggressive as you are? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I don't think I play the course very aggressive.  I mean, the only really 
hole that I guess I hit driver on is 2.  But other than that, I hit a lot of irons off the tee and I 
don't feel like I played too aggressive.  I just tried to get in the fairway. 
 
Q.  How does this week feel compared to two years ago when you won here?  Are you 
feeling like you're sort of taking apart the course the same way, or do you even 
remember two years ago? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I felt like I'm playing the course the same way, absolutely.  
From the first time I came here, I felt I got a good game plan on what to hit off the tees and 
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where I need to hit it.  The clubs change a little bit, but I know where I want the ball to end 
up, so the club selection might vary a touch.  As far as that, I've played it the same the last 
few years. 
 
Q.  Do you need to concentrate as hard on numbers this being your third year here? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I mean, absolutely.  I think for me it's one thing that does keep 
me focused out there all day is because calculating the numbers and the wind and uphill and 
the downhills, it's a lot of stuff going on. 
 
Q.  That's good for you? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, it makes me focus on what I'm doing. 
 
Q.  I'm just curious on 6, you looked like you were in range to get there in 2, actually 
checked to see if the green's clear and then decided to lay up.  What made you 
change your mind?  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Just the lie I had.  It was really bare where I was and it was sitting kind 
of down.  Just one of those shots where if I had a good lie I would have gone for it all day, 
because I had a really good number.  It's just out here with the altitude, if you don't hit it 
solid, it doesn't fly nearly as far as a good solid shot.  I didn't feel like with the club I was 
going to hit I'd hit a solid shot. 
 
Q.  And the two in the trees, what did you hit and what did you think you probably 
should have? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  If I went back and played it again, I probably would have just chipped 
and rolled a 9-iron on the front of the green and tried to two-putt.  I had a perfect shot right at 
the flag with a 60.  I thought it would come out fairly normal and it came out straight up in the 
air.  
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Thanks, Dustin, appreciate it. 
 


