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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW 
February 17, 2019 
 
J.B. HOLMES  ( -14) 
 
 
JOHN BUSH:  We would like to welcome J.B. Holmes into the interview room, the 2019 
Genesis Open champion.   
 
J.B., what a week it was out there, a trying week, a difficult week.  Congratulations on 
coming out on top.  If we can get to your thoughts. 
 
J.B. HOLMES:  Yeah, it was very difficult, especially the last few holes with all that wind.  
But yeah, it was a challenge just with having to get up at 4:40 the last couple days and play 
27 one day and 11 holes one day and 33 holes one day.  So it was a test to the routine and 
stuff.  It was a tough week.  I played great all week and luckily at the end I was able to pull it 
out. 
 
JOHN BUSH:  And you moved to 9th place in the FedExCup and the Wyndham Rewards.  If 
we can just get some comments on how this really sets you up well for the rest of the 
season. 
 
J.B. HOLMES:  Yeah, I mean, the goal at the beginning of the year is always to be able to 
win the FedExCup.  This is a huge step in that direction.  You know, been playing pretty well.  
Haven't got the scores that I wanted, but it kind of came together this week and it's a huge 
win. 
 
Q.  J.B., understanding that the wind made it really tough today, watching Justin play 
in the morning, would you have thought in the afternoon that a 70 would have won it 
for you? 
 
J.B. HOLMES:  No, I didn't, not necessarily.  I knew that it was going to get really windy in 
the afternoon and that's what the weather had said.  Always thought that would have been a 
better chance for me; usually when the conditions are crappy I do better.  You never know 
out here.  This is a tough golf course and you throw that kind of wind in there.  But yeah, at 
one point it looked like -- Brandon looked at me and said, Do you think he's going to get to 
20 under, and I was like, You mean this round?  He was playing unbelievable there that third 
round. 
 
Q.  J.B., this gets you into Mexico this week.  What were you planning to do next week 
and do you have any plans of how you're going to get there?  Are you going to be on 
the charter? 
 
J.B. HOLMES:  I'm not going to play.  We had a vacation planned.  I've been out four 
weeks, so it's a long trip to Mexico.  It's an honor to be able to play in that tournament, but 
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I'm tired.  The kid's been out, it's been a long week, so we're going to continue with the 
vacation we had planned next week and go do that. 
 
Q.  The conditions made things really tough, but there was a lot of discussion on the 
broadcast and social media about the pace of play today.  What were your thoughts 
about the pace and is that something you were thinking about or working on? 
 
J.B. HOLMES:  Well, you play in 25-mile-an-hour gusty winds and see how fast you play 
when you're playing for the kind of money and the points and everything that we're playing 
for.  The greens are fast, the ball -- Adam had a putt, he kept setting the ball down and it 
was rolling.   
 
You can't just get up there and whack it when it's blowing that hard.  You've got to read wind 
and there's a lot of slope on these greens.  It's not an easy golf course and you throw in 
winds like that.  On 13 or 14, the par 3, I hit a 5-iron and it stays pretty good.  He hits a 5-iron 
really good and a gust of wind comes up and he comes up like 15 yards short, and I think he 
hit it better than I hit mine.  It's very tough.  Then when you get putting like that, it's just not 
going to be fast anywhere.  
 
Q.  You had two big par putts on the back side.  Talk a little bit about those in terms of 
how big they were keeping momentum going.  You had a fist pump on 13 when you 
made that one.  Obviously you knew at that point. how big it was. 
 
J.B. HOLMES:  Yeah, I knew Justin had a very tough two-putt back where he was and I had 
just given him the lead back.  He gave it to me and I gave it back to him. 
 
It was a big putt.  I felt good over it, I thought I was going to make it and I knew it was a big 
moment to put some more pressure on his putt that he had that was difficult and it was, like I 
said, it was really gusty at that point.  Putts outside two feet were very difficult. 
 
Q.  Of all the turning points for the day this was early on, but can you talk about 7 out 
of the bunker into the face and what you were thinking when it came off, what kind of 
break that was? 
 
J.B. HOLMES:  Yeah, I actually thought I hit that one pretty good.  I thought when I made 
contact that it was going to be pretty good.  I wasn't too worried about the lip because I had 
a pitching wedge and I was on the upslope.  But I hit it pretty good and I guessed wrong and 
went right into the lip and disappeared.   
 
Lucky enough, I was able to be able to drop it to where I could at least stand.  At that point 
I'm just trying to make bogey.  I thought I hit it all over it and it ended being short.  When you 
get a break like that, you've just got to keep going.  And I knew it was just going to be so 
difficult when you get that back stretch of holes into the wind, I just knew anything could 
happen, so I just had to hang in there. 
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Q.  Did you find it right away? 
 
J.B. HOLMES:  No.  It did go through my mind that we're going to lose this golf ball, but I 
figured with the Zoysia and that, it just disappeared.  It didn't even look like it made a place.  
It was just gone. 
 
Q.  J.B., congratulations.  The core of who you are, the heart and soul, are you old 
school or, with all the new technology, new school?  What's the core of who you are 
as a player?  And what were the keys that allowed you to finish so strong and beat 
such a great field? 
 
J.B. HOLMES:  I'm a little bit of mix.  I'm a feel player so I get a lot off of feel, but I do use 
TrackMan and get the numbers and some of that stuff.  My swing coach is more into that.  
Okay, that was the first part.  What was the second part of the question?  
 
Q.  And what were the keys that allowed you to finish so strong coming in in tough 
conditions? 
 
J.B. HOLMES:  I made some big putts.  I missed -- I mean, everybody missed putts coming 
in because it was so windy and the pins were in tough spots, but I made a couple key putts 
and was hitting pretty good iron shots in there.  It was just tough to get it close to the hole. 
 
Q.  We talked with the players, most of them, they were exhausted, tired and they felt 
empty of energy.  How did you keep your energy level high? 
 
J.B. HOLMES:  Well, you're living on adrenaline when you're on the top of the leaderboard, 
so that definitely helped.  I tried to make sure I was eating kind of all day even if I wasn't 
hungry, just having a bar or something, and drinking water.  I knew it was going to be a long 
day coming in.  Yesterday I tried to get more sleep, I took a nap.  I played nine holes in the 
morning and we had all that time off.  I knew the next day was going to be a long day, so I 
took a nap.  Just tried to plan for, you know, the coming 36 holes basically in the final group. 
 
Q.  Adam Scott said just before that we know J.B.'s a slow player and there was some 
discussion on the broadcast.  Do you think that's a fair assessment? 
 
J.B. HOLMES:  I've been slow in the past.  I don't think as slow as -- I mean, I'm not the 
fastest player, but I mean, like I said, it was really windy today and we waited a lot early.  At 
the end, I took a little bit longer at the end, but you're talking about getting down to the 
tournament, you're talking about the last nine holes of the tournament.  I mean, I 
think -- correct me if I'm wrong, but I think a lot of times the last group of the tournament gets 
a little bit behind. 
 
So I was never even close to being on the clock all week.  I mean, yeah, when I first got out 
here I was really slow, but I've sped up quite a bit.  Like I said, the conditions made it 
tougher, too.  Sometimes you're waiting for the wind to stop blowing 30 miles an hour.  Like I 
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said, I've gotten better.  There's times when I'm probably too slow, but it is what it is.  I was 
never on the clock.  Nobody -- never even got a warning.  TV wants everything to be real 
fast all the time. 
 
Q.  Obviously you've known JT for a while, being from Kentucky.  Just wondering how 
was it out there just kind of battling with him for 36 holes, and do you recall the first 
time you actually met JT? 
 
J.B. HOLMES:  Yeah, it was great being able to go out and play with him and battle it out.  
He's such a great player, so it was fun being out there, talking and just battling it out.   
 
Like the first time I played golf with him I think he was 12 or 13.  It was in Kentucky and I 
knew he had a chance.  At that age you've still got a lot of stuff to go through, but he was 
definitely a talent and I thought he would get out here and he's done that and some. 
 
Q.  J.B., take me back to that 18th hole today.  JT was only 1 behind you, and of 
course it was neck and neck throughout the entire time.  On his third shot he got 
closer than you did.  At any point, what was going through your mind at that time?  
Are you thinking maybe we'll have a three-shot overtime here? 
 
J.B. HOLMES:  You know, with a one-shot lead, 18's a tough pin, that back left pin.  I was 
basically just trying to make par and make him have to make birdie.  If he would have made 
birdie, that would have been a fantastic birdie. 
 
So he almost did.  He hit a great shot in there and he hit a good putt.  But at that point I was 
just -- I hit my 9-iron a little thin.  I was trying to get it further back in the green than I did, but 
it was good enough. 
 
Q.  J.B., you came here with only one top-10 in the 2018-19 season.  You were 202nd 
in strokes gained putting, you led the field in strokes gained putting.  What clicked?  
What exactly did you do to kind of flip the switch this week? 
 
J.B. HOLMES:  Yeah, that it had been really bad putting is an understatement the last few 
weeks.  We spent a lot of time this week with the coach and getting on the green and trying 
to find the right ball position and how it set up and putting through some gates, making sure I 
was starting the ball online.  I putted for several hours throughout the week.  In the morning 
we changed our routine and we had a string and a mirror and just made sure that everything 
was dialed in, and then I could trust it and go out there and make confident strokes. 
 
Q.  Who's your coach? 
 
J.B. HOLMES:  Matt Killen.  
 
Q.  J.B., what did Tiger say to you at the trophy ceremony? 
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J.B. HOLMES:  He just said great playing, it was really tough, and he said you really hit 
some clutch putts at the end.  It's always great when you can get a compliment from one of 
the greatest players ever. 
 
Q.  Win No. 5, is this the biggest one of your career? 
 
J.B. HOLMES:  No.  Probably coming back after my brain surgery.  Didn't even know if I 
was going to be able to play and being able to come back and win after that was huge.  
Definitely been in a lull for a couple years, so it's definitely good to be on top again.  It's 
definitely a huge win. 
 
Q.  I think there was a stretch when you started the back nine, there was three 
two-stroke swings in a four-hole stretch.  Have you ever been in a situation when you 
were back and forth with a player like that and what was your mindset? 
 
J.B. HOLMES:  Not that I can recall.  I just knew that on the back side with all that wind, 
there was just so much stuff that could happen.  It was so difficult.  You could even hit a 
good shot and just catch a gust of wind and it could mess the whole thing up.  You just had 
to keep chugging along and do the best you could.  You just knew it was going to be very 
difficult and anything could happen. 
 
JOHN BUSH:  All right.  All good?  J.B., congratulations once again. 
 
J.B. HOLMES:  All right.  Thank you. 
 


