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ROUND 1  
February 14, 2019 
 
MARK RUSSELL 
Vice President of Rules & Competition 
 
 
Q.  Eight-tenths of an inch of rain fell overnight.  It continued to rain this morning, and 
just after 7 a.m. they blew the horn suspending play.  We're joined now by Mark 
Russell, who's vice president of rules and competition for the PGA TOUR.  He and his 
staff do a fantastic job along with the agronomy staff, maintenance crew here at 
Riviera.  You guys have yet to figure out how to stop Mother Nature.  I know it's a 
work in progress.   
 
First, I know you guys are still waiting for this weather to calm down, but from your 
observations, how is the golf course right now? 
 
MARK RUSSELL:  It's flooded right now, but I think if we get this rain to stop and do a little 
work on it, Matt Morton and his staff, we can possibly get ready to go.  We're just going to 
have to wait and see.  It's a big storm impacting all of central, southern California, so by far 
the biggest thing we have to deal with is the weather and it's not cooperating today. 
 
Q.  What's your latest updated forecast for this area? 
 
MARK RUSSELL:  It's supposed to stop raining, our meteorologist tells us, about 1:00.  If 
that happens and we can do some work on the golf course, we'll see what happens.  We're 
going to make another announcement at 1:00.  We didn't want to hold the players around 
here all day because there was no reason to do that, we knew we weren't going to play in 
the near future with this storm coming in.  Hopefully, they'll play a little golf today. 
 
Q.  I know once the rain does stop you'll have to evaluate and get on the golf course, 
but do you have a ballpark about how much time it would take to get this golf course 
ready for a PGA TOUR event? 
 
MARK RUSSELL:  Well, not really, not at this time, but Matt Morton and his staff, they're 
fantastic.  We've done this a lot of times here at Riviera.  We've been extremely fortunate the 
last few years, but they've been through this before.  The golf course drains fairly well.  Lift, 
clean and place, just try to get it in condition where we can go out and play some golf this 
afternoon and get some of the round in.  That would be very helpful. 
 
Q.  Finally, you nullified the scores that were posted for the few players that were out 
earlier this morning, first time in more than five years since it's happened on the PGA 
TOUR.  What was the decision for that? 
 
MARK RUSSELL:  We don't do that very often, but if I had it to do over again, we would 
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have delayed the starting times.  We tee off at sunrise.  We have to because here a lot of 
times we don't finish, we have to use all the available daylight we have.  We teed off at 
sunrise and I was on the first tee with the players and it was very marginal, thinking in my 
mind this is going to get better every minute.  They teed off, we had their balls under control, 
but the visual never got better.  The cloud cover's so thick that you just couldn't see. 
 
So once we did suspend play, the committee got together and just decided that we need to 
nullify these scores because the visual, it never got where you could see where your ball 
went, barely see the flagstick.  And like I say, under normal circumstances it would get better 
every minute.  It never did.  As a matter of fact, it got worse, so we decided to nullify the 
scores.  That's not a common thing, but the committee does have the discretion to do that.  
We felt in this situation that's the thing to do 
 


