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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
February 15, 2019 
 
JORDAN SPIETH  ( -7) 
 
 
Q.  Jordan, solid round of golf.  Any time you go around Riviera without any mistakes, 
it's pretty special. 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, for sure, especially with some of the places I hit it early on 
yesterday's round.  Tough conditions, was really nice to save some of those pars that I 
saved and not really have to stress too much on them.  Came out this morning and gave 
myself a few looks, knocked a couple in.  With the conditions we had, that was a great 
scoring round, and looking forward to the rest of the week, trying to improve on kind of the 
way I'm striking it. 
 
Q.  Such a hard golf course if you get a little out of position, short game is everything, 
and with a couple of chip-ins, that's huge, but you haven't really made a lot of putts 
this week, only 60 feet according to ShotLink.  
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Well, I hit it on the fringe on eight or nine holes.  I actually hit it an 
absurd amount of fringes.  I just didn't quite hit it to where I had good looks at birdie until 
today; I had three or four pretty good looks on my last six holes.  But it was just a grind in 
that wind yesterday.  It's hard to get a good look so you do have to chip it close, and to chip 
it in was a bonus. 
 
Q.  Long wait between when you're going to play next.  No idea on tee time even? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, it will be about this time tomorrow, I think, maybe a little bit 
earlier.  They told us we're not playing today.  It's beautiful out right now, so I'll probably go 
try and get some work in and then take a nap this afternoon and get ready for tomorrow. 
 
Q.  A very happy Jordan Spieth, no doubt.  Jordan, you have no doubt inside felt like 
this round has been coming all season, you just happened to get the ball in the hole 
today? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, I mean, I played beautifully today on those six holes.  Yesterday 
was a grind to start.  Was really fortunate to kind of have my short game on point, chip a 
couple in.  Those were bonuses that very well could have been bogeys.   
 
But it was a tough day.  I mean, 15, 20 mile an hour winds at Riviera is no joke.  So to be 
able to kind of be bogey free was phenomenal.  I got off to good starts my last couple events 
and I need to continue to work hard to improve each day here instead of kind of getting 
complacent and assuming that my game's there.  It's still not quite there tee to green, and 
luckily the putter started to heat up. 
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Q.  You talk about the grind yesterday afternoon.  You must have got a fair bit of 
confidence being under par despite a couple of squirrelly shots, tough conditions 
yesterday.  Did you feel like with surviving that, coming out this morning with totally 
different conditions that there was an opportunity to capitalize on that? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, I thought so.  You also understand that this afternoon wave's 
getting a soft golf course with the tees up and some pretty benign conditions, so even if 
you're pushing to the lead of the morning wave, it's likely that somebody's going to shoot 7, 
8, 9 under even though it's Riviera.  It's as gettable as it can possibly be right now.   
 
Just tried to push forward imagining that I needed a couple more birdies to stay towards the 
top of the leaderboard.  It was nice to certainly get that one on 9 after making a nice par 
save on 8. 
 
Q.  This tournament's been out of position with the weather.  Your mindset now not 
knowing exactly when you'll get to tee off on your second round? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Light work and then rest today, be prepared for 27 to 30 holes tomorrow 
and potentially another 27ish on Sunday.  Yeah, I mean, I think less is more at this point.  
Try and get some really good, solid, quick work in and then lay around all day. 
 
Q.  Can you speak to the challenges of starting in those crazy conditions yesterday 
and then coming back today? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  I was glad because I knew that the wind would be -- the holes that we 
had yet to play on 4, 5 and even 6 were into the wind yesterday.  I knew coming out this 
morning we would have them a little bit easier.  And the tees were up on those par 3s, it 
made it quite a bit easier.  I knew if I put the ball in play off the tee, I would have a number of 
mid irons to short irons to greens that were receptive and could get some birdie looks.   
 
So I was trying to come out and shoot even or 1 under, so to get a couple of them was really 
nice.  It was actually the best the putter's felt in quite a while today.  Not yesterday, but today 
I was able to kind of figure out a way to feel some freedom in the stroke and I was able to 
roll a couple of those in. 
 
Q.  I love what you said, less is more.  Is that physically, mental, do you change -- 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Physically today, yeah.  I mean, it's just -- it's easy now that you have 
the entire day to want to go out and grind, but I'll probably maybe do an hour and a half, 
hour 45 of work with an hour of it being short game and just try and get off my feet, maybe 
do some movement stuff in the gym.  Even at Riviera I've had to play 30 holes, 36 holes in a 
day a couple years ago and it can be very taxing here.  It's tough, it's spongy ground, it will 
wear on you a bit if you're not careful.  So it's all about trying to save as much energy as 
possible more than anything else. 
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Q.  In the whole round, in the grand scheme of your seven birdies, where do you put 
that par on 13 yesterday? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, that was probably -- it was probably better, probably better than 
any of the birdies.  For a while there I had two chip-ins and I just hit the three par 5s in two 
and those were my birdies.  So I didn't really have any legitimate tee ball-iron shot birdie or 
iron shot birdie until today.  So that one was just -- I could have been in all sorts of trouble 
there.  I was trying to make a 5 after the tee ball.  I was trying to get myself in position to 
have a putt at 4 and tap-in at 5 at the worst, recognizing that those holes into the wind were 
so difficult. 
 
Q.  Going back to last week, how do you feel you played on the weekend? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Just drove the ball poorly. 
 
Q.  I was going to say, if you took out two tee shots, which you can't.  
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, I just drove the ball poorly.  Was still searching in the swing a little 
bit.  Some good work with Cameron to dial it in more.  I mean, from San Diego to Pebble 
was significant progress, from Pebble to here has been significant progress just in the way I 
feel hitting the ball.  Whether the scores reflect it or not, like I know how I feel striking it so I 
know when it's close.  I'm looking to try and make progress each day in the way that feeling 
sustains this week because it didn't sustain through the weekend at Pebble.  But I know 
what went off and I know what to fix.  It's just kind of a little bit of trial and error right now. 
 
Q.  You didn't mention any progress from San Diego.  I guess that's "no" there, huh?  
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  I guess a little bit.  I mean, I made progress with the putter going to San 
Diego from Hawaii, but yeah, it's just, you know, it's just being patient with the game and 
trying to create kind of a posture and a setup, get the basics down and then create a feeling 
that creates space and freedom in the swing.  And then my hands are good enough to hit 
whatever shot I want to hit once I feel that. 
 
Q.  You've played here a lot and you know these greens well.  Do you find yourself 
relying less on your green book because of that, because you've played here a lot, or 
do you still kind of look back to it and get some ideas? 
 
JORDAN SPIETH:  I don't think I've noticed using it less or more.  I've peeked at it pretty 
much every hole, but a lot of the times I recognize pins could be stepped off a little 
differently, so I trust my own read more.  I use it a lot for speed more than I do the actual 
break.  I use it to see the speed more than I do the break.  If it's more of a sidehill putt or you 
get those mid-rangers, you can start to see when it banks back at you versus when it's 
significantly downhill.  But I would say maybe a little bit less, but not much.  I mean, they're 
still really tricky, so it's useful looking at it. 
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