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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW 
February 17, 2019 
 
RORY McILROY   ( -11) 
 
 
Q.  Rory, not the finish you wanted, but you had some highlights, the eagle on the 
first, the hole-out on 16.  How difficult did it get those final few holes?  
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, it was really tough.  (Inaudible).  I played those holes in even par, 
which I was happy with.  Yeah, it was tough.  Even the downwind holes, 17 and 18, were 
tough as well.  I mean, it's gusty, you sort of think you're hitting the right club and then it 
might just lie down on you or gust on you. 
 
Q.  How aware were you of the leaderboard and seeing how much it was fluctuating at 
the top and how does that impact your mentality? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, after the bunker shot on 16 I took a peek at the board and saw that 
I was only two behind.  I had a great drive on 17, I was in position to at least give them 
something to think about.  It would have been nice to convert that one on 17.  18, things just 
(inaudible).  Yeah, it was a weird one.  It funnels down there and I was trying to hit a hard 
wedge.  You know, I thought the number was going to be 15 at the start of the day.  Looks 
like that could be the winning number.  I gave it my best. 
 
Q.  Rory, tough day, I know you got a lot going on out there, you made a good push.  
It wasn't the finish you wanted, but that seemed to be a hard day out there for 
everybody. 
 
RORY McILROY:  It was a hard day.  I think anything in the 60s was a pretty good score 
today.  The conditions were okay the first few holes, but then once we turned to the back 
nine, it really got tricky.   
 
Especially once you play 11, your next real birdie chance is 17.  So you've got a six-hole 
stretch there where you're just trying to grind out pars and not hitting many greens and just 
trying to get it up and down, and that keeps some sort of momentum going.  I did the tough 
part well, played those holes even par.  Yeah, I just didn't finish off the round the way I would 
have wanted. 
 
Q.  We saw a few players with their approach into 18 find that front part of the green 
thinking, how does that not get back there.  Was that just the wind knocked that down 
or were you just guessing with the wrong stick in hand? 
 
RORY McILROY:  No, it definitely, I mean, the wind knocked it down because the wind was 
lighter on 7 on the front nine and I pitched a pitching wedge 150, and it was only 144 yards 
to the front of the green there on 18.  So I thought it would at least pitch 15 or 20 up that 



2 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

green and get a hop forward because of the downwind.  With the back pin it was a very 
fiddly 9-iron, but I thought wedge would have got there.  Just the wind knocked it down and 
left me in a pretty tricky spot after that. 
 
Q.  How do you temper your expectations wanting to win and finishing in the top-5 in 
the last three tournaments?  
 
RORY McILROY:  I'm happy enough.  I just sort of keep preaching patience, and I didn't 
have my best stuff this week.  I sort of am struggling to find the middle of the clubface with a 
lot of iron shots and sort of just plucked my way around.  But Riviera, you can do that around 
here, there's no hazards, there's no place to lose a ball.  You just sort of pick your points.  
So I managed my game well this week.  I didn't have it all, but it's another top-5 and a step in 
the right direction. 
 
Q.  How much were swirling winds a factor on the back nine?  
 
RORY McILROY:  I wouldn't say they were swirling, it was just more gusting.  It was coming 
out of the same direction the whole time.  At one point it would feel like it's 10 miles an hour 
and the next it's 30. 
 
Q.  Just a general question.  With the new technology, right now what do you 
consider the heart and the core of who you are as a player?  Are you old school or 
leaning toward new school? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Probably a blend of both, I think.  I'm quite the traditionalist when it 
comes to golf.  I very much enjoy the history of the game and the people that came before 
us to enable us to go out and play the game that we do.   
 
But like everything in the world, advances in technology, advances in knowledge, it has to be 
done to keep moving forward.  You're going to have to just keep learning and keep trying 
new things.  I like the traditions of the game.  I like that golf has tried to keep a lot of those 
and the integrity, but in terms of modern equipment and technology, I think that's the way of 
the world.  We all want golf balls and golf clubs that can go further, we want cars that can go 
faster, we want whatever it may be.  That's the way of the world. 
 
Q.  Is it easier to preach patience in this part of the calendar with so many big events 
still in front of you? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I think it's, you know, I think so.  If this was the middle of the 
season and I just had a run like this, and it's still good golf.  Cumulatively I've probably shot 
close to 45 under par for my first three events of the season.  Maybe take Kapalua out of it, 
but the last two golf courses for sure have been quite demanding.  As I said, the game's 
right there.  Yeah, I'm happy with pretty much everything.  Just a couple of loose shots here 
and there with the irons and tidy that up.  I've still got a bit of a right miss going on with the 
longer clubs, just try to get that out of the game and we'll be right there.  


