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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW 
February 22, 2019 
 
TIGER WOODS  ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  Your shot on No. 9, it looks like you changed your mind a couple times there? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, the ball was sitting down just enough where I didn't think I could 
clear that tree.  I also had 130 yards, but it's hard (inaudible) up when the ball's sitting down 
like that.  So I went back to try to cut it with an 8-iron and then I realized that's going to come 
out too hot, it's going to miss the slope.  I ended up going back to the 9-iron and I realized, 
jeez, I've really got to slice this thing.  So I opened up and gave it as much of a cut motion as 
I possibly could and it worked out. 
 
Q.  Too bad the hole didn't cooperate on the putt, but -- 
 
TIGER WOODS:  I hit a good putt there. 
 
Q.  Yeah, you did hit a good putt and you hit a lot of good putts during the round.  
Talk about the difference today as opposed to yesterday for you.  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, you know, I'm a little more familiar with the golf course.  I have a 
better feel for the tee shots, the lines, the approach shots, the greens.  I was able to feel it in 
my feet better today than I did yesterday.  It helps having that one look yesterday in a 
competitive environment. 
 
Q.  This week you've preached patience trying to get used to the elevation of the golf 
course.  (inaudible).  When did you learn how to be patient? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  It wasn't my natural strong suit, that's for sure.  My dad was a very, very 
patient man and I learned by just being around him.  As I matured throughout the game, I've 
gotten a little bit more patient, especially since having kids.  That definitely will test one's 
patience. 
 
Q.  Tiger, are you satisfied with that today?  I mean, the way you hit the ball, 
everything?  What would you take away from that? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  I had that one three-wiggle there on 17, but overall it was a pretty good 
day.  I felt like I got a lot out of the round and I plodded my way around the golf course and I 
kept it in front of me nicely and never really got out of position. 
 
Q.  You got options on 2 and 12, take it over the trees or (inaudible.)  What is your 
thinking on the way to play that? 
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TIGER WOODS:  Well, 2 is just, I don't really feel that comfortable, I'm not seeing the 
landing zone.  12, if I get the right wind a little more off the right, I'll go ahead and hit a driver.  
But I've always been pretty good with short irons and wedges, so pretty comfortable with 
having a wedge in my hand. 
 
Q.  After two rounds, what do you see in Abe and what can he do to improve? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Abe handled himself great.  This is a big environment playing in his home 
country and in front of his fans and a lot of pressure out there for him.  He handled himself 
great.  He fought hard, grinded his way around the golf course.  He just didn't make a 
number of putts that he wanted to, but that's the way it goes when you're playing on poa. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Just keep plodding along, and I think that the winning score here really 
hasn't been all that low.  Obviously it's only been two years, but you can get it going pretty 
good around this golf course, which is fun, but also you can go the other way very quickly, 
doesn't take much.  As I was saying, I was just trying to keep the ball in front of me and then 
just make a few putts. 
 
Q.  Tiger, do you have any advice for Abraham? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, I think that he's still learning and maturing in the game.  He was just 
telling me that he turns 28 next week, so he's still very young.  He's got so much more to 
grow within the game and it's just a matter of just putting himself in this position more often. 
 
Q.  Tiger, is it hard to remember on the drops that you now are not supposed to drop 
from the shoulder, you're supposed to drop from your knee?  Rory and Rickie both 
fell victim to that today.  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, I did it the first week in San Diego on the 13th hole there, I went to 
drop it from the shoulder and the rules official said, "Whoa."   
 
But I saw some of the guys like Henrik and a few other guys when they were playing Abu 
Dhabi, they dropped it from the shoulder but playing partners reminded them to drop it from 
the knee.  This is all new to us.  I remember I dropped it over the back of my shoulder.  
Rules change. 
 
Q.  As you got more familiar with the course, did you get more familiar with the 
altitude? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, without a doubt.  The ball wasn't flying as far today, wasn't as 
warm, wasn't as windy, so it was a little bit easier to do the calculations and my feels.  But 
yesterday was -- yesterday was tough, but today was a little bit easier.  I hit a lot of shots pin 
high today. 
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Q.  When you see DJ jump out there, Rory was up there, knowing what they can do, 
anything in your mind that you might press a little bit to go after them? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Oh, no, no, no.  Just be patient with it around this golf course because, 
yeah, you can shoot the odd 64, 5, 3 around this golf course, but you also can shoot 
something that -- mid to high 70s very quickly.  It just doesn't take much, just takes a couple 
bad drives here and there, hit in these trees and can't get out of them, get in the wrong spot.  
So you're seeing a very high -- very extreme between the low rounds and the high rounds, 
huge variables. 
 
Q.  I'm sorry, I didn't see 17.  What exactly did you do there? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  I didn't quite hit the tee shot far enough.  I hit it bottom right part of the 
green right past the hole about 10 feet and missed it. 
 
Q.  Just curious on those long putts, seems like it (inaudible) quite a bit, speeds up 
quite a bit.  Is that true or -- 
 
TIGER WOODS:  It's hard.  I mean, this is very difficult because, you know, if you get long 
putts around here, are you putting away from the city or into the clubhouse, or you have a lot 
of bouncing.  Weird optical illusions that you think you're putting uphill, but it's actually 
downhill.  That's why these books are very helpful. 
 


